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1 Corinthians 7 

Element of Personal Bible Study 
Reading the text 

Observing the text 

Analysis the text 

 Key principles of interpretation 

A Text without a Context is a Pretext. 

All good interpretation is contextual interpretation 

Seek to Discover not Determine meaning 

 General aspects of interpretation 

Seek the author’s intended meaning—it cannot mean what it did not mean 

Study the Bible using normal literary rules—study literarily 

Study material within its context—has to fit the whole puzzle 

Compare Scripture with Scripture—clearer is better 

Respond to the authoritative nature of the meaning in a relevant manor 

 Ask Questions1 

1. What did the words convey in the grammar of the original readers? 

2. What was being conveyed by those words to the initial readers? 

3. How did the cultural setting influence and affect what was written? 

4. What is the meaning of the words in their context? 

5. In what literary form is the material written and how does that affect what is 

being said? 

6. How do the principles of logic and normal communication affect the meaning?  

 

Understanding our own worldview and how it impacts our reading of Scripture 

Seeking to be sensitive to what goes without being said in our society 

Priority of Individualism 

Precision of time and priority of efficiency 

There is a right and a wrong 

Rule apply to everyone equality, all the time 

Self-sufficiency is a core value 

 

Review 
Paul had a very involved relationship with Corinthians due to their struggle 

—spent 18 months, multiple visits, multiple letters 

—an immature group who struggle with self-focus resulting in self-indulgence 

(immorality) and selfishness (disunity). 

Paul states his concern for their unity (1 Corinthians 1:10-11) and throughout the letter 

address many issues that caused disunity and disorder. 

 

1 Corinthians 1-2  

Don’t put your trust in one person or personality of a teacher. Your trust is in the gospel 

which you can understand with the help of the Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 3-4 

Paul addresses two core aspects that were causing division and disunity—a failure to 

understand that the wisdom of God is folly to men because the gospel is counterintuitive 

but revealed by the Spirit and that the faithful servants of God can help them but should 

not be where they allegiance lies, they should not follow men but Christ. 

1 Corinthians 5-6 

Paul challenges the Corinthians, based on information shared by some Corinthians, to 

deal with immorality within their churches both in a specific case and with general 

instruction and addresses the selfish inability to deal with conflict within the church. 
 

                                           
1 Roy Zuck, Basic Bible Interpretation, Wheaton: Victor Books, 1991, p. 66-67. 



Difficulties: Correction 1 Corinthians 7:1-14:40 

 

Marriage—purity and purposefulness 1 Corinthians 7:1-40 

 

1. Instruction on marriage 7:1-16 

a. Proper sexual conduct in marriage 7:1-5 

 

b. Marriage instruction for different groups 7:6-16 

1) Singleness with purpose 7:6-9 

 

2) Marriage with commitment 7:10-11 

 

 

3) Married to an unbeliever with hope 7:12-16 

 

 

Summary 

Single need not marry 

Married should not separate 

 

 

2. Instruction on living your calling—remain as you are 7:17-24 

a. Illustration #1: Circumcision—live the life assigned by God 7:17-19 

 

b. Illustration #2: Slavery—remain in the calling you were called to 7:20-23 

 

 

c. Principle restated: Remain before God in the calling you were called 7:24 

 

 

3. Instruction on marriage for the sin081gle 7:25-40 

 

a. Eternal perspective on singleness and marriage 7:25-35 

1) Counsel to the unmarried 7:25-28 

 

2) Perspective for living in the end times 7:29-31 

 

 

3) Priorities of perspective 7:32-35 

 

 

b. Final summary and principle on marriage 7:36-40 

1) Summary instruction to the unmarried 7:36-38 

 

2) Key marital principle 7:39-40 

 

Summary—overarching principle 

 marriage if to be lifelong (contrary to cultural norm) 

 remarriage if permitted after death 

 remarriage (like marriage) should be to a Christians (in the Lord) 

 recommendation—stay as you are for the purpose of ministry 

Application 
 

 

Personal Bible Study Challenge 
Read 1 Corinthians 8-10, list the principles you see related to: 

Principles for exercising your Christian freedom 

Principles for when personal freedom should be surrendered for the benefits of others 


