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God’s Character in our Chaos 

Daniel 5 

The Book of Daniel 

Shows how to live in a pagan land as you trust and wait for God to act 

Review 

Daniel 1 

Living as resident alien 

Trust and honor God—who is sovereign 

Daniel 2 

God is sovereign over all the affairs of history but requires His people to walk faithfully 

Daniel 3 

Our chaos is the context in which God shows His character—therefore stay faithful 

Daniel 4 

God will humble even though He has exulted—God will not be ignored or disregarded 

Humble submission is the right response to God 

Daniel 4 
Context or Setting 

5:1-4 

 

Conflict 
Conflict/Tension 5:5-18 (or 5-28) 

 

Pivot 
Queen mother’s speech 5:10-12 

Identifying Daniel 

 

She recalls the abilities of Daniel 

 

Belshazzar has Daniel brought in 

Notice the repetition of Daniel’s credentials 

Either to insure this is true 

Or to praise him 

Climax of Tension 
Daniel’s sermon  5:18-28 

5:18-19 God gave Nebuchadnezzar his role—an honored, powerful role 

5:20-21 God humbled Nebuchadnezzar 

 

5:22-28 Application 

Particularly two stage conclusion 

1. Cause—Disregard for God  5:22-23 

 

2. Result—Downfall of Babylon predicted 5:26-28 

 

 

 

Resolution 
5:29-30 

  



Telescopic Prophecy 
Notice the flow 

Daniel 5—short term prophecy 

A prophecy—based on the writing on the wall—that was fulfilled within 

minutes/hours 

 

It is also the fulfillment of the prophecy in Daniel 2 

 

The Daniel 5 prophecy was based on 

Daniel 2—panorama of prophecy 

A prophecy that laid out the next 600 years—4 major emperors, which would be 

followed by the greatest kingdom, the Kingdom of God 

 

Key point—Nebuchadnezzar was place in leadership by God 

His kingdom would end and be replaced by another kingdom  

This is fulfilled in Daniel 5 

 

But the fulfillment in Daniel 5:29-30 was already prophesied earlier 

Prophecies of the fall of Babylon  

Isaiah 13:17-22; 21:1-10 

Jeremiah 51:33-58 
Jeremiah 51:57–58 I will make drunk her officials and her wise men, her governors, her 
commanders, and her warriors; they shall sleep a perpetual sleep and not wake, declares the 
King, whose name is the LORD of hosts. 58 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: The broad wall 
of Babylon shall be leveled to the ground, and her high gates shall be burned with fire. The 
peoples labor for nothing, and the nations weary themselves only for fire.” (ESV) 

 

And all these prophecies serve as the basis of future prophecy 

Babylon is the proto-type of the kingdom that sets itself up against God 

Revelation 17-18 

Implications 
What character traits does God reveal in this story? 

 

 

 

 
Nebuchadnezzar was given the role of leader by God (Daniel 2) 

Therefore he was accountable 

 

Nebuchadnezzar’s failure—pride  (Daniel 4) 

Therefore God humbled him until he submitted 

 

Belshazzar’s failure—pride, disregard (Daniel 5) 

He knew the history of Nebuchadnezzar—but still did not honor God, his pride was so 

great that he not only ignored God but flaunted his disregard of God by sacrilege 

 

 

Application 


