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Lesson 12:  Proper Response to People
Colossians 3:18–4:1


Colossians 3:18–4:1
18 		Wives, 
			submit to your husbands, 
				as is fitting in the Lord. 
19 		Husbands, 
			love your wives, 
				and do not be harsh with them. 
20 		Children, 
			obey your parents in everything, 
				for this pleases the Lord. 
21 		Fathers, 
			do not provoke your children, 
				lest they become discouraged. 

22 		Slaves, 
			obey in everything those who are your earthly masters, 
				not by way of eye-service,
					as people-pleasers,
				but with sincerity of heart,
					fearing the Lord. 

23 			Whatever you do,2:6-7; 3:17

				work heartily, 
						as for the Lord 
						and not for men, 
24 					knowing that from the Lord 
								you will receive the inheritance 
													as your reward. 
			You are serving the Lord Christ. 
25 			For the wrongdoer will be paid back 
											for the wrong he has done, 
											and there is no partiality. 
4:1 		Masters, 
			treat your slaves justly and fairly, 
				knowing that you also have a Master in heaven. (ESV)



Introduction
God created the original home when He brought Adam and Eve together.  The home existed before the church, and it continues to function as the foundation of local congregations.  The purpose of the church, therefore, is to complement the family and to honor the unique responsibilities of each member of the household.  There must not be any contradiction in function, or role reversal.  In other words, it is not possible for a male to be the authoritative head of the family and for a female to be the ruling officer of the local church.  The principles and responsibilities specified for family members must carry over into the church, which is the extension of the family.[footnoteRef:1] [1: Gromacki, p. 146.] 
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Some have asked why Paul inserts this section.  Simply, the Christian ethics of the previous section are applied to specific life situations—the ethical cames from the doctrinal section.  True doctrine should lead to good living:  “the truths that we believe in large measure determine the kind of life we live.”[footnoteRef:2] [2: S. L. Johnson  Studies in Colossians‑Part XI: New Man in the Old Relationships — Bib Sac Vol 121  #482 ‑‑ Apr 1964 — p. 107] 


The three pairs were common units addressed in the Roman world by many Roman writers and by Jews of the diaspora.  The Jewish writers often emphasized the weaker member.[footnoteRef:3] [3: Dunn, p. 242-244, oikonomia household management.] 


The best place to demonstrate godly character (particularly love) in maintaining unity is in relationships, particularly in the home. Paul’s teaching is not just about personal conduct, but all conduct, including the primary units:  home and household (work).  Good order and good citizenship are key Christian virtues.

Another reason Paul may have included these instructions relates to the early church.  The early churches met in homes, so the proper conduct in the home was important.  Also see the high standards placed on the home life of church leaders:  manage you home well (1Timothy 3, Titus 1).

Paul gives commands with accompanying reasons.  Each group is addressed, given instruction, followed by the motivation.  The primary motivation is the believers’ relationship to Christ.[footnoteRef:4] [4: Notice the repetition of “Lord”  (7 times in reference to Christ) as the motivation or orientation of the instructions (3:18, 20, 22, 23, 24; 4:1)  (Dunn p. 244).  It is these references that show that the rules are not time-bound, but time-less.  Christ is the ethical standard, these rules are the application.  Therefore are the appropriate response for those saved by Christ (Colossians 2:6-7).
S. L. Johnson, p. 110.
“It is remarkable to note how the apostle’s use of the term in Christ and in the Lord vary.  I think it can be demonstrated that his use of the expression in Christ (or the equivalents, such as in Him) is frequent in passages emphasizing the believer’s spiritual position, where in the Lord (and its equivalents) is frequent in passages emphasizing the believer’s spiritual action.  This is to be expected since the concept of Christ Lordship should pervade our daily lives, (cf. v. 20).] 


Which is easier to love or to submit?  (Answer: the Paradox)

Outline
Three pairs of reciprocal responsibilities with “subordinate” addressed first.
I. House Rules	3:18-20
A. Wives:  Submit  3:18
1. Command
2. Clarification
B. Husbands: Love  3:19
1. Command
2. Clarification
C. Children:  Obey  3:20
1. Command
2. Clarification
D. Fathers:  Encourage 3:21
1. Command
2. Clarification
II. Household Rules  3:22—4:1
A. Slaves:  Obey  3:22-25
1. Command
2. Clarification (all slave related?)
a. Work Hard Always
b. Work for the Lord and be rewarded
c. Wrong will be repaid consistently
B. Masters:  Provide rightly and fairly  4:1
1. Command
2. Clarification


Application
Can people say this about us?
2 Kings 4:9 And she said to her husband, “Behold now, I know that this is a holy man of God who is continually passing our way. (ESV) 

Can we say this about ourselves?
Joshua 24:15 And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” (ESV) 

