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Philippians 

Contradicting hardship with an uncommon commitment to 

the unconquerable Gospel 
 

Press On 
Philippians 3:12–4:1 

 
12   Not that I have already obtained this  
  or am already perfect,  
   but I press on to make it my own,  
    because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  
13   Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own.  
   But one thing I do:  
    forgetting what lies behind  
    and straining forward to what lies ahead,  
14       I press on toward the goal  
           for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
15   Let those of us who are mature think this way,  
     and if in anything you think otherwise,  
       God will reveal that also to you.  
16   Only let us hold true to what we have attained.  
 
17 Brothers,  
  join in imitating me,  
  and keep your eyes on those who walk 
         according to the example you have in us.  
18  For many,  
   of whom I have often told you  
   and now tell you even with tears,  
  walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.  
19    Their end is destruction,  
    their god is their belly,  
    and they glory in their shame,  
    with minds set on earthly things.  
20  But our citizenship is in heaven,  
  and from it we {eagerly} await a Savior,  

   the Lord Jesus Christ,  
21     who will transform our lowly body  
     to be like his glorious body,  
      by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
 

4:1 Therefore, my brothers,  
   whom I love and long for,  
   my joy and crown,  
  stand firm thus in the Lord,  
   my beloved.  (ESV) 

Review 
• Church started under hardship 

• Contradicting hardship with an uncommon commitment to the unconquerable Gospel 
• Philippians 1:1-11 

• Paul writes a thank you letter for the Philippians for their partnership in the gospel 
• Philippians 1:12-26  Contradict hardship with uncommon perspective 

• Demonstrates his perspective of priority of the gospel 
• Philippians 1:27–2:4    Contradict hardship with uncommon selflessness 

• Paul challenges believers to maintain unity through personal humility and therefore 
• Philippians 2:5-11   Contradict hardship with uncommon humility 



• Philippians 2:12-18  Paul challenges individuals to grow into maturity in Christ 
• Philippians 2:19-30 Paul gives two examples of individuals who actively demonstrate the 

characteristics he has challenged the Philippians to possess 
• Philippians 3:1-11 Contradicting Hardship with Uncommon Commitment and Trust 

The Prize of the Christian Life: The Knowledge of Christ
 3:1–4:1 

Walk steadfastly against false teachers: Warning against false 

teachers  3:1-4a 

The Example of Paul—self-defense, benefits of new life  3:4b-14 
1. Paul’s potential confidence in himself prior to Christ  3:4b-6 

2. Paul’s confidence in Christ 3:7-11 

3. Paul’s present life pursuit 3:12-14 

 

a.  Disclaimer 3:12 

 

 

b. The Race 3:13-14 

1) Forget what is behind—look to the goal 

 

 

2) Strain forward 

 

 

3) Press on toward the goal 

 

The Exhortation to Others 3:15–4:1 
1. An Appeal:  Walk unity in conviction and conduct  3:15-17 

 

 

2. A Warning: Walk away from—those of evil character 3:18-19 

 

 

3. A Challenge: Stand firm in the true hope  3:20-21 

 

 

 

 
Enemies of Christ Us 

End? Destruction Heavenly _____________________ 

God? Their belly The Savior, ______________________ 

Glory? Their shame Transformed to be _________________ 

Focus? Earthly things All things _______________________ 

 

4. Hinge: Stand firm in Him 4:1 

 

Application 


