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Colossians 

Focus on Christ Your Complete Sufficiency 

Put On Virtues 
 

Colossians 3:12-17 

12  Put on then,  

    as God’s chosen ones,  

     holy and beloved,  

   compassion,  

   kindness,  

   humility,  

   meekness,  

   and patience,  

13    bearing with one another  

   and, if one has a complaint against another,  

     forgiving each other;  

     as the Lord has forgiven you,  

      so you also must forgive.  

 

14  And above all these put on love,  

        which binds everything together in perfect harmony.  

 

15  And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,  

    to which indeed you were called in one body.  

 And be thankful.  

 

16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,  

  teaching  

  and admonishing one another  

    in all wisdom,  

  singing psalms  

    and hymns  

    and spiritual songs,  

      with thankfulness in your hearts to God.  

 

17 And whatever you do,  

      in word or deed,  

     do everything  

       in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

       giving thanks to God the Father through him. (ESV) 

  



I. Negative Exhortations:  Shadows verse Substance 2:16-23 
II. Positively Exhortation:  We must Recognize our Position in Christ 3:1-4 

Understanding your position in Christ 
A. Union with Christ:  Our Mental Obligation  3:1-2 
B. Union with Christ: Its Features  3:3-4 
Christ the Focus 

III. Take Off  Vices  3:5-11 
A. Put Off Personal Sin  3:5-7 
B. Put Aside Corporate Sin  3:8-11 

1. Put aside verbal sins 3:8 
2. Don’t lie to each other 3:9-11 

IV. Put on Virtues 3:12-17 
A. The Clothing of the Community 3:12-13 

 
 

B. The Overalls of the Community:  Love  3:14 
 
 
 

C. The Perspective and Practice of the Individual Controlled by Christ 3:15-17 
 

a) Controlled by Peace and Thanksgiving 
 
b) Controlled by The Word 
 
c) Controlled Actions 

 
 

Christ the Focus 
 

Application 
What happens when I don’t spend meaningful time in God’s word?1 
1. Tend to magnify the weaknesses of others and overlook my own 

Lack of love 
Scripture teaches us to value other and that we need a healthy sense of our own weakness and 
inability before the One who is more than able 

2. Tend to evaluate what I see as if it is all there is 
Lack of eternal perspective 

Scripture teaches us that there is more to life than the present 
3. Tend to close my hand on my possessions 

Lack of trust 
Scripture teaches us that God is faithful and will take care of us, that generosity is God’s way 

4. Tend to hold on to my anger too long 
Lack of forgiveness and grace/mercy towards others 

Scripture teaches us that God has bestowed a great amount of grace on us and continue renews 
His inexhaustible mercy on us 

 
 
 
Small Group Questions—posted at http://stevekilgore.com/fluency/ 

                                                           

1 Adapted from Andy Stanley, sermon “Text: Ding” 2/2/08 


