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Learning to Discern 
Lessons from Life: Esther 

Review 
Wisdom is 

Skill in godly living 
Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 beginning of wisdom is the “fear of the Lord” 

The fear of the Lord is a realization that God is in control and we are not. 
Fear of the Lord is a clear understanding of the holy transcendence of God with a sobering 
understanding of the consequences of not keeping His righteous standards. 

Discernment is 
Listening and obeying 

Discernment is the skill of understanding and applying God's Word with the purpose of separating 

truth from error and right from wrong.1 

Lessons from life 
 Discernment must be based in the character God and on the Word of God (requiring listen and 

remembering) 
 Discernment requires trusting God…patiently 
 When faced with a decision—the discerning individual seeks wise counsel 
 Discernment requires respond appropriately—humbly yet boldly in obedience to the Word 
 Discernment requires developing a God focus, Word driven worldview. 
 To live a life of discernment require strong conviction anchored in the Word, live with integrity and a 

willingness to share it with others. 
 

Context: Ezra, Esther and Nehemiah 

 

The Story Esther 
Setting  1–2 

Key Sections  2:1-11, 17-18 
 
 

                                                           
1 Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment (p. 61). Good News Publishers/Crossway Books. Kindle Edition. 



 

 

Conflict  3–7 
Key Sections 

3:1-6, 8-11 
 
4:1-17 
 
5:1-8 
 
7:1-10 

 
Resolution  8–10 

Key section 
Chapter 9 The establishment of Purim 

 

Summary 
 
 

Lessons 
Providence 
 God _____________ and ______________ absolute power over all the _______ of His hands. 
 
Providence is based on  

 God’s perfect ___________________ 

 God’s undeviating ___________________ 

 God’s absolute ____________________ 
 
The book of Esther teaches us that God acts on behalf of His people to accomplish His purpose. 
 
Man’s response to God’s Providence? 

Either 
_________________ and ____________________ 

Calmness and Commitment 
Or 

___________ and __________________ 
 

Lesson about Discernment 
To live a life of discernment require _________________________  

 When we look back we may see the providential hand of God 
 But looking forward we may need to exercise _______________________ 

 
 
 Trust in God ______________ plan and expect God’s _______________ involvement, but act 

______________ in wise decrements 
 Don’t fear making decisions 
 Don’t be paralyzed waiting for God miraculously intervene—He may want _________ to be 

the __________ means of His providential involvement. 


