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Learning to Discern 
Lessons from Life: Josiah 

2 Kings 22:1–23:30 and 2 Chronicles 34–35 

Review 
Wisdom is 

Skill in godly living 
Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 beginning of wisdom is the “fear of the Lord” 

The fear of the Lord is a realization that God is in control and we are not. 
Fear of the Lord is a clear understanding of the holy transcendence of God with a sobering 
understanding of the consequences of not keeping His righteous standards. 

Discernment is 
Listening and obeying 

Discernment is the skill of understanding and applying God's Word with the purpose of separating 

truth from error and right from wrong.1 

Elijah 
Discernment must be based in the character God and on the Word of God 
Discernment requires listening to the Lord and that may mean remembering what He has said. 

Elisha 
In tragic events God provides hope, because God is still in control 
When we are faced with a decision—the discerning individual 

First—trusts God 
Then—waits for God 

Discernment requires trusting God...patiently. 

Joash 
Did what was right as long as he had a godly, wise mentor 
Key lessons 

You can’t rely on your past relationship with God or successes—you must live moment by moment 
with God. 

 
Discernment (like the rest of the Christian life) 
should not be a solo endeavor 
When faced with a decision—the discerning 
individual seeks wise counsel 

Context: Josiah 

The Story 2 Kings 22:1–23:30; 2 
Chronicles 34-35 

 2 Kings deals more with Josiah’s removal of 
high places and consecration of the land. 

 2 Chronicles deals more with Josiah’s re-
institution of the Passover.  Chronicles give 
more information on his death which was  
a result of not listening to God’s 
instruction—from the mouth of a pagan 
king. 

 

                                                 
1 Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment (p. 61). Good News Publishers/Crossway Books. Kindle Edition. 



 

 

Overview 

 Born to a wicked father, during a down turn in the nation. 

 From childhood on up served the Lord. 

 One of the top three kings of the divided kingdom period. 
 
I. While still young began seeking God.  2 Chronicles 34:3 
II. Reforms 

A. Removed the idols and places of idolatry.  2 Chronicles 34:3-7 
B. High places were centers of pagan worship and syncretistic worship of God. 

III. Repairs to the Temple 2 Kings 22:1-7 and 2 Chronicles 34:9-13 
A. In spite of the depravity of the nation as a whole there were still men of integrity.  2 Kings 22:10 
B. Hilkiah the high priest found the Law, which had been lost in the temple where the money was 

stored. 2 Kings 22:8–10  
C. The Law which was their code of conduct both legal and religious—were not being observed 
D. The King was commanded to make his own copy (Deuteronomy 17:18; 2 Kings 11:12) 

IV. Response to the Reading of the Law 
A. Repentance  2 Chronicles 34:19, 21; 2 Kings 22:11–13 

1. Tore his robe 
2. Repented 
3. Realized the requirements of the Law and the deficiency of the people and their practice.  

Even with the good he was doing, it was not what the Lord had prescribed for His people. 
2 Kings 22:18–19  

4. Inquired from a prophetess about what would happen to Judah.  2 Chronicles 34:24 
5. Reason for punishment: The curses of the Covenant (Deuteronomy 28).  They had failed in 

three ways:      2 Chronicles 34:25 
a. Forsaken God 
b. Idolatry 
c. Immorality (all they did was evil) 

B. Reward 
1. Because of his true repentance and humility God forgave.  2 Chronicles 34:27 
2. God promised peace all the years of his life. 2 Chronicles 34:28 

C. Renewed the Covenant  2 Kings 23:3 
1. The King read the Law to the People. 2 Chronicles 34:30  
2. The King covenanted to keep the Law 2 Chronicles 34:31 
3. The King led the People to renew their covenant with God  2 Chronicles 34:32 

V. Destruction of Idolatry  2 Kings 23:4-20; 2 Chronicles 34:33 
VI. Passover re-instituted  2 Chronicles 35:1-19; 2 Kings 23:21-23 
VII. His death in battle with Egypt  2 Chronicles 35:20-27; 2 Kings 23:24-30 

A. He disobeyed the word of God—that was given through a pagan king. 
B. While he was a faithful follower of God from childhood, when he disobeyed God’s word there 

were consequences. 

Key Lessons 
 As long as he was obedient to God’s word he was blessed. 

 The nation was transformed by his faithfulness and commitment to God. 

Lesson about Discernment 
Discernment  

Is not 

 

Requires 


