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Learning to Discern 
Lessons from Life: Joash 

2 Kings 11-12 and 2 Chronicles 22-24 

Review 
Wisdom is 

Skill in godly living 

Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 beginning of wisdom is the “fear of the Lord” 

The fear of the Lord is a realization that God is in control and we are not. 

Fear of the Lord is a clear understanding of the holy transcendence of God with a sobering 

understanding of the consequences of not keeping His righteous standards. 

Discernment is 

Listening and obeying 
Discernment is the skill of understanding and applying God's Word with the purpose of separating 

truth from error and right from wrong.1 

Elijah 
Discernment must be based in the character God and on the Word of God 

Discernment requires listening to the Lord and that may mean remembering what He has said. 

Elisha 
In tragic events God provides hope, because God is still in control 

When we face with a decision—the discerning individual 

First—trusts God 

Then—waits for God 

Discernment requires trusting God...patiently. 

Context: Joash 
I. The Story 2 Kings 8-12 

A. Family Tree 

B. Background 

1. His grandfather, Jehoram was a wicked 
king of Judah who killed all his brothers 
when He ascended the throne (best 
defense is a good offense).  He was 
married to Athaliah. 

2. His father, Ahaziah was a wicked king of 
Judah.  He was killed in battle along with 
Joram king of Israel by Jehu who would 
become king of Israel.  2 Kings 8:24; 8:25-
29; 9:14-29 (27) 

3. When her son Ahaziah was Killed, 
Athaliah tried to kill all of her 
grandchildren (2 Kings 11:1), but 
Jehosheba the (½) sister of Ahaziah 
(daughter of Jehoram) rescued Joash, 
who was one year old.  Athaliah rule 
Judah for six years. 

4. Jehosheba was married to Jehoiada the high priest (2 Chronicles 22:11).  They raised him in the 
temple for six years. 

5. Jehoiada the high priest understanding the Davidic Covenant (2 Chronicles 23:3) and the need for the 
Temple (and therefore God) to be central, planned a coup-de-ta, and over through Athaliah.  He 
reminded the people by having them make a covenant as to their relationship with God (a special 
people 2 Kings 11:17; 2 Chronicles 23:16-17) 

                                                 
1 Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment (p. 61). Good News Publishers/Crossway Books. Kindle Edition. 



 

 

6. Josiah became king at the age of 7 after spending the first 6 years in the Temple.  

C. The outline from 2 Chronicles 23-24 

1. Recovering the throne for the House of David       23 

2. Joash and Jehoiada together  __________________________________ 24:1-16 

3. Joash along _______________________________________________ 24:17-27 

II. Joash (Jehoash) in Judah (835-796, 40 years) 2 Kings 12:1-21 
A. Began ruling at age 7 and was instructed by Jehoiada the high priest 12:1 (2 Chronicles 24:3) 

 
B. Revival and repair of the Temple financed through large gifts of the people 2 Chron. 24:1-14 

 
C. Joash was a good king   _______________________________________________ 

 
 

D. The death of Jehoiada (2 Chronicles 24:15) brought   ___________________________________ 
 
 

E. Joash compounded his wrong  _____________________________________________________ 
 

F. He forsook God and God forsook him (2 Chronicles 24:20).  
After a second invasion, in which God aloud a much smaller Aramean army to defeat Judah 
(2 Chronicles 24:24), Joash was assassinated from within his own ranks as he lay in bed 
recovering from wounds.  All of this because of his sin (2 Chronicles 24:24) 

 
III. Summary  
 
 
 

Key Lessons 
A. Key verses: 2 Kings 12:2 and 2 Chronicles 24:2 

 
 

B. Can’t rely on your past relationship with God or successes, you must live  

_______________________________________________ 

 

C. Need to have and to listen to  ______________________________ 
 

 

 

Lesson about Discernment 
Discernment  

Should not be ________________________ 

 

Requires______________________ 


