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THE  UNCONQUERABLE  GOSPEL

Philippians

Questions

• What is your favorite part of the 

Christmas story?

Questions

• 3 X 5 card

• Why do you believe in the deity of Jesus 

Christ?  

• What passage would you use to share that 

with someone else?

Review

• Church started under hardship

• 1:1-11
• Paul writes a thank you letter for the Philippians 

for their partnership in the gospel

• Philippians 1:12-26
• Paul updates the Philippians on his 

circumstances and his mindset
• Demonstrates his perspective of priority of the gospel

• Philippians 1:27-2:4
• A challenge to unity based in humility

Context: Philippians 1:27-2:4

• We will look at these two passages out of 

order

• Context

• Challenge to unity based in humility

Philippians 2:5-11

• Observation

• Look for repetition

• Does the purpose “jump out”?
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Philippians 2:5-11

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours 
in Christ Jesus, who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not 
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 

but emptied himself, 
by taking the form of a servant, 

being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, 

he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient 

to the point of death, 
even death on a cross.

Philippians 2:5-11

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but

emptied himself, 

being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
human form, 

not just any man but
taking the form of a servant, 

not just any servant but
he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

not just any obedience but obedience
to the point of death, 

not just any death but

even death on a cross.

Philippians 2:5

• Paul’s exhortation
• Challenge to imitate Christ

• “be disposed to each other as a 
reflection of your unity in Christ Jesus”

• In what was should our relationship 
to Christ impact our relationship to 
others?

Philippians 2:6-8

Christ’s self-humiliation

• Christ’s deity 2:6

• “in the form of God”
• This is equivalent to saying—“equal with 

God”

• “consider equality with God something 
to hold on to”
• Did not view His status as something to 

exploit but willing released His rights

• He Equality

• We are to imitate His attitude and actions

Philippians 2:6-8

Christ’s self-humiliation

• Christ’s incarnation 2:7
• “emptied himself”

• Did He divest himself of His divine 
attributes? 

• Did He simply veil His glory?

• Did He lay aside His divine prerogative to 
exercise the use of His attributes?

• Does the “emptying” speak of His taking 
on an additional nature and dying on the 
cross?

Philippians 2:6-8

Christ’s self-humiliation

• Christ’s incarnation 2:7
• “emptied himself”

• To make of no account

• Key observation

• “by”

• Taking the form of a servant

• Being born in the likeness of man

• Being found in human form

• Becoming obedient to the point of 
death
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Philippians 2:6-8

Christ’s self-humiliation

• Christ’s incarnation 2:7

• Therefore Christ’s emptying
• What it is not

• Removal (abandonment) of divine attributes

• What is it is
• Taking on human nature

• Willing dying for human sinfulness

• To accomplish this
• Willingly setting aside the independent use of His 

attributes

• Willingly limiting Himself to accomplish His purpose

Hypostatic Union

• Christ has two distinct natures: 

humanity and deity

• There is no mixture or intermingling 
of the two natures

• Although He has two natures, Christ 

is one Person.

Many Many Many Many people people people people havehavehavehave

sought sought sought sought to be God, to be God, to be God, to be God, 

but but but but only one God only one God only one God only one God 

has has has has sought to be mansought to be mansought to be mansought to be man....
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Humanity of Christ in History

NatureNatureNatureNature PersonsPersonsPersonsPersons

PersonPersonPersonPerson NaturesNaturesNaturesNatures

Trinity

Christ

Unity Diversity

Philippians 2:9-11

Christ’s Exaltation

• Christ’s Exaltation 2:9-11

• God’s response to Christ’s obedience

2:9

• God’s action 2:10-11

• Christ Enthronement
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Application

• Contradicting Hardship with 

uncommon selflessness

2 Timothy 1:13-14 

Follow the pattern of the sound 

words that you have heard from me, 

in the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. By the Holy Spirit who 

dwells within us, guard the good 
deposit entrusted to you. (ESV) 

Personalization

• Know what you believe and why

• Seek to deepen your understanding and 

develop clarity in your core belief system.

• Live it

• Make sure the reality of your belief system 

impacts your life.

• Be able to defend it

• Defend with grace and courage.


