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Colossians 
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Devotion and Conduct of a Witness 
 

Colossians 4:2-6 

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer,  

 being watchful in it with thanksgiving.  

 

3 At the same time, pray also for us,  

 that God may open to us a door for the word,  

  to declare the mystery of Christ,  

   on account of which I am in prison—  

4  that I may make it clear,  

  which is how I ought to speak. (ESV)  

 

 

5 Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders,  

 making the best use of the time.  

6   Let your speech always be gracious,  

    seasoned with salt,  

   so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. (ESV)  

 
 

Introduction 

Questions:   

 

Observations 

What are the commands? 

 

How does Paul describe the attitude of prayer? 

What does Paul ask prayer for? 

 

Exposition 
I. Devotion:  Prayer  4:2-4 

A. Watching in Prayer  4:2 

 

 
1 Timothy 2:1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for 

all people, (ESV) 

Philippians 4:6-7 do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (ESV) 

 

“Prayer Trail” 

 
 

B. Witness begins with Prayer  4:3-4 

 



 

1. For Opportunities—to share faith 
1 Corinthians 16:9 for a wide door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 

(ESV) 

Contrast  
2 Corinthians 2:12-13 When I came to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ, even though a door was 

opened for me in the Lord, 13 my spirit was not at rest because I did not find my brother Titus there. So I 

took leave of them and went on to Macedonia. (ESV) 

 

 

Principle:  

 

 

2. For Clarity—when you share 

 

 

Principle: 

 

3. For Boldness—for sharing  
Proverbs 29:25 The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is safe. (ESV) 

 

Acts 4:29-31 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak 

your word with all boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are 

performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place in which 

they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to 

speak the word of God with boldness. (ESV)  

 
Parallel passage  

Ephesians 4:29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, 

as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. (ESV)  

 

II. Conduct: Life Witness  4:5-6 

Be wise in contacts with outsiders 

A. Walking in Wisdom 4:5 

 

 

B. Witnessing in Word 4:6 

 

Speak graciously to them (be gentle)  

 
 
1 Peter 3:15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, (ESV) 

 

Principle: 

 
 

Application 
Sound answers offered with a positive spirit overcome many obstacles to the gospel. This text 

emphasizes the method of answering more than the content. It calls for Christian graciousness and 

sensitivity to the person and situation. 

 

Assignment 

Commit to praying every day this week for opportunities. 

 
Small Group Questions—posted at http://stevekilgore.com/fluency/ 


