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Learning to Discern 
Lessons from Life: Ezra 

Ezra 7:10, 25; 9:3-9 

Review 
Wisdom is 

Skill in godly living 
Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 beginning of wisdom is the “fear of the Lord” 

The fear of the Lord is a realization that God is in control and we are not. 
Fear of the Lord is a clear understanding of the holy transcendence of God with a sobering 
understanding of the consequences of not keeping His righteous standards. 

Discernment is 
Listening and obeying 

Discernment is the skill of understanding and applying God's Word with the purpose of separating 

truth from error and right from wrong.1 

Lessons from life 
 Discernment must be based in the character God and on the Word of God (requiring listen and 

remembering) 
 Discernment requires trusting God…patiently 
 When faced with a decision—the discerning individual seeks wise counsel 

Josiah 
 Faithfulness to God is maintained by keeping God’s Word in focus 

 Know the Word, Keep the Word, Do the Word— this will lead to transformation and revival 
Discernment is not just common sense 
Discernment requires responding appropriately (repent, respond, resolve)—humbly yet boldly in 
obedience to the word.  Obey the Word 
 
Discernment requires developing a God focus, Word driven worldview. 

Not just when it is convenient 
But even when others are not 

Context: Ezra, Esther and Nehemiah 

 

                                                           
1 Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment (p. 61). Good News Publishers/Crossway Books. Kindle Edition. 



 

 

The Story Ezra 
Chapters 1-6 Return under Zerubbable, temple started, stopped, finally finished 
Chapters 7-8 Return under Ezra, people taught 
Chapter 9-10 Reminder of the consequence of sin and the need to sanctification—being set apart 

 
Exposition—Ezra 7 

Setting    Ezra 6  The construction of the Temple completed, Passover celebrated 
Good times 

The nation blessed—the heart of the foreign king is on their side 
The people obedient—purified, worshipping and fulfilling their responsibilities 

 
Main Character 

His lineage and heritage  Ezra 7:1-5 
 
 
His character and occupation Ezra 7:6, 11 
 
 
2nd Return of Exiles  Ezra 7:7-9 

 
 
Ezra 7:9–11 For on the first day of the first month he began to go up from Babylonia, and on the first day of 

the fifth month he came to Jerusalem, for the good hand of his God was on him.  

10 For Ezra had set his heart  

 

__________________  C__________________ 

 

to study the Law of the LORD,  

 

1. __________________  C__________________ 

 

and to do it  

 

2. __________________  C__________________ 

 

and to teach his statutes  

and rules in Israel.  

 

3. __________________  C__________________ 

 

11 This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave to  

Ezra the priest,  

the scribe,  

a man learned in matters  

of the commandments of the LORD  

and his statutes for Israel: (ESV) 

 

Lesson about Discernment 
To live a life of discernment require _________________________ anchored in the Word, live with 
integrity and a willingness to share it with others. 
 
What is your personal missions statement? 


