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John
Farewell Discourse

Questions

• Who are the easiest people to love?
• What kind of person is hard to love?

Questions

• Why are Christians known for what we are
against?

• because we are defending truth?
• because of how we communicate what we are
against?

• Is it possible to communicate what we are for
in a compelling reason not just complain about
what we are against?

Questions

• What is our most powerful means of witness to
the unbelieving world?

Overview: Farewell Discourse

Quiet Talks to the Disciples
• Humility 13
• Heaven 14
• Fruitfulness 15
• Promises 16
• Prayer 17

The Spirit of Truth
Permanent presences
Helper
Convict and guide

Farewell Discourse: Big Picture

Preparation of the new community
for a Spirit-guided mission
to the unbelieving world
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John 17:1-26
Prayer

Review

• Jesus is purposeful and focused
• Jesus prayer is relational, purposeful, and
compassionate

John 17:1-3 Petition #1

• Request
• For the Son to be glorified in His mission

• A relationship with God through Jesus is a quality
of life that extends into eternity

• Providing eternal life compelled Jesus toward the
cross while looking to the throne

John 17:4-8 Petition #2

• Request
• For the Son to be glorified after the completion of
His mission

• Returning to place of honor
• Revealing the name of the Father

John 17:9-15 Petition #3

• Request
• For the protection of the Disciples in their mission

• Disciples are not to withdraw from the world, nor
are they to be indistinguishable from the world

• Disciples have a mission to accomplish which
requires their influencing presence in the world by
the Word

John 17:16-19 Petition #4

• Request
• For the consecration of the disciples for their
mission

• Disciples have a mission that requires holiness but
personal holiness is not the goal but the means of
reaching the lost world
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Part 2

John 17:20-23 Petition #5

• Request
• For unity in the mission

• Connection to Mission
• So that the world may believe the Father sent the
Son

• So that the world may know that the Father sent
the Son and loved those who would believe

Genuine unity, the result of authentic love, is a
compelling witness to the truth of the gospel

Unity is meant to be observable

John 17:24 Petition #6

• Request
• For the disciples to

• be with Jesus
• see Jesus glory

• Connection to Mission
• The motivation

The knowledge that they will be with Jesus in the
end, gives the motivation for the mission—
boldness to face the hostility of the world

John 17:25-26 Petition #7

• Request
• To know…
• For the disciples to know the reality of love the
Father has for the Son

• To indwell them with His love and the presence of
the Son

• Connection to Mission
• Encouragement
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God is knowable, though undefinable

The disciples’ mission is motivated by the love of
Jesus leading to living and acting as Jesus did

Summary

• Jesus was focused on completing His mission
• Jesus anticipated His glorification and wanted
to share that with all His disciples

• Jesus’ love for His Father and His Disciples
motivated His prayer and compelled Him to
finish His mission

Application

• We have a mission which requires we emulate
Jesus’

• Obedience and submission to the Father
• Distinctiveness of life and character
• Commitment to the truth
• Passionate concern for the lost
• Perseverance in the face of opposition and danger

Application

• We have a mission which requires:
• Genuine unity, the result of authentic love, which is a
compelling witness to the truth of the gospel

• The disciples’ mission is motivated by the love of
Jesus leading to living and acting as Jesus did

• The knowledge that we will be with Jesus in the
end, gives the motivation for the mission—boldness
to face the hostility of the world


