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1 Corinthians 12-14 

Outline 
Propriety in Worship 1 Corinthians 11:2–14:40 

Proper use of gifts 1 Corinthians 12–14 
Unity and Diversity—serving each other 12 
Love: Fundamental attitude in serving 13 

Priority of prophecy over speaking in tongues 14 

 

Tongues and Prophecy compared 14:1-25 

The Goal stated 14:1-5 

Prioritize what builds up the church 

Requirement to accomplish the goal  14:6-12 

Caution # 1— intelligibility 

Point: what is done in church should be intelligible and edifying 

 

Priority of prophecy explained  14:13-19 

Caution # 2—Engaging the mind 

Point: what is done in church requires the mind and instruction to accomplish 

the goal 

 

Maturity understands the higher responsibility than self-exaltation 14:20-25 

Caution #3—Be concerned for unbelievers 

Point: what is done in church should be orderly (reflecting an orderly God 

 

Reflecting God’s character in worship 14:26-35 

Caution #4—Orderliness in worship 

 

3 Concrete Boundaries  14:26-35 

Only 2-3 should speak in tongues 

Only if interpreted 

Or they should remain silent 

 

 

Only 2-3 prophets may speak 

Only if what they say is evaluated by other prophets 

Or they should remain silent 

 

 

Wives should not—speak to their husbands while worship is going on / be 

involved in evaluating prophets 

They should ask their questions a home 

They should remain silent 

 

  



Questions to Consider 
Should we expect God to work the same in every individual? 

 

 

Should we expect God to work the same at every point in history? 

 

 

How should we respond to someone who says, “I received a word from the Lord”? 

Should we believe it? 

Should we act on it? 

 

 

 

Is Scripture sufficient? 

 

 

 

Should we expect or look for the miraculous? 

 

 

 

 

Should we expect God to  

—answer prayer? 

 

 

—heal? 

 

 

 

—to be “close”? 

 

 

 

Should men and women have different role? 

If so, why? 

 

 

 

If not, why? 

 

 

 

Summary 
What is clearly the focus of the passage is the goal to 

Building up—other centered (12:7, 22; 14:3, 5, 12, 17, 26) 

Intelligibility—what benefits others (14:6-19) 

Orderliness—reflecting God’s character, concern for outsiders (14:20-40) 

 

This section serves as a caution to the Corinthians practice which was  

Focused on themselves 

Seeking to make themselves look good or significant 

 

Application 
How do these subject challenge you? 

What do you need to study more? 

Where do you need to trust God more? 


