Calvary Church
Stephen C. Kilgore

Seeing God through the eyes of His People

A narrative study of the character and attributes of God

ABF Mini-Coordinated Curriculum
Lesson 4: Exodus 2-4

Review

What did we learn about God last week?

What was our appropriate response to who we saw God to be last week?

Introduction
Question: What do you fear most?
Series Goal

The deepest kind of transformation takes place in us when we become so deeply impressed with God and His purposes in and through our lives that our will, our volition, becomes engaged in the process of change and growth.

Key Passage:
Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, 24 but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.” (ESV)
Inductive Study

Teachers, below you will find observations on Genesis 6-9.
Remember as you go through the passage you are asking two basic questions:

Who is God? How does He reveal Himself?
How must I respond?

How will you:

Trust Him more quickly

Obey Him more willingly
Worship more deeply

Share Him more purposefully

Allow class members to wrestle with these truths.

Handouts and Overheads
Page 5-7 and 13 can be used as a handout or to create overheads.

Additional study materials are on pages 8-12, 14-16.
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Exodus 2:23-4:17

Moses discovers God through the deliverance of  the Israelites

23 During those many days the king of Egypt died, 

and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery 

and cried out for help. 

Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 
24 
(And God heard their groaning, 

(and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 
25 
(God saw the people of Israel—

(and God knew. 
Exodus 3

1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. 

He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 
3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 
4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 

God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” 


And he said, “Here I am.” 
5 
Then he said, “Do not come near; 


take your sandals off your feet, 



for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 
6 
And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 
8 and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
9 
And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 
10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 


11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 
12 He said, “But I will be with you, 

and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: 


when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 


you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 

‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” 

And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, 

‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 
15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel,

‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ 


This is my name forever, 


and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 
16 
Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, 


‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 
17 
and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.” ’ 
18 
And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, 


‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; 


and now, please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’ 
19 
But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go 


unless compelled by a mighty hand. 
20 
So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt 


with all the wonders that I will do in it; 



after that he will let you go. 
21
 And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; 


and when you go, you shall not go empty, 
22 

but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 
Exodus 4:1-17

1 Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you.’ ” 
2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 
3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 
4 But the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 
5 “that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 
6 Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” 

And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 
7 Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.” 

So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 
8 “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may believe the latter sign. 
9 If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.” 
10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 
11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 
12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 
13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 
14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 
15 
You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 
16 
He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him. 
17 
And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.” (ESV) 

Exodus 2:23-4:17

Moses discovers God through the deliverance of the Israelites

23 During those many days the king of Egypt died, 


and the people of Israel groaned because of their slavery 


and cried out for help. 


Their cry for rescue from slavery came up to God. 

24 
And God heard their groaning, 


and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. 

25 
God saw the people of Israel—


and God knew. 

Exodus 3

1 Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

2 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. 


He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 

3 And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.” 

4 When the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 


God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” 



And he said, “Here I am.” 

5 
Then he said, “Do not come near; 



take your sandals off your feet, 




for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 

6 
And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 


And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

7 Then the Lord said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 

8 and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

9 
And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 

10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” 

12 He said, “But I will be with you, 


and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: 



when you have brought the people out of Egypt, 



you shall serve God on this mountain.” 

13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, 


‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 

14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” 


And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, 


‘I am has sent me to you.’ ” 

15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel,


‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’ 



This is my name forever, 



and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations. 

16 
Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, 



‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, “I have observed you and what has been done to you in Egypt, 

17 
and I promise that I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, a land flowing with milk and honey.” ’ 

18 
And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, 



‘The Lord, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us; 



and now, please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God.’ 

19 
But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go 



unless compelled by a mighty hand. 

20 
So I will stretch out my hand and strike Egypt 



with all the wonders that I will do in it; 




after that he will let you go. 

21
 And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; 



and when you go, you shall not go empty, 

22 

but each woman shall ask of her neighbor, and any woman who lives in her house, for silver and gold jewelry, and for clothing. You shall put them on your sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians.” 

Exodus 4:1-17

1 Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you.’ ” 

2 The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A staff.” 

3 And he said, “Throw it on the ground.” So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent, and Moses ran from it. 

4 But the Lord said to Moses, “Put out your hand and catch it by the tail”—so he put out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand— 

5 “that they may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 

6 Again, the Lord said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” 


And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 

7 Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.” 


So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. 

8 “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may believe the latter sign. 

9 If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.” 

10 But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of tongue.” 

11 Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made man’s mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 

12 Now therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” 

13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 

14 Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 

15 
You shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth and with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. 

16 
He shall speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you shall be as God to him. 

17 
And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the signs.” (ESV) 

Notes

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Bondage


God’s use of the unexpected.

Significance of the time


(particularly as it relates to Moses’ birth)

God has the power to establish governments and laws for His benefit or work within the natural order (see Gospels and particularly Acts at how History was primed.)

Historical Setting
The four hundred years in Egypt (not all captivity) led the nation to unprecedented growth (Exodus 1:7).  The 70 turned into probably 2-3 million. 

Section One: Israel in Egypt 
1:1–12:36

I. Oppression Instituted
Ex. 1:1-22

A. Jacob’s family
Ex 1:1-5

B. Death of Joseph
 1:6
C. The beginning of Oppression
1:7-22

Cause

The outward cause of oppression
1:6-11

Population growth of Israel
1:7

A new king came to power who knew not Joseph ie. Joseph’s family—either Amenhotep I  (c 1559-1539) or Thutmose  I  (c 1539-1514; the first of a new line of Egyptian Pharaohs who removed the Hyksos dynasty)   1:8

Plan for oppression  1:9-11

Result

The Results of oppression 1:12-22

Continued population growth
1:12-22

Midwives instructed to kill male offspring 
1:15-21

Climax (Pivot)  Pharaoh orders the Hebrews to kill their sons
1:22

II. The Preparation of Moses
2:1-25

A. Moses’ life in Egypt  (Note: Moses was about 40 years old when he left Egypt Acts 7:23)
2:10

B. Moses’ life in the Wilderness 
2:14-22

Transition:  God’s concern for His people
2:23-25

sn The next section of the book is often referred to as the “Call of Moses,” and that is certainly true. But it is much more than that. It is the divine preparation of the servant of God, a servant who already knew what his destiny was. In this section Moses is shown how his destiny will be accomplished. It will be accomplished because the divine presence will guarantee the power, and the promise of that presence comes with the important “I AM” revelation. The message that comes through in this, and other “I will be with you” passages, is that when the promise of God’s presence is correctly appropriated by faith, the servant of God can begin to build confidence for the task that lies ahead. It will no longer be, “Who am I that I should go?” but “I AM with you” that matters. The first little section, 2:23–25, serves as a transition and introduction, for it records the Lord’s response to Israel in her affliction. The second part is the revelation to Moses at the burning bush (3:1–10), which is one of the most significant theological sections in the Torah. Finally, the record of Moses’ response to the call with his objections (3:11–22), makes up the third part, and in a way, is a transition to the next section, where God supplies proof of his power.

2:24

sn The two verbs “heard” and “remembered,” both preterites, say far more than they seem to say. The verb “to hear” (שׁמע [sama’]) ordinarily includes responding to what is heard. It can even be found in idiomatic constructions meaning “to obey.” To say God heard their complaint means that God responded to it. Likewise, the verb “to remember” (זכר [zakar]) means to begin to act on the basis of what is remembered. A prayer to God that says, “Remember me,” is asking for more than mere recollection (see B. S. Childs, Memory and Tradition in Israel [SBT], 1–8). The structure of this section at the end of the chapter is powerful. There are four descriptions of the Israelites, with a fourfold reaction from God. On the Israelites’ side, they groaned (אנח [‘anah], נאק [na’aq]) and cried out (זעק [za’aq], שׁוע [sawa’]) to God. On the divine side God heard (שׁמע [sama’]) their groaning, remembered (זכר [zakar]) his covenant, looked (ראה [ra’a]) at the Israelites, and took notice (ידע [yada’]) of them. These verbs emphasize God’s sympathy and compassion for the people. God is near to those in need; in fact, the deliverer had already been chosen. It is important to note at this point the repetition of the word “God.” The text is waiting to introduce the name “Yahweh” in a special way.

2:35

tn Heb “and God knew” (ידע [yada’]). The last clause contains a widely used verb for knowing, but it leaves the object unexpressed within the clause, so as to allow all that verses 23–24 have described to serve as the compelling content of God’s knowing. (Many modern translations supply an object for the verb following the LXX, which reads “knew them.”) The idea seems to be that God took personal knowledge of, noticed, or regarded them. In other passages the verb “know” is similar in meaning to “save” or “show pity.” See especially Gen 18:21, Ps 1:6; 31:7, and Amos 3:2. Exodus has already provided an example of the results of not knowing in 1:8 (cf. 5:2).

III. The Call of Moses  3 (First revelation by God, first time He spoke to man, in 430 years)

A. Moses’ Complaint 1

Who am I?
He has moved from a self-assertive, brash killer to a timid shepherd

It is strange that Moses did not raise another, larger issue: the feasibility of organizing, equipping, and sustaining such a massive escape. Apparently that problem was settled by the burning bush, for to preserve one entity (the bush) was no greater than to preserve another (Israel). But Moses had serious doubts about his own qualifications. Once again God was about to use a person who was keenly aware of his own defects and who sought no advantage or position over others.

B. Source of the Call: Yahweh—I AM 
3:1-15 (See Exodus Overview Chart)

1. Angel of the Lord
3:2 (See Jacob)

2. Yahweh and Adoni
3:4

C. Charge: Let my people go 
3:16-17

D. Warning: Pharaoh will not let you go without the revelation of the hand of God 
3:18-19

E. Promise: Miracles for deliverance 
3:20-22

IV. The Complaints of Moses  4:1-17

A. Objections by Moses 4:1-17

1. Fear the children of Israel will reject his authority 4:1

2. Lack of eloquence 4:10-17

3. Israelites will not believe he was sent by God 4:3-5, 6-8

B. Signs given to Moses 4:1-17

1. Staff 
4:2-4  (Sign of control and authority?)

2. Hand with leprosy 
4:6-8  

3. Water to blood 
4:9

V. The Return of Moses to Egypt  (Moses was 80 years old 7:7) 
4:18-31

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Moses’ Excuses
1.
Ex. 3:11 -  “Who am I?”
Ex. 3:12 - No answer simple - “I will be with you”
“You will worship me here.”
2.
Ex. 3:13 - “Suppose I say . . . ‘What is His name?’”
Ex. 3:14 - “I am who I am.”  “I am”  self existent-covenant keeper

    self expressive/revealing

Ex. 3:15 - God of Patriarchs - i.e. of promise/covenant

3.
Ex. 4:1 - “What if they do not believe me or listen?”
Ex. 4:2 - Three miracles - 1. staff(snake  2.  hand(leprous  3.  water(blood

4.
Ex. 4:10 - “I have never been  eloquent . . . I am slow of speech and tongue.”
Ex. 4:11 - Whose in control?  I the Lord!  Go I will help you and teach you.

5.
Ex. 4:15 - “Please send someone else to do it.”
Questions
1.
What kind of excuses did Moses use?



1 & 4 Self and weakness; 2 & 3 what if; I don’t want to; What about so-n-so

2.
How do you think you would have responded?

3.
What would have given Moses more courage?

4.
When do you tend not to believe/obey God?

5.
Does God normally ask us to do what we least like to do?

Lessons
About us:

1.
Trust and obey God

2.
Don’t focus on self but God

3.
Prone to make excuses

About God:

1.
Patient

2.
Merciful

3.
Wants to use us
4.
Power

5.
Sovereignty

Application/Practice

Deliverance and Wilderness Journey SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Deliverance
Section Two: Deliverance from Oppression in Egypt  12:37–18:27

I. From Egypt to the Sea  12:37–13:22

A. Number of Israelites in the departure 603,550 - men; most say 2,000,000 - conservative 38:26

B. Raamses to Succoth  12:37-42

1. concludes 430 years  1876 - 1446 BC

2. cf. 400 - Gen. 15:13,16;  Acts 7:6.  450 years - Acts 13:20  (may include wilderness journey)

C. At Succoth  12:43-51

Regulation for keeping the Passover

D. Regulations for the firstborn  13:1,2;  11-16

E. Regulations for the feast of unleavened bread 13:3-10

Land of slavery = “slave house” (literal)

F. Succoth to Etham  13:17-22

II. The crossing of the Red Sea  14:1-31

(Not “reed” yum sur is Hebrew not Egyptian, sur is Hebrew for “end.”  It has the idea of the body of water that was beyond the farthest land know to them.  It is clearly a reference to the Red Sea in the OT—Exodus 15:4; Num. 21:4; Josh 2:10; 1 King 9:26; Jer 47:21.  It is inaccurate and misleading to translate yam sur “reed sea.”  It implies that the Israelites simply crossed some shallow marsh when they left Egypt.)  See Constable p. 50

A. Encampment at the Red Sea  14:1-4

B. Pursuit by the Egyptians    13:5-9

C. Complaint of the people - Faith of Moses  14:10-14

[Delay to teach the people to trust God instead of longing for the “good ole days”]

D. The parting of the Red Sea  14:15-22

Moses raised his staff

E. The destruction of the Egyptian army  14:23-28

F. The response of the Israelites - feared the Lord  14:29-31

III. Song of Deliverance 15:1-21  (read)

Journey

IV. From the Red Sea to Mount Sinai  15:22-18:27

A. Water at Marah  15:22-27

Bitter waters to sweet

To Elim - where 12 springs & 70 palm trees provided abundant water

B. Provisions in the Desert   16  (Desert of Sin)

1. Bread (Manna - “What is it?”) 16:1-12

Israel murmured

manna - (“what is it?”)

2. Quail
16:13-20

3. The Sabbath  16:21-30

4. Promise of Manna  16:31-36

C. Provisions at Rephidim  17

1. Complaint against Moses - no water  17:1-7

2. The defeat of Amalek  17:8-16

Moses’ hands uplifted  (11-12)

D. The Division of Responsibility  18:1-27


Complaining  (See Student Manual p. 62)


Delegated Leadership  (Exodus 18)

What can we learn about the delegation Moses instituted?  For the Church?

	
	Moses Exodus Excuses—Or “Why I don’t want to obey or be used by God”

	Passage
	3:11-12
	3:13-14
	4:1-9
	4:10-12
	4:13-17

	Statement
	Who am I?


	Who are you?
	With what authority are you sending me?
	I am not able

(Reluctance)
	I don’t want to

(Refusal)

	Focus
	Self/Weakness
	What if?
	

	Response
	It doesn’t matter—I’ll be with you


	YHWH—I AM


	Powerful evidence but clear understanding that Pharaoh will not respond positively
	I am sufficient

I will make you sufficient
“It’s not about you Moses—it’s about me, I Am Able.”
	Anger



	Root Issue
	Humility

Overwhelmed by task

Lack of self-confidence

(Remember in Egypt Moses was brash and angry)

	Give me proof

Stall tactic 

Honest question:  God had not spoken for 430 years?
	Lack of trust—fear of rejection

“if they don’t, and they won’t”
	Fear of failure

Fear of personal weakness

(Contrast Acts 7:22)
	Lack of obedience

Lack of faith

	What do we learn about God
	Presence
	Patience

YHWH—powerfully present to fulfill His Word, self-existent
	Plan
	Provision

God is sufficient

He provides the enablement for the tasks to which He calls us
	Provoke

Perturbed 

God won’t take “no” for an answer
God is merciful

	Application
	
	
	God’s servants must trust, often without concrete evidence but based on His Word and character
	Servants of God must yield to His plan regardless of their abilities or lack of abilities
Our inability is nothing to the One who is Able—All-sufficient One
All he wants is willingness
	

	Key Point
	God is Sufficient

For all our needs

For all that He wants to accomplish through us


God is Sufficient


God’s presence is all we need



God’s power provide what we lack




What we lack is a great opportunity to allow God to be glorified  (when we are self-sufficient—we seek the glory)

Trust

	
	Moses Exodus Excuses—Or “Why I don’t want to obey or be used by God”

	Passage
	3:11-12
	3:13-14
	4:1-9
	4:10-12
	4:13-17

	Statement
	
	
	
	
	

	Response
	
	
	
	
	

	Root Issue
	
	
	
	
	

	What do we learn about God
	
	
	
	
	

	Application
	
	
	
	
	

	Key Point
	


NOTES

As your review this section of Scripture and raise question, you might want to look at the translation notes of the NET Bible http://net.bible.org/bible.php?book=Exo&chapter=2#n1.

Below you will find additional commentary.
THE CULTIVATION OF A PERSON
Exodus 2:1–25
As the persecution against Israel intensified, so also did God’s countermeasures. The Exodus is anticipated by the preparation of a leader through whom God would effect the deliverance of his people. Two stages in the preparation of that leader are indicated in Exodus 2.

A. Moses’ Preparation in Egypt (Ex 2:1–15a).
The Egyptian phase of Moses’s preparation involved his (1) his birth, (2) his education, and (3) his failure.

1. The birth of Moses (2:1–4). Moses was born about 1525 b.c. to Amram and Jochebed of the tribe of Levi (Ex 6:20).﻿2 Aaron his brother was three years older (7:7), and Miriam older still. The faith of his parents is lauded in the New Testament. Seeing that their new son was a “proper child” (Heb 11:23) and “exceedingly fair” (Acts 7:20) they were not afraid of the king’s command. The beauty of the child was taken as a sign that God had something special in store for him. By faith they hid the child for three months. By faith they committed him to the Nile river in a waterproof ark made of the sticky papyrus found along the Nile. His mother took two precautions: (1) she placed the ark among the reeds near the bank where it could not be swept along with the current; and (2) she stationed Miriam nearby to guard against any unexpected danger.

2. The education of Moses (2:5–10). God used the tears of the infant to touch the heart of Pharaoh’s daughter as she came down to the sacred Nile to take her ritual bath. The princess recognized the baby as a Hebrew not because of his circumcision (Egyptians also circumcised), but because he was an abandoned male. Miriam who was hiding nearby then stepped forward and offered to secure a Hebrew nurse for the infant. Miriam brought Jochebed to the princess who contracted with her to nurse the baby. That his mother would be paid by an Egyptian princess to nurse her own son is ironic and even humorous. 

The baby Moses stayed in the home of his real mother until he was weaned. If the word “weaned” is used here in its literal sense, she had her son for two or three years. If the word here is interpreted figuratively, Moses may have stayed with his parents until he was age twelve. In any case, Moses was the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter. During his stay in the palace Moses became learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians. He is described as mighty in words and in deeds (Acts 7:22).

3. The failure of Moses (2:11–15a). When Moses was come to years, i.e., when he reached maturity, he made the first in a series of faith decisions. He refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. He chose to suffer affliction with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Those people who cherished the Messianic hope suffered reproach. To Moses, however, that reproach was more valuable than all the treasures of Egypt. He knew that ultimately God would reward his faith (Heb 11:24–26).

At age forty Moses left the luxury of the palace to visit his countrymen. Seeing an Egyptian beating a fellow Hebrew, Moses was roused to anger. Checking to see that no one was watching, he slew the Egyptian and hid his body in the sand. Moses here was acting at the wrong time, for the wrong motive, and he employed the wrong method. Moses’ rash act was punished by his exile in the land of Midian for forty years.

Moses thought that his own people would recognize that God was using him to rescue them, but they did not (Acts 7:25). The very next day he tried to assert his leadership among his people by intervening on behalf of a Hebrew being victimized by a fellow Hebrew. The aggressor responded to Moses’ efforts with two rhetorical questions: “Who made you a ruler and judge over us? Do you intend to slay me as you slew the Egyptian?” This Hebrew man saw in Moses only a meddler. Moses now realized that his violent deed was known to his own countrymen and surely must eventually be revealed to Pharaoh. He was afraid, not so much of Pharaoh (Heb 11:27), but of the opinion of his fellow Hebrews. When Pharaoh heard what Moses had done he sought to kill him.

B. Moses’ Preparation in Midian (Ex 2:15b–22).
Moses’ flight to Midian can be viewed as an act of faith (Heb 11:27) in that he made no effort to defend himself or reconcile himself to Pharaoh. The next forty years he lived in Midian. Through those difficult years Moses endured “as seeing him who is invisible” (Heb 11:27). Four developments in Moses’ life during this period are clear.

1. Even after his leadership setback in Egypt, Moses was still willing to champion the cause of the weak. The seven unmarried daughters of Reuel, following the custom of that region, were shepherdesses. They had come to water their father’s flock at a well, but some shepherds drove them away. This injustice aroused Moses’ anger. He rescued the daughters and even watered their flock for them (2:15b–17).

2. Moses lodged in a godly home. Reuel (“friend of God”), was a “priest of Midian.” Reuel is called Jethro in 3:1, a name which appears to be a title meaning “highness.” He seems to have been a worshiper of Yahweh. This is not surprising since the Midianites were descendants of Abraham by Keturah. When Reuel heard of the kindness performed by Moses at the well, he rebuked his daughters for their lack of hospitality and sent them to seek out the “Egyptian.” Reuel was so impressed with Moses that he invited him to live with him and manage his flocks. Moses agreed, and for the next forty years he lodged in the camp of Reuel (2:18–21a).

3. Moses eventually married Zipporah, one of the daughters of Reuel. By her he fathered Gershom (“sojourner there”). The name of the child reflected Moses’ discouragement at being an exile from the land of his birth and from his people (2:21b–23).

4. Moses tended the flock of Reuel and learned the discipline of the desert for forty years (3:1a).

THE CALL OF A PROPHET
Exodus 2:23–4:31
The Pharaoh who sought Moses’ life died, but the government policy of oppressing the Hebrews did not change. At this point the people of God turned with one accord to the Lord. They groaned and cried out to God for help. Four verbs stress the divine response: God heard their groaning; he remembered the covenant with the patriarchs; he looked on the Israelites; and he was concerned about them (2:23–25). The divine concern was translated into concrete action when God called a prophet to be their deliverer. The commissioning of Moses unfolded in three stages.

A. God Appeared to Moses at the Bush (Ex 3:1–10).
In the course of his duties of tending Jethro’s flock, Moses came into the region of Horeb, the mountain of God. This mount may have been sacred already to the worshipers of the Lord. On the other hand, the text may call the place the “mountain of God” proleptically, i.e., in anticipation of what would shortly transpire there. Horeb actually refers to a range of mountains. The particular peak where God appeared was known as Sinai. At that mount the heavenly silence of four centuries was broken (cf. Gn 46:2–4).

The angel of Yahweh appeared to Moses in flames of fire from within a bush. This is not a visionary or inner experience.﻿3 What happened there cannot be explained on any naturalistic basis.﻿4 This was a genuine theophany, a manifestation of God. Moses observed that while the bush was on fire it was not consumed. He moved closer to investigate and when he did he heard the voice of God speak six words:

1. A word of address. God called Moses’ name two times. Thus did God arrest the attention of the shepherd and at the same time indicate a personal acquaintance with him.

2. A word of warning. Moses must come no closer. He was standing on holy ground in the presence of God. He must show respect for the spot by removing his sandals. Sandals pick up dirt during a journey, and man must be clean when he approaches God!

3. A word of identity. The deity identified himself as the God of your father (singular), and the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Hearing this, Moses quickly covered his face, for he knew that it meant death to look upon God. 

4. A word of compassion. Four precious indications of divine grace were given: “I have seen…I have heard their cry…I know…I am come down.” God always is concerned about the welfare of his people.

5. A word of promise. God promised to bring his people out of Egypt and bring them into a land flowing with milk and honey. 

6. A word of challenge. Moses was informed that he was being sent to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.

B. God Answered Moses’ Objections (Ex 3:11–4:17).
Moses did not exactly jump at the chance to assume the leadership of a nation of slaves. That was an awesome task, and he shrunk from it. Moses raised five objections to his appointment.

1. He pled lack of standing (3:11–12). “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh?” The forty years in the wilderness obviously had humbled Moses. He felt woefully inadequate. God responded to this first objection with a twofold promise. First, the Lord promised to be with Moses. The believer’s source of power is not who he is, but who is with him! Second, God promised Moses success. He would bring the people out of Egypt to worship their God on Mt. Sinai.

2. He cited ignorance (3:13–22). If he were asked he would not be able to tell the Israelites the name of the God who was sending him. God answered this objection by telling Moses his name: I am. The statement “I am who I am” can be rendered a number of different ways in English. The statement basically emphasizes the timelessness of God. He is the self-existing one, the Eternal, the one without beginning or end. The God of Israel’s ancestors was to be identified by the name Yahweh (He who is) throughout the generations.

After answering Moses’ protest of ignorance regarding the divine name, God outlined the entire campaign against Egypt. 

First, Moses was to go to the elders of Israel and tell them that God had appeared to him. He was to communicate to them God’s concern for their plight, and his promise to bring them out of Egypt to a wonderful land. The land promise which had been given to the patriarchs was now renewed through Moses. Thus, as with any true prophet, the message of Moses was in agreement with earlier revelation. God assured Moses that the elders would believe him.

Second, the elders and Moses were then to go to Pharaoh to announce the appearance of God. They were to request permission to make a three-day journey into the wilderness to offer sacrifices to him. Pharaoh would not listen.

Third, God would smite Egypt with wonders, i.e., miraculous judgments.

Fourth, before they left Egypt the Israelites would plunder Egypt. This also conforms to the promise made to Abraham (cf. Gn 15:14). Softened by blows from God, the Egyptians generously would bestow upon their former captives articles of gold and silver as well as clothing. The God of Israel would triumph so thoroughly over Egypt that women and children would carry away the spoils.

3. He complained that he lacked credentials (4:1–9). Moses feared that the people would not believe his claims regarding this encounter. The promise of a future sign in 3:12 did not quiet Moses’ fears. God responded by granting to him three signs as proofs of his power. First, he was told to cast down his rod. Moses did as he was told, and the rod became a serpent. He was told to take up the serpent, and it became a rod. Second, he was told to thrust his hand inside his cloak, and it became leprous. He was told to put his hand back into his cloak, and it was whole again. Third, if his detractors would not believe the first two signs, he was to pour the water of the Nile on the ground where it would become blood.

4. He called attention to his lack of ability (4:10–12). Moses described himself as “slow of speech and tongue.” He did not regard himself as an orator. God responded that he was in ultimate control of man’s communication faculties. He promised to help Moses speak and to teach him what to say. During this encounter Moses addressed God twice (4:10, 13), but in neither case did he use the name which God had revealed to him!

5. He pled with God to send someone else (4:13–17). This unwillingness to serve angered the Lord. Aaron his brother was on his way to the wilderness. He would serve as Moses’ mouth. Moses, however, would be “as God” to Aaron, i.e., he would be the ultimate human leader of the nation. With his staff he would be able to perform miraculous signs, and that staff would be his symbol of authority.

C. God Assured Moses in the Way (Ex 4:18–31).
Five factors reinforced Moses’ reluctant decision to accept the divine challenge.

1. Moses received no protest from his father-in-law when he requested leave to return to Egypt. Moses, however, did not reveal to Jethro his full purpose (4:18).

2. As he set out for Egypt with his wife and sons (plural) he received a further revelation from the Lord (4:19–23). Moses was to perform his wonders, not just before Israel, but before Pharaoh as well. God would harden Pharaoh’s heart. He would not release Israel, God’s firstborn son, and so the Lord would slay the firstborn of the king. Thus at the very outset Moses knew the final outcome of his confrontation with Pharaoh.

3. Moses received divine discipline in the way (4:24–26). The designated leader of God’s people had neglected to circumcise his youngest son. God disciplined Moses through deathly sickness to remind him of his obligations. A leader must first set things right in his own household. This narrative contains a warning for every Israelite. Even the great prophet Moses could not get by with failing to circumcise his son.

The reason for her husband’s jeopardy was immediately perceived by Zipporah. To save the life of her husband, she took a flint knife and grudgingly circumcised her son. Just as shrewd action by Rachel saved Jacob from Laban’s wrath, so alert action by Zipporah saved Moses from God’s wrath. Her disgust at the rite of circumcision, however, is clear. She seems to have returned to her father’s house after this incident.

4. Moses met Aaron in the wilderness (4:27–28). This joyous reunion fulfilled the earlier promise of God (cf. 4:15). His brother believed all that Moses told him about what had transpired on the mount.

5. The elders of Israel gave Moses and Aaron a favorable reception just as God had promised (cf. 3:18). Aaron related to them all that God had spoken to Moses. He (Moses? or Aaron?) performed signs for them and they believed. The signs, no doubt, were those which were described in 4:3–9. Hearing of the compassion which God had for them, the people bowed down and worshiped (4:29–31). 
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Series: “Seeing God through the eyes of His people” A narrative look at the character of God 	 Lesson 9


Series context: Last week (Job 38-42) we learned that God is infinite, we are finite.  He is powerful and sovereign, but does not always explain Himself.  In this section we must remember that though God breaks into history at the time of Moses—there were 430 years where He did not—and Israel was in slavery.  Many died without experiencing freedom.  Why?  God’s will is accomplished in His timing.  He is Sovereign.
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Concern  Took personal interest, pity, in order to save





God begins to teach Moses that He is Holy, unique and must to honored—that to approach God requires preparation and distinction from the common (clean and unclean)


NB God’s presence makes something holy





Miracle used to draw attention and authenticate the message





Later Moses will shepherd God’s people at Horeb=Mt. Sinai





Hebrews 12:28-29 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire. (ESV)
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Questions


1.	What kind of excuses did Moses use?


		1 & 4 Self and weakness; 2 & 3 what if; I don’t want to; What about so-n-so


2.	How do you think you would have responded?


3.	What would have given Moses more courage?


4.	When do you tend not to believe/obey God?


5.	Does God normally ask us to do what we least like to do?
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Moses’ job description (commissioning)





Possible translation: “not even under force”





SCK loose paraphrase:  And in spite of yourself and your lack of trust—I will be with you and show you great things














3:11 Here is the introduction of the main motif of the commission, which will be the explanation of the divine name. It will make little difference who the servant is or what that servant’s abilities might be, if God is present. The mention of God’s presence is not a simple catch-phrase; it represents abundant provisions to the believer (see below on v. 14). NET Bible Note








YHWH—“Moses, you’re missing the point—it’s not about you, but ME, the All-powerful/All-Sufficient”








What is God doing/saying? 


What does God reveal about Himself?


What does man learn about God?  


How should we respond? 


Review (distribute list of attributes)





Give time to ponder—quietly


Give time to praise—songs


Give time to thank God—prayer


Give time to surrender—intercession
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So What?


How will this change not only mind, but heart?





How should our view of self be different?


How should our view of God be expanded?





He is Sufficient


What He calls us to, He enables us for





God is sufficient—the question is how much will we trust Him?





Questions:


Heart issues?


When do we say “no” to God?


What causes our fears?


Fear of failure
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Lessons


About us:


1.	Trust and obey God


2.	Don’t focus on self but God


3.	Prone to make excuses�
About God:


1.	Patient


2.	Merciful


3.	Wants to use us


4.	Power


5.	Sovereignty�
�
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Sign confirms God’s Word—but calls for faith / not immediate evidence
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Answer





1st person YHWH—God’s divine presence will guarantee the power     Point: It is not about you—It is about God  (see note)





Excuse 2—Who are you?


Honest question—what do I say? 


(notice God’s patience)


Answer—I AM 


YHWH—Powerfully present to fulfill His Word


Point: not just “name” but significances is in the character





Self-existent—eternally present


Powerful (v 20) Sovereign (v21)


Personal (“God of”)


Covenant Keeper (v15, 16)


Good (v 22)





Some translations: “worship” – serve or slave.  Israel will move from being slaves of Egypt to slaves of God—obedience=worship





Conflict:  Why I don’t want to obey and be used by God! (Who would say that?)








Excuse 1—Who am I? 


Honest humility—he is overwhelmed by the task


He changed from a brash killer to being timid & unsure


Answer—It doesn’t matter, I will be with you


Here is the promise—you will return to here





Power over one of Egypt’s religious symbols





Signs to authenticate the messenger (Dan 13:1-3; 1 Kings 17:24)





Speech 2—for Pharaoh





Excuse 3—W/ what authority are you sending me?


The “what if” game


Contradicts God’s Word 3:18


This “if” question is unusual in Heb because it has no “then”—almost to say, “if they don’t, and they won’t”


Answer—Powerful evidence, but they will not respond





Their source of life would be evidence of death





Power to inflict disease on Egypt





Excuse 5—I don’t want to do it 


(not just reluctance but refusal)


Answer—Anger





Excuse 4—I am not gifted for this


Honest evaluation?—inability to speak


Contrast Acts 7:22—lack of ?


Answer—I will make you sufficient (2 Cor 2-3), 


Point—one’s inability is nothing to the One who is Able, the all sufficient One has no inability—so we must be willing
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