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1 Timothy 
Pursue godliness and fight the good fight of the faith  

Lesson 9: Instruction on how to response to elders 
1 Timothy 5:17-25 

 
 
1 Timothy 5 

17 Let the elders who rule well  
     be considered worthy of double honor,  
   especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.  
18   For the Scripture says,  
   “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,”  
   and, “The laborer deserves his wages.”  
 
 
19  Do not admit a charge against an elder  
    except on the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
20  As for those who persist in sin,  
   rebuke them in the presence of all,  
    so that the rest may stand in fear.  
 
 
21  In the presence  
   of God  
   and of Christ Jesus  
   and of the elect angels  
         I charge you to keep these rules  
          without prejudging,  
          doing nothing from partiality.  
 
 
22  Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands,  
   nor take part in the sins of others;  
   keep yourself pure. 
  
 
23  (No longer drink only water,  
   but use a little wine  
    for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.) 
 
 
24 The sins of some men are conspicuous,  
   going before them to judgment,  
   but the sins of others appear later.  
25  So also good works are conspicuous,  
   and even those that are not cannot remain hidden. (ESV) 
  



I. Salutation 1:1-2 

II. Timothy’s Task: A Corrective Ministry  1:3-20 

A. Timothy’s basic task explained—Charge #1  Correct False Teacher  1:3-11 

B. Paul’s conversion and commission and Timothy’s commission and task  1:12-20 

1. Positive encouragement from Paul’s experience receiving grace  1:12-17 

2. Exhortation based on Timothy’s life and present challenges—Charge #2  1:18-20 
Wage the good battle 

III. Positive instruction to the church on ministry  2:1–6:10 

A. Restoring the Conduct of the Church 2:1–3:16 

1. Instructions on Public Worship  2:1-15 

a. Priority of Prayer 2:1-7 

b. Concerning the Role of Men and Women 2:8-15 

2. Instructions on Church Leadership 3:1-13 

a. Qualifications of Overseers 3:1-7 

b. Qualifications of Deacons 3:8-13 

3. Conduct in the church—Based on Truth 3:14-16 

B. Guarding the Truth in the Church 4:1-16 
 The responsibilities of leadership 

1. Warning: In the Face of Apostasy 4:1-5 

2. Timothy’s Personal Responsibilities—Charge #3  4:6-16 

a. What you ought to teach 4:6-10 

b. How you ought to behave  4:11-16 

C. Dealing with Groups in the Church 5:1–6:10 
1. Various age and gender groups: Men and Women, Young and Old 5:1-2 
2. Widows 5:3-16 

a. Older Widows 5:3-10 
b. Younger Widows 5:11-16 

3. Elders 5:17-25 
 

a. The Reward of Elders 5:17-18 
 
 
 
b. The Reputation of Elders 5:19-20 

 
1) The Reputation of Elders Protected 5:19 

 
 
 

2) The Sins of Elders Publicly Rebuked 5:20 
 
 
 

c. The Recognition of Prospective Elders 5:21-25 
1) Choose carefully 5:21-23 
 
 
2) Exercise wise discernment 5:24-25 
 
 

 
Application 


