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1 Corinthians 8-10 

Element of Personal Bible Study 
Reading the text 

Observing the text 

Analyzing the text 

 Key principles of interpretation 

A Text without a Context is a Pretext 

Seek to Discover not Determine meaning 

Understanding our own worldview and how it impacts our reading of Scripture 

Seeking to be sensitive to what “goes without being said” in our society 

Do—Application 

Transcendent Purpose 

 The principle should: 

o be reflected in the text. 

o be timeless and not tied to a 

specific situation. 

o not be culturally bound. 

o correspond to the teaching 

of the rest of Scripture. 

o be relevant to both the 

biblical and the 

contemporary audience.1 

 

Questions to ask—to move to a principle 

What does the passage communicate about the character of God? 

Are there broader theological themes addressed? 

What does the passage address that reveals something about the human condition? 

Are there common problems addressed? 

 

Idolatry, Christian liberty and wise practices  1 Corinthians 8:1–11:1 

1 Corinthians 8 

Those with so called “knowledge” should demonstrate love to weaker 

brother by sacrificing right to eat meat sacrificed to idols 

 

1. Refrain from eating meat offered to idols for the benefit of others 8:1-13 

a. Knowledge without love produces pride  8:1-3 

b. Knowledge possessed: Idols are nothing 8:4-6 

c. Love exercised: Build up the weak, don’t cause them to stumble 8:7-13 

8:7 Weak 

Defiled 

 

8:9-10 

Stumbling block 

 

8:11 

Destroy 

 

8:12 

Sinning against your brother 

Wounding their conscience when it is weak 

Sin against Christ 

  

                                           
1  J. Scott Duvall and J. Daniel Hays, Grasping God’s Word (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001) p. 24 



1 Corinthians 9 

Paul’s personal example of sacrificing for the good of others, for the 

progress of the gospel 

 

2. The right to give ups one’s right  9:1-23 

a. Paul’s rights as an apostle  9:1-14 

1) Paul’s freedom and status 9:1-2 

2) Paul’s right to be supported 9:3-14 

b. Paul’s example of unused rights  9:15-27 

1) Paul’s refusal to exploit/use his rights 9:15-18 

2) Paul’s refusal to exploit/use his freedom 9:19-23 

 

1 Corinthians 10:1-22 

The folly and danger of idolatry and eating meat sacrificed to idols in a 

pagan temple 

 

3. The sinfulness of idolatry 10:1-22 

The folly and danger of idolatry and eating meat sacrificed to idols in a pagan 

temple 

 

 

 

 

1 Corinthians 10:23–11:1 

Freedom to build others up in love and living for the glory of God are the 

criteria for determining what we participate in or what freedoms we use 

 

Summary—overarching principle 

 

 

Application 
How to apply a passage that addresses a situation most of us don’t believe we encounter? 

How should we apply this passage in a culture that requires tolerant pluralism, which in 

reality is selfish exaltation of personal freedom? 

 

The Process 

Application to the original audience 

Refrain from meat offered to idols for the sake of the weak 

There are areas of freedom in Christ  

Association with idolatry is not a freedom in Christ 

Universal Principle 

What does the passage communicate about the character of God? Are there 

broader theological themes addressed? 

What does the passage address that reveals something about the human 

condition? Are there common problems addressed? 

 

Do not participate in those practices that are morally and theologically wrong 

—even if they will not impact your spiritual growth in the long run 

particularly if they will impact others who are newer in the faith 

 

Application in our context 

Out of obedience to Christ and love for others (more than you love your freedoms) 

—consider how your actions impact others 

Proactively seek to help others take steps towards Christ rather that erecting any 

obstacles in their way. 

 

Be willing to  

Limit your freedom for the sake of love 


