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Upper Room Discourse 
Preparation of the new community for a Spirit-guided mission to the unbelieving world 

Overview 
• Prologue (Preamble) John 13:1-30 

• Main discourse  John 13:31–16:33 

• Epilogue—Prayer  John 17 

Review 
Introduction 13:1-3 

An example of humility: washing the disciples feet  13:4-12a 

An explanation of humility: instruction the disciples 13:12b-17 

Prediction of betrayal and denial  13:21-38 

Comfort based on promise of return, reunion and reward  14:1-14 

Jesus departure and sending of the Spirit  14:15-31 

Jesus desires disciples who abide in Him and thereby are fruitful  15:1-17 

Be a witness to the world in spite of conflict with the world 15:18–16:4 

 

 John 13-14 John 15-17 

The departure of Jesus to the 

Father and His Return 

14:2–3, 18–20, 22–23, 28 16:5–7, 16–22, 28; 17:11, 

13 

Jesus’ relation to the Father 14:6–7, 9–11, 28; 15:10, 23–24; 16:15; 

17:1–2, 4–5, 8, 10, 21–26 

The Word or revelation of the 

Father 

14:9 17:6, 26 

Prayer in Jesus’ name 14:13–15 16:23–24, 26 

Keeping Jesus’ commands  14:15, 21, 23 15:10, 12–14, 17 

The Paraclete  14:16–17, 26 15:26–27; 16:7–15 

The judgment of the prince of 

the world  

14:30 16:11 

The Paraclete 
“paraclete”—Come along side, helper, advocate, one called to someone’s aid 

We need several words to capture the meaning— 

Helper—one who comes along side to provide aid 

Comforter—one who strengthens (old English meaning, in KJV), in the sense of 

“encourage/exhort” 

Counselor—but not in the therapeutic connotation of today, but of a “legal 

advisor” 

Advocate—one who supports the words and works of another 

Passage  Additional descriptor   Explanation 
John 14:15-17  

Spirit of truth 

Jesus will ask the father to send another helper 

Role 

To be with you forever 

Benefit 

Will be in you—Permanent indwelling 

John 14:25-31 
Holy Spirit 

Father will send in Jesus name 

Role 

Teach you all things 

Bring to remembrance what Jesus said to you 

Benefit Peace 



John 15:26–16:4 
Spirit of truth 

 

Jesus will send from the Father 

—proceeds from the Father 

 

Role 

Bear witness about Jesus 

 

Benefit 

Told this to keep you from falling 

 

John 16:4b/7-11 
 

I will send him to you 

 

Role 

Convict the world concerning 

—sin 

—righteousness 

—judgment 

 

Benefit 

Help will come to you 

 

John 16:12-15 
Spirit of truth 

 

Still have many thing to say to you but you can’t bear them now 

 

Role 

 

Guide you into all truth 

Glorifying Jesus 

 

Benefit 

Declare to you what is mine 

 

Application 
The role of the Paraclete gives us… 

Trust in our Scriptures 

Assurance of Christ’s victory 

 

The role of the Paraclete encourages us… 

That we have not been left alone—we are given the Helper/Advocate 


