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Upper Room Discourse 
Preparation of the new community for a Spirit-guided mission to the unbelieving world 

Overview 
• Prologue (Preamble) John 13:1-30 

• Main discourse  John 13:31–16:33 

• Epilogue—Prayer  John 17 

Review 
Introduction 13:1-3 

An example of humility: washing the disciples feet  13:4-12a 

An explanation of humility: instruction the disciples 13:12b-17 

Prediction of betrayal and denial  13:21-38 

Comfort based on promise of return, reunion and reward  14:1-14 

Jesus departure and sending of the Spirit  14:15-31 

Jesus desires disciples who abide in Him and thereby are fruitful  15:1-17 

Be a witness to the world in spite of conflict with the world 15:18–16:4 

 

Passage Paraclete Explanation 
John 14:15-17  

Spirit of truth 
Jesus will ask the father to send another helper 
 
Role 

To be with you forever 
Benefit 
Will be in you—Permanent Indwelling (Abiding) 

John 14:25-31 
Holy Spirit 

Father will send in Jesus name 
 

Role 

Teach you all things 
Bring to remembrance what Jesus said to you 
Benefit 
Peace 

John 15:26-27 (–16:4) 

Spirit of truth 

Jesus will send from the Father 

—proceeds from the Father 
 
Role 
Bear witness about Jesus 
Benefit 
Told this to keep you from falling 

John 16:4b/7-11 
 

I will send him to you 
 
Role 

Convict the world concerning 
—sin 
—righteousness 
—judgment 

 
Benefit 
Help will come to you 

John 16:12-15 
Spirit of truth 

Still have many thing to say to you but you can’t bear them now 
 

Role 
Guide you into all truth 
Glorifying Jesus 
 
Benefit 

Declare to you what is mine 

 

  



Jesus Anticipates His Return to the Father 16:16-33 

 

Disciples’ sorrow turned to Joy 16:16-24 

 

 

Jesus’ figurative declaration of departure and return 16:16 

 

 

 

Disciples misunderstanding and question 16:17-18 

 

 

 

Jesus’ plan statement of sorrow followed by joy 16:19-24 

 

Relationship of sorrow to joy 

 

 

Perspective for petitions 

 

 

Jesus’ surprising victory 16:25-33 

 

 

Clarity of speech 16:25-28 

 

Concrete and clear explanations  16:25 

 

 

Asking in Jesus’ name 16:26-27 

 

 

Return to the Father 16:28 

 

 

Declaration of Victory 16:29-33 

Disciples claim of clarity 16:29-30 

 

 

Jesus’ challenge 16:31-32 

 

 

Jesus’ surprising victory 16:33 

 

Summary 
 

 

 

Application 
Be willing to let Scripture form our worldview 

Be willing to allow our preunderstanding to be challenge by Scripture 

Admit that there are ways we see the world and even the way we read Scripture that 

are colored by our background, experience, culture, etc. 

Admit that we don’t have the corner on the market of understanding 

That does not mean we should stop pursuing understanding, rather it should make 

us humble in that pursuit. 


