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THE  UNCONQUERABLE  GOSPEL

Philippians

Follow-up

• Last week’s assignment: How did you 

do at "outdoing someone / others by 

showing honor"?

• Did anyone find that pride was a bigger 

problem this week?

Questions

• What are you most-likely to complain 
about?
• Weather
• Busyness

• Traffic
• Lack of money
• Work

• Government
• Frustrating people
• Children
• Spouse

• Life

Questions

• Do you ever get discouraged by your 

level of spiritual growth?  Or by battling 

the same “weakness” all the time?

Three Questions by Leo Tolstoy

• “How can I learn to do the right thing at 

the right time?

• Who are the people I most need, and to 

whom should I, therefore, pay more 

attention than to the rest?

• And, what affairs are the most 

important, and need my first attention?”

Three Questions by Leo Tolstoy

“Remember then: there is only one time 
that is important—Now! It is the most 
important time because it is the only 
time when we have any power. The most 
necessary man is he with whom you are, 
for no man knows whether he will ever 
have dealings with any one else: and 
the most important affair is, to do him 
good, because for that purpose alone 
was man sent into this life!”
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Three Questions by Leo Tolstoy

• What is the most important Time

• The most important time—Now

• Who is the most important Person

• The one with whom you are

• The most important action

• To do good, to do what is right

Philippians Review

• Church started under hardship
• 1:1-11

• Paul writes a thank you letter for the Philippians for 
their partnership in the gospel

• 1:12-26
• Paul updates the Philippians on his circumstances 

and his mindset
• Demonstrates his perspective of priority of the gospel

• 1:27-2:4
• A challenge to unity based in humility

• 2:5-11
• Imitating the ultimate example of humility—Christ

Philippians 2:12-18

• Observation

• Connection to previous

• Commands

• Does the focus on the gospel continue?

Philippians 2:12-13

12 Therefore, my beloved, 

as you have always obeyed, 

so now, 

not only as in my presence 

but much more in my absence, 

work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling, 
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as you have always obeyed, 

so now, 
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work out your own salvation 

with fear and trembling, 

What?

How?
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Philippians 2:12-13

• Personal responsibility for growth
• Focus on NOW

• Work out your salvation

• Not work for your salvation

Philippians 2:12-13

13 for it is God who works in you, 

both to will 

and to work 

for his good pleasure. 

Why?

Why?

Philippians 2:12-13

• Structure: Question and Answer dialogue

• What? (what are we to do)

• Work out your salvation 

• How?

• with fear and trembling

• Why?

• God is the one at work in you

• Why? (why does he do that)

• For His good pleasure

Philippians 2:13

• Paraphrase
• "God is the one mightily working in you to 

cause you to desire and achieve (the 
working out of your salvation) for his good 
pleasure"

• for the one bringing forth in you both the 
desire and the effort—for the sake of his 
good pleasure—is God. (Net Bible)

Philippians 2:14-15

14  Do all things 

without grumbling or disputing, 

15 that you may be 

blameless and innocent, 

children of God without blemish
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Philippians 2:14-15

• Why do we “grumble and dispute”?

• Lack of contentment?

• Comparison

• Selfishness

• How do you develop contentment?

• Focus more on “now” not “when”

• Gratitude

Philippians 2:14-15

• Call to unity through humility—hard to do

• Call to active engagement in the process 

of growth—hard to do

• Easy to take eyes off the goal and grumble

• Easy to look at others and compare either they 

have it easier or they are my problem--and 
grumble

• Easy to blame God for my failures--if God had, 

I would have

Philippians 2:16-17

14  Do all things 

without grumbling or disputing, 

15 that you may be 

blameless and innocent, 

children of God without blemish

Philippians 2:16-17

14  Do all things 

without grumbling or disputing, 

15 that you may be 

blameless and innocent, 

children of God without blemish

• Don’t be a complainer and you will be 
blameless and pure

• Wordplay—if you are complaining and 
arguing you are blaming.  But if you don’t 
blame, you are blameless.

Philippians 2:16-17

• Being

• Blameless and innocent

• Without blemish

• Shining as lights

• Doing

• Holding fast the word of life

Application

• Do you want to grow in your 

relationship with God—there is no time 

like the present.  

• Don’t complain, don’t argue.

• Do you want to share your faith—there 

is no time like the present.  

• Be a shining light


