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Esther: Providence 

Review 
How to do a character study 

 Understand incremental revelation 
o what had God revealed about Himself when character being studied was living 

 Study the characters in context 
o as in all Bible study, context rules! A text without a context is simply a pretext to say what 

we want to say, rather than what Scripture teaches. 
 Seek to understand what in the story is descriptive and what is prescriptive 

o not everything in Scripture is to be emulated. Most often the goal is not to copy tactics. 
 Seek to understand what God affirms 
 Seek to understand what God revealed about himself 

o God didn't dictate a systematic theology text book, but the Bible through encounter with 
individuals. And it is in these encounters that God revealed His character. 

Context: Ezra, Esther and Nehemiah 

 

The Book of Esther 

Purpose 

Historically—to provide the context for celebrating the feast of Purim—to provide 

legitimacy to its celebration. 

To encourage the Jewish people with an illustration of God’s providential care of His 

people. 

To instruct Jews how to live in the diaspora. 

Teaches 

God is and God acts through history to accomplish His purpose regardless of whether 

humans acknowledge Him or not. 

Historical Context 

The events of Esther unfold over a 10 year period 

The Structure of Esther1 
A  Opening and background        1 

 B  The king’s first decree        2-3 

  C  The clash between Haman & Mordecai   4-5 

 

   X  “On the night, the king could not sleep”  6:1  Crisis 

 

  C’  Mordecai’s triumph over Haman     6-7 

 B’  The king’s second decree       8-9 

A’  Epilogue             10 

                                           
1 Baldwin, Esther, Tyndale OT Commentaries, as quoted in Berg 
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Setting  1–2 

Key Sections  2:1-11, 17-18 

 

 

Conflict  3–7 

Key Sections 

3:1-6, 8-11 

 

 

4:1-17  (14-16) 

 

 

5:1-8 

 

 

7:1-10 

 

 

 

Resolution  8–10 

Key section 

Chapter 9 The establishment of Purim 

 

 

 

Lessons 
Providence 

God _____________ and ______________ absolute power over all the _________ of 

His hands. 

 

Providence is based on  

 God’s perfect ___________________ 

 God’s undeviating ___________________ 

 God’s absolute ____________________ 

 

The book of Esther teaches us that God acts on behalf of His people to accomplish His 

purpose. 

 

Man’s response to God’s Providence? 

Either 

_________________ and ____________________ 

Calmness and Commitment 

Or 

___________ and __________________ 

 

 Trust in God ______________ plan and expect God’s _______________ involvement,  

but act ______________ in wise decrements 

 Don’t fear making decisions 

 Don’t be paralyzed waiting for God miraculously intervene—He may want  

_________ to be the _____________ means of His providential involvement. 


