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1 Corinthians 11 

Element of Personal Bible Study 
Reading the text 

Observing the text 

Analyzing the text 

 Key principles of interpretation 
A Text without a Context is a Pretext 
Seek to Discover not Determine meaning 

Understanding our own worldview and how it impacts our reading of Scripture 
Seeking to be sensitive to what “goes without being said” in our society 

Do—Application 

 
1 Corinthians 11  

2 Now I commend you because you  

  remember me in everything  

  and maintain the traditions  

     even as I delivered them to you.  

3  But I want you to understand that  

  the head of every man is Christ,  

  the head of a wife is her husband,  

  and the head of Christ is God.  

4  Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered  

  dishonors his head, 

5  but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered  

  dishonors her head,  

   since it is the same as if her head were shaven.  

6     For if a wife will not cover her head,  

     then she should cut her hair short.  

     But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or shave her head, 

       let her cover her head.  

 

7  For a man ought not to cover his head,  

  since he is the image and glory of God,  

  but woman is the glory of man.  

8    For man was not made from woman,  

    but woman from man.  

9    Neither was man created for woman,  

    but woman for man.  

10   That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her head,  

   because of the angels.  

11   Nevertheless, in the Lord  

    woman is not independent of man  

     nor man of woman;  

12    for as woman was made from man,  

     so man is now born of woman.  

    And all things are from God.  

 

13  Judge for yourselves:  

   is it proper for a wife to pray to God with her head uncovered?  

14    Does not nature itself teach you  

     that if a man wears long hair it is a disgrace for him,  

15     but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory?  

      For her hair is given to her for a covering.  

16  If anyone is inclined to be contentious,  

   we have no such practice,  

   nor do the churches of God.  

 



Outline 
Propriety in Worship 1 Corinthians 11:2-14:40 

1. Relationship of man and women in church 11:2-16 

Head cover as the test case 

 

The need for women to wear a head coving for worship 11:2-6 

Introductory praise 11:2 

 

Headship 11:3-6 

Headship—everyone has a head  11:3 

 

 

The Context and Problem 11:4-6 

Men/Husbands should not cover their heads when praying or prophesying 

 

Women/Wives should not uncover their heads when praying or 

prophesying 

 

Functional distinction  11:7-12 

Women should give evidence in the context of worship that they were created 

from and for man  11:7-10 

 

 

Instruction developed or qualification  11:11-12 

 

Appeal to common sense, nature and consensus 11:13-16 

Support argument for preceding instruction 11:13-15 

 

 

Conclusion: consensus 11:16 

 

 

2. Relationship of the rich and the poor 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Lord’s table as the test case 

 

Problem: Selfish participating 11:17-22 

Review of the institution of the Lord’s table 11:23-26 

The Bread 11:23-24 

The Cup 11:25-26 

The need: Self-examination and concern for other 11:27-34 

Challenge: Correction 11:27-29 

 

 

Result: Discipline  11:30-32 

 

 

Summary instruction 11:33-34 

 

 

Application 
 

 

Personal Bible Study Challenge 
Read 1 Corinthians 12-14 at least twice 

What terms do you see repeated? 

What do these chapters not tell you to do, that you would have expected them to 

say? 

What are the proactive instructions/challenges these chapters give? 


