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iPray 
 A Brief Study of prayer 

Introduction 
Jesus model for prayer 

Prayer a priority 

Mark 1:35  In the midst of busyness and demands put prayer first  

Matthew 14:23 Sought times alone to pray  

Luke 6:12; 22:41-42  Spend whole nights praying before major 

decisions or events and when experiencing suffering 

Primary purpose of Prayer 

John 14:14 God’s glory 

John 16:24 Our good (best)—“joy may be complete” 

Persistence in Prayer 
How long do we pray for something?  

How does faith tie into praying for a long time? 

 

Key Question:  What do our prayers really demonstration of our total 
dependence on the Lord?  

 

Question—What can we learn about persistence?  When should we persist in prayer?  Is 

persistence ever vain repetition (Matthew 6:7)?  

Parable of the Persistent Neighbor  Luke 11:1-13 
 Preceding context 

 The parable of the Good Samaritan focused on loving you neighbor 

 The story of Martha and Mary focused on loving God 

 Immediate context—“teach us to pray as John taught” Luke 11:1-4 

 Luke 11:5-8 

 Would you dare wake your neighbor? 

 Boldness 

 Luke 11:9-13 

 Trust 

 Focus: reliance on the Lord 

 

 What is the main point? 

 What is the main comparison? 

 Not between God and the neighbor 

 But between the one in need and the disciple 

 What is the main contrast? 

 Between the neighbor and God 

 In contrast to the man who did not want to be bothered—God wants His 

children to pray 

Parable of the Persistent Widow  Luke 18:1-8 
 Context—Jesus teach about His 2nd coming 

 Natural question—when will it happen, will it be immediate or delayed? 

 Luke 18:1-8 

 Focus: attitude for prayer 

 God will vindicate His saints 

 Persistence—don’t lose heart 

 Enduring faith—while you wait 

 



 What is the main point? 

 What is the main comparison? 

 Between the widow and the disciple 

 What is the main contrast? 

 Between the judge and God 

 In contrast to the judge who only gives in because he is bothered—God will 

definitely give justice willingly 

 Not—persistence in prayer to break God’s resistance but to discover, by 

patience God’s supply 

 What is the primary concern? 

 Faithful waiting for the return of Christ 

Summary 
Jesus instructed us to “always pray and never give up” 

 

First Parable—Luke 11:1-13 

Pray boldly 

 

The focus is not so much on persistence or repetition—as it is in boldness 

Pray boldly because God is gracious and wants to give good gifts 

Pray boldly out of dependence and humility 

Pray for spiritual enablement—enablement for our walk with God 

 

Second Parable—Luke 18:1-8 

It is about justice not just “needs” 

It is about the coming of the Kingdom not just the need for a temporal answer 

 

The focus is not just on persistence or repetition—as it is on faith 

Pray boldly because God is gracious and wants to give good gifts 

Pray boldly out of dependence and humility 

Pray for spiritual enablement—enablement for our walk with God 

Don’t stop praying, even when justice seems delayed 

Application 
Persistence in prayer is to strengthen your faith and deep your dependence 

Prayer reminds us of our dependence 

The reality of injustice reminds us of our need for faith and commitment—

endurance and perseverance 

 

Praying for His Kingdom to come… 

Reminds us to keep our eyes focused on the hope that is yet to come 

And not to lose hope and faith 

Persistence reminds us that as we wait for his return, we wait for the ultimate justice 

to be rendered by the just Judge 

Assignment 
This week pray regularly, persistently, with boldness for: 

Empowerment by the Spirit for every day 

The vindication of your testimony by the second coming of Christ 


