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iPray 
 A Brief Study of prayer 

Review 
 Conditions for prayer 

 for God’s glory, in His will (submission), in the name of the Son, with 

faith 

 Faith is central, but not a guarantee, but without faith there is no 

guarantee 

 Models of prayer 

 Prayer does not eliminate action it fuels it 

 Prayer should not be perfunctory performance but purposeful dependence 

 Big picture prayer 

 God’s greater glory 

 Prayer should be driven by a passion for His name and His reputation 

 Purposeful praying 

 Prioritizing purpose not just requests 

 “So that” 

 Persistence in prayer—to strengthen your faith and deep your dependence 

What should we pray for? 

Colossians 4:2-6 
Colossians 4:2-4  

2 Continue steadfastly in prayer,  
 being watchful in it with thanksgiving.  
 
3 At the same time, pray also for us,  
 that God may open to us a door for the word,  
  to declare the mystery of Christ,  
   on account of which I am in prison—  
4  that I may make it clear,  
  which is how I ought to speak. (ESV)  
 
5 Conduct yourselves wisely toward outsiders,  
 making the best use of the time.  
6   Let your speech always be gracious,  
    seasoned with salt,  
   so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. (ESV) 
 

What is the main point? 

 Don’t give up—keep praying 

 Alert and thankful 

 Pray for opportunities for the gospel 

 Pray first, be sensitive to God’s working 

 Know the gospel—share it clearly, without confusing language or minimizing 

the truth 

 The truths of the gospel must be accompanied by wise actions 

 Pray: For Personal Opportunities for Impact 

  



1 Timothy 2:1-4 
1 Timothy 2 

1 First of all, then,  
   I urge that  
  prayers,  
  intercessions,  
  and thanksgivings  
        be made  
     for all people,  
2       for kings   
      and all who are in high positions,  
    that we may lead a  
     peaceful  
      and quiet life,  
     godly  
      and dignified  
        in every way. 
3    This is  
    good,  
    and it is pleasing  
     in the sight of God our Savior,  
4       who desires all people  
       to be saved 
       and to come to the knowledge of the truth. (ESV) 
 

What is the main point? 

 Pray Regularly / Continually 

 Entreaty, Petition, Appeal with Gratitude 

 Broad 

 All in your circle of influence 

 All who have influence on your life 

 Focus 

 Those in authority over you 

 Remember to be thankful 

 Purposeful 

 Pray for peace for the purpose of living to share the Gospel with others 

 Pray: For All—with purpose 

3 John 1-4 
1 The elder  
 to the beloved Gaius,  
  whom I love in truth.  
2  Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you  
   and that you may be in good health,  
    as it goes well with your soul.  
3   For I rejoiced greatly when the brothers came  
   and testified to your truth,  
    as indeed you are walking in the truth.  
4  I have no greater joy than to hear that my children  
  are walking in the truth.  (ESV) 

 

What is the main point? 

 Pray for prosperity 

 Affirmation and Prayer 

 Affirmation of healthy spiritual life 

 Prayer that his physical body will be as well off as his spiritual life 



 Implication 

 Spiritual health is the standard by which we should measure our spiritual 

health 

 Be as well off physically as you are spiritually 

 Pray: For spiritual and physical well-being 

Summary 

What we should pray for 
For personal opportunities for impact 

For all—with purpose 

For spiritual and physical well-being 

 

For each other—individually and personally 

For spiritual growth—beyond our imagination 

How should we pray? 
In obedience 

In faith 

In Jesus name 

Boldly—in dependence on based and on a 

relationship with God through Christ 

Consistently—Without ceasing 

For God’s will and glory and our good 

Why should we pray?      Purpose 
For communion Luke 5:16 

For decisions Luke 6:12-13 

For anything Ephesians 6:18; Philippians 4:6 

For spiritual and physical health 3 John 1 

For others 

Blessing Luke 24:50-51 

 

For big things  Ephesians 3:14-21 

Big prayer to a Big God 

Powerful—but personal 

Loving—intimate 

Fullness—all consuming 

How should we not pray? 
Don’t pray to be seen or heard. (Matthew 

6:5) (Luke 11:1) 

Pray in private. (Matthew 6:6) 

Don’t pray with many words 

Pray in simplicity. (Matthew 6:7-8) 

Don’t use prayer to try to manipulate God 

Prayer should include worship of God 

before petition from God. (Matthew 6:9) 

 

 

Premise:  Faith (believing) 

James 1:5-7 In faith without doubting (Matthew 21:21-22; Mark 11:24) 

Posture: Submission and dependence 

1 John 5:14 Ask in God’s will not selfishly (James 4:2-3) or for show (Matthew 6:6) 

Submitting to God’s sovereign plan and with an understanding of His promises 

John 14:13-14 Ask in Jesus’ name (John 16:23-24) 

Proper Motivation:  God’s glory 

James 4:3 Not for evil motives 

John 14:13; Daniel 9:17-19 

Place:  Private not for show (Matthew 6:6) 

Purity 

1 John 3:21-23  In obedience and live in purity (without unconfessed sin, Psalm 

66:18; Isaiah 55:6-7; 59:1-2; Ezekiel 14:3) 

John 15:7 Must be abiding in Christ (fellowship)  

Peace 

1 Peter 3:7 Properly related to your spouse and with others—unity (Matthew 5:22-

24; Mark 11:25; 1 Timothy 2:8) 

Persistence:  Luke 11:5-13 

1 Peter 4:7 Urgency 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 without ceasing 

Personal 

Luke 22:40 for temptation 

Ephesians 3:14-18 for inner transformation and great comprehension of the love God 

in Christ 

James 1:3-5 for wisdom in how to respond to the trials of our faith 

Perplexed: Keep praying  Romans 8:26-28; Hebrews 7:22 

Assignment 
Pray Big 


