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Seeing God through the Eyes of His People

A narrative study of the character and attributes of God

ABF Mini-Coordinated Curriculum
Lesson 7: Job 38-42 (with an overview of the book of Job)
Question: 

When is it hard to trust God?  

When do you feel like defending your integrity?  
Our tendency (men particularly) is to fix or solve problems.  
Sometimes we simply have to submit to God and trust Him
Job: Wisdom Literature 

The Key Question in Job 

Why does evil, suffering exist?  

Can there be a God who is both all-powerful and all-loving, as the Bible claims?  

Why does a loving God allow suffering, is He not all-powerful?  

Why does an all-powerful God allow suffering, is He not all-loving? 
Approaches to the Book of Job 

From the narrator’s  and reader’s perspective we have the reason for suffering given at the beginning.  This may not help us accept the suffering, but we have a reason. 
From Job’s perspective he did not have the benefit of the prologue. 

Without Job 1:1-12; 2:1-9
Look at Job 1:13-22; 2:7-10

What might Job be feeling?

How can Job trust God, without an explanation? 
He knows nothing of God’s positive view of his character.  

But he does know the normal cultural understanding of sowing and reaping. 

Job’s initial reaction 

Job 1:20-22 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 22 In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. (ESV) 

Job 2:9-10 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips. (ESV) 


God’s view of Job 

Job 1:1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. (ESV) 

Job 1:8 And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” (ESV) 

Job 2:3 And the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” (ESV) 

The Bulk of the Story 

Discussions with his “friends”

At first (2:13) they kept silent—wise move

Then came “comfort”

Early on (13:14-16) Job did not want a hearing from God because he was not so certain of his innocence. 

Hymn on Wisdom 

Job 28 is a hymn on wisdom that reveals in the midst of incredible pain, Job still was seeing God clearly.  

He ends the hymn with echoes from Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 and Ecclesiastes 12:13-19

Job 28:28 And he said to man, ‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.’ ” (ESV)

Defense of his Integrity 

In his last speech before God interrupts, he defends his integrity and innocence and though he has done nothing wrong, calls out to God to answer him.
Job 31:35 Oh, that I had one to hear me! (Here is my signature! Let the Almighty answer me!) Oh, that I had the indictment written by my adversary! (ESV) 

Job assumes that an accusation has been lodged against him and that God has responded with judgment and he wants to prove God’s judgment wrong. 

God’s Response

Job 38-42 

First Response
38:1–40:2

The Lord challenges Job to answer him then goes on to give an overview of the mysteries of the sky and the earth, and follows with a survey of the mysteries of animal and bird life. 

Job’s first response
40:3–5 

Does Job repent?

Job confesses _______________

Second Response from God
40:6–41:34

The Lord challenges Job to govern the universe, and then describes the monsters Behemoth and Leviathan 

Why does the Lord not answer but asks questions? 

Job’s second response
42:1-6

Acknowledgement of God’s ________________
Confession of his own limited __________________
R____________ of accusation/complaint

R___________
Application 

What do we learn about God?

What do we learn about man?

Key lessons

· Be careful when speaking “for God”

· Often we speak from our perspective and assume God would agree

· Submission and surrender are always the appropriate response to God
