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HEBREWS
ChristCAPTIVATED   BY

Question

• What causes your “faith” to waver?
• What matters more

• Having faith
• Quantity of faith

• What matters more
• Having faith
• Being faithful

Question

• Is Hebrews 11 intended to convict or
encourage?
• It may all depend on how your faithfulness is
doing

Review

• Original Audience
• Under persecution their immaturity is causing
them to drift, doubt, be dull and despise the
Word—through which they have learned
about Jesus and the salvation He provides

Review—Hebrews 10:19-25

• Confidence to enter the holy places
• Because of Jesus substitution

• Therefore…
• Let us draw near
• Let us hold fast
• Let us consider how we ought to keep
meeting together
• Stir up
• Stick together

Review—Hebrews 10:26-39

• Since we have a once-for-all sacrifice—don’t
treat sin lightly
• Don’t rebel or dishonor Him, that is like…

• Trampling underfoot the Son
• Profaning the blood of the covenant
• Outraging the Spirit of grace
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Review—Hebrews 10:26-39

• Since we have a once-for-all sacrifice—don’t
treat sin lightly
• Don’t rebel or dishonor Him

• If you deliberately rebel God will judge and
discipline
• A believer’s rebellion is more serious and
injurious to God than that of an unbeliever

• Challenge: Endure—don’t shrink back
Christ is the Superior
Son, Savior, Sacrifice,

Enthroned King
Keep Following

Jesus Christ!
Rest in what Christ

has done
As better Priest and Sacrifice

Don’t
Drift from
the Word

2:1-3
Don’t
Doubt the
Word

3:12-4:16
Don’t be
Dull to
the Word

5:11-6:8 Don’t
Despise
the Word

10:26-31 Don’t
Defy the
Word

12:25-29

Captivated by Jesus
Grow up and Keep Going!

Equipped to
Live it out

with others

Pay
Attention

Draw Near
Press on to

maturity

Draw near
Hold Fast

Stir up
Encourage

Do not
refuse Him

Offer
acceptable

worship
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Christ’s
better

Priesthood
and New
Covenant

Examples of
perseverance

Observation—caution

• Biblical Character Studies
• Understand incremental revelation
• Study the characters in context
• Seek to understand what in the story is
descriptive and what is prescriptive

• Seek to understand what God affirms
• Seek to understand what God revealed
about himself

Observation

• Repeated
• Patterns
• Which do you see most

• Attitude or Action
• What surprises you?

Hebrews 11:1-2

• Faith is
• Assurance of things hoped for
• Conviction of things not seen

• Not a definition but a description of what faith
does
• Faith is future focused with present effect

Hebrews 11:33-38
• Notice the contrast

• Hebrews 11:33-35a
• Victory

• Easy to assume: God worked on their behalf
• Hebrews 11:35b-38

• Defeat
• Easy to assume: God didn’t come through for

them
• Point—Both groups persevered and were
commended by God
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Hebrews 11:39-40

• The examples of faithfulness did not fully
experience what had been promised for them
• But they were commended

• God has provided something better for us
• Wow!
• What?

Summary

• Faith is active perseverance in the present
• in light of the hope that we have based on
what Christ has done in the past

• and in light of a clear picture of the future that
God has promised

Challenge—Endurance

• Passages that discuss the difficulty that
Christians face emphasis the need to endure

• Romans 5:3-5; James 1:2-5; Hebrews 1:32-39;
Hebrews 11; Hebrews 12:1-17

• Why is endurance what God desires?

Challenge—Endurance

• God wants dependence more than anything
else
• Dependence demonstrates our faith
• To depend on God, we must exercise faith
• When we exercise faith we are assured of its
reality

Challenge—In Light of the Election

• Pray—seek God’s will
• seek God, not to manipulate but to discover
His will, prioritizing what He values—His glory
and our mission

• Think—be informed
• Vote—be involved
• Trust—perspective


