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Upper Room Discourse 
Preparation of the new community for a Spirit-guided mission to the unbelieving world 

Overview 
• Prologue (Preamble) John 13:1-30 

• Main discourse  John 13:31–16:33 

• Epilogue—Prayer  John 17 

Review 
Introduction 13:1-3 

An example of humility: washing the disciples feet  13:4-12a 

An explanation of humility: instruction the disciples 13:12b-17 

Prediction of betrayal and denial  13:21-38 

Comfort based on promise of return, reunion and reward  14:1-14 

Jesus departure and sending of the Spirit  14:15-31 

Jesus desires disciples who abide in Him and thereby are fruitful  15:1-17 

 

Witness to the World  15:18–6:4 
15:18  “If the world hates you,  

     know that it has hated me  

         before it hated you.  

19  If you were of the world,  

    the world would love you as its own; 

  but because you are not of the world,  

    but I chose you out of the world,  

     therefore the world hates you.  

20
  

Remember the word that I said to you: 

         ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’  

    If they persecuted me,  

     they will also persecute you.  

    If they kept my word,  

     they will also keep yours.  

21     But all these things  

     they will do to you  

        on account of my name, 

        because they do not know him who sent me.  

22     If I had not come  

       and spoken to them,  

        they would not have been guilty of sin,  

         but now they have no excuse for their sin.  

23    Whoever hates me hates my Father also.  

24     If I had not done among them  

       the works that no one else did,  

        they would not be guilty of sin,  

         but now they have seen  

            and hated both me  

                and my Father.  

25
        

But the word that is written in their Law  

          must be fulfilled:  

           ‘They hated me without a cause.’  

 



26   “But when the Helper comes,  

      whom I will send to you from the Father,  

       the Spirit of truth, 

         who proceeds from the Father,  

        he will bear witness about me.  

27    And you also will bear witness,  

         because you have been with me  

               from the beginning. 

 

16:1   “I have said all these things  

     to you to keep you from falling away.  

2        They will put you out of the synagogues.  

            Indeed, the hour is coming  

              when whoever kills you  

                will think he is offering service to God.  

3        And they will do these things  

           because they have not known the Father,  

              nor me.  

4   But I have said these things to you,  

    that when their hour comes  

     you may remember that I told them to you. (ESV) 

Application 
What should our witness look like today? 

Colossians 4:2–6; Matthew 5:13-16; Acts 17 

 

 

 

Where/When do we struggle to be active/consistent witnesses? 

 

 

 

What is required to be a consistent active witness? 

How can we make our whole life a consistent witness? 

 

 

 

Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
Hebrews 13:3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with 

them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. (ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 12:26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member 

is honored, all rejoice together. (ESV) 

 

10 Ways to Pray for Our Persecuted Family 

1.  Pray that persecuted believers will sense God’s presence (Heb. 13:5). 

2.  Pray that they will feel connected to the greater Body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:20, 26). 

3.  Pray that they will be comforted by God when their family members are killed, injured or 

imprisoned for their witness (2 Cor. 1: 3-5). 

4.  Pray that they will have more opportunities to share the gospel (Col. 4:3). 

5.  Pray for their boldness to make Christ known (Phil. 1:14). 

6.  Pray that they will forgive and love their persecutors (Matt. 5:44). 

7.  Pray that their ministry activities will remain undetected by authorities or others who 

wish to silence them (Acts 9:25). 

8.  Pray that they will rejoice in suffering (Acts 5:41). 

9.  Pray that they will be refreshed through God’s Word and grow in their faith (Eph. 6:17). 

10. Pray that they will be strengthened through the prayers of fellow believers (Jude 20-25).  


