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1 Corinthians 8-10 

Element of Personal Bible Study 
Reading the text 

Observing the text 

Analyzing the text 

 Key principles of interpretation 

A Text without a Context is a Pretext 

Seek to Discover not Determine meaning 

Understanding our own worldview and how it impacts our reading of Scripture 

Seeking to be sensitive to what “goes without being said” in our society 

Do—Application 
Personal Application with SPECS?  
Sin to be forsaken? 
Promises to be claimed? 
Examples to be followed? 
Commands to be obeyed? 
Stumbling block or hindrance to be avoided? 

 

Idolatry, Christian liberty and wise practices  1 Corinthians 8:1–11:1 

1 Corinthians 8 

Those with so called “knowledge” should demonstrate love to weaker 

brother by sacrificing their right to eat meat sacrificed to idols 

 

1. Refrain from eating meat offered to idols for the benefit of others 8:1-13 

a. Knowledge without love produces pride  8:1-3 

b. Knowledge possessed: Idols are nothing 8:4-6 

c. Love exercised: Build up the weak, don’t cause them to stumble 8:7-13 

 

 

1 Corinthians 9 

Paul’s personal example of sacrificing for the good of others and for the 

progress of the gospel 

 

2. The right to give up one’s right  9:1-23 

a. Paul’s rights as an apostle  9:1-14 

1) Paul’s freedom and status 9:1-2 

2) Paul’s right to be supported 9:3-14 

b. Paul’s example of unused rights  9:15-27 

1) Paul’s refusal to exploit/use his rights 9:15-18 

2) Paul’s refusal to exploit/use his freedom 9:19-23 

 

 

1 Corinthians 10:1-22 

The folly and danger of idolatry and eating meat sacrificed to idols in a 

pagan temple 

 

3. The sinfulness of idolatry 10:1-22 

 

a. Israel’s failure as a negative example 10:1-13 

Support for Paul’s instruction and refutation of the Corinthian practice 

using the example of Israel, who lacked self-restraint and were disciplined 

for idolatry, immorality and grumbling 

 

 

  



b. A challenge from the Corinthians practice 10:14-22 

They cannot worship God (at the Lord’s Table) and associate with idols (at 

their table) 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 10:23–11:1 

Freedom to build others up in love and living for the glory of God are the 

criteria for determining what we participate in or what freedoms we use 

 

4. Summary: Practical instruction—to how to live in a pagan world 10:23-11:1  

 

a. Response to their slogan  10:23-24 

 

b. Instruction on specific issues  10:25-30 

 

 

c. General Guidelines 10:31–11:1 

 

 

 

 Summary—overarching principle 

 

 

 

Key Applicational Concepts 
 Living with intentionality       8:13; 9:24-27; 10:23-24 

 Giving up rights—becoming a servant   8:8-9; 9:12, 15, 19 

o Not everything that looks like a “right” is a freedom 10:12, 14, 20-21 

 For the purpose of extending the gospel  9:22-23 

 To the glory of God        10:31 

 

 

Application 
 The ultimate issue that should determine what I do (in the exercise or restriction of 

my freedom) is— will it bring glory to God 

 

 Don’t fear legalism (rules)  and restriction more than  accommodation 

We live in a society that demands tolerance—we must show grace, without 

accommodation 

 

Personal Bible Study Challenge 
Read 1 Corinthians 11 and 14 at least twice 

Identify the topics 

 


