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God’s Character in our Chaos 
Daniel 9 

The Book of Daniel:  Shows how to live in a pagan land as you trust and wait for God to act 
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of God’s Power 
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8—12 

Language Aramaic Hebrew 

Place Babylon  Persia 

Time 605 > 536 551 >536 

Prophetic 
Focus 

Discipline of Judah (70 years) 
Judgment upon Gentiles 

Hope for Jews (Israel) 
Preview of their future 

Purpose Reminding Israel—theirs is the Most 
High God, live like it 

Reminding Israel—theirs is the 
Most High God, believe like it 

Basic flow of Daniel 9 

9:1-19 Daniel’s prayer and concern for his people 

9:20-23 Gabriel brings an answer 

9:24-27 The vision of 70 weeks 

 

I. The Setting 9:1-2 (Date: 1st year of Darius = 538 B.C.) 

Historical setting 9:1 
Prophetic setting 9:2  

Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10; cf. 2 Chron. 36:21; also see Lev. 25:2-7 and 26:34-35 
 

Studying the Word of God 
 

II. The Prayer of Daniel 9:3-19 

A. Repentance and confession of sin 9:3-10 
Emphasis: God’s righteousness 

B. Recognition of God’s right to judge 9:11-14 
C. Request for God’s mercy  9:15-19 

God’s reputation—the priority 
God’s purpose—the focus 
God’s glory—the goal 

Daniel’s main concern is God’s reputation! 
 

III.The Prophecy of God 9:20-27 
Key Question 

 
A. The return of Gabriel 9:20-23 

 
B. The announcement of the seventy weeks of prophecy 9:24-27 

Time Elements Related to Daniel’s Seventy Weeks 

Past 490 Years Captivity 70 Years 490 Future Years 

The Sabbatical Year 
Violated (70 X 7) 490 
Years (Lev. 26:34-35, 43 

Daniel’s Time in the 
Midst of the 70 Years 

(70 X 7) 490 Decreed Years 
(Dan. 9:24-27) 
Remaining History of Israel 

 
1. The first 69 weeks 9:24-25 

a. Statement of Prophecy  9:24 
1) What is meant by “weeks?”  



2) What “decree” is spoken of? (9:25) 
a) Description 
b) There are four possible decrees to choose from. 

(1) First a decree by Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-4; 6:3-5) it only dealt with the 
building of the temple not the whole city. 

(2) Second a decree by Darius (Ezra 6:1-12) which is simply a 
restatement of Cyrus’ decree. 

(3) Third a decree by Artaxerxes to Ezra (7:11-26) for further work to 
be done to the temple (again not about a city but temple). 

(4) Fourth, Artaxerxes decree to Nehemiah in 444 B.C. to rebuild the 
city (2:1-8). This decree deals specifically with the rebuilding of the 
city as is developed in Daniel 9:25. 
 

(5) The decree makes the beginning of the 70 weeks 

 
c) “For your people and your holy city” 

 
3) Six Objectives 9:24 

a) “To finish the transgression”  
b) “To put an end of sin” 
c) “To atone for iniquity” 
d) “To bring in (or to cause to come) everlasting righteousness” 
e) “To seal both vision and prophecy.” 
f) “To anoint the most holy place.” 

4) Breakdown of the events  9:25 
a) Observation:  Note the specifics 

(1) 7 week  9:25 
(2) 62 week  9:25-26 

(3) 1 week  9:27 
(4) Middle of the week 9:27 

b) What are the 70 weeks? 
There first 7 sevens (49 years) deal with the rebuilding of the city.  
The next 62 sevens (434 years) lead up to the Messiah being cut 
off.  They are one unity of 483 years (ESV created two sentences 
and uses “then”—the Hebrew conjunction is simply “and” or 
“sequence of closely related events”).  The point being that there 
would be 483 years from the time the decree was given to the 
building of the city, until Messiah was cut off. 

 
Going from 444 B.C. for 483 years leads to A.D. 33. 

 
2. The cutting off of Messiah 9:26 

a. What is meant by the “cutting off of Messiah” and when will it occur? 
 

b. What is meant by “destroy the city and sanctuary” and has it happened?  
 

3. The seventieth week  9:27 
a. “he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week” 

b. Middle of week 
c. Complete destruction 
d. Destroyer destroyed 

Implications 
The amazing prophecy of Daniel 9 should bring comfort to all believers!  It tells us that everything is working to 

plan in God’s redemptive program. It tells us that Messiah was to die in his earlier work on earth; but his 

ultimate work on earth awaits his coming in glory. It also tells us that all the wars and conflicts are part of 

God’s plan and not a failure of it. They will not hinder the fulfillment of the promises–of which we are heirs.1 

                                         
1 Allen Ross, Studies in the Book of Daniel, (http://www.christianleadershipcenter.org/Daniel.pdf). 


