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1 Corinthians 5-6 

Element of Personal Bible Study 
Reading the text 

Observing the text 

Structural rewrite 

Identify the paragraphs—working with a paragraph as a main unit of thought 

Dividing a sentence 

Look for the joints in the sentence 

Connectives Preposition  
(words that go with nouns to form a phrase) 

Coordinating 

And 

Contrasting 

Contrast: but, yet, much more, 

nevertheless, otherwise, then 

Concession: although 

Comparison (correlation): also, and, 

as, just as—so, likewise, so also 

Logical indicators 

Reason: because, for, since, for this 

reason 

Result: so, then, therefore, thus, 

consequently, that 

Conclusion: then, so 

Purpose: in order that, so that, that 

Condition: if 

Logical 

Means: by 

Accompaniment: with 

Benefit: for 

Origin: of 

Characteristic: of 

Identity: of 

Opposition: against 

Conformity: according 

 

Sphere 

Location: in, on, at 

Motion: to, from 

Direction: toward 

Position: over, at 

Permeation: through 

Entrance: into 

 

Show the relationship of clause—do a draft 

Three kinds of clauses 

Main      to the left 

Subordinate    indented 

Parallel 

 

Each dependent relationship is shown by indenting the clause under the 

preceding clause, and each parallel clause is shown by writing the clause 

directly under the preceding clause. 

 

Review 
Paul had a very involved relationship with Corinthians due to their struggle 

—spent 18 months, multiple visits, multiple letters 

—an immature group who struggle with self-focus resulting in self-indulgence 

(immorality) and selfishness (disunity). 

Paul states his concern for their unity (1 Corinthians 1:10-11) and throughout the letter 

address many issues that caused disunity and disorder. 

 

1 Corinthians 1-2  

Don’t put your trust in one person or personality of a teacher. Your trust is in the gospel 

which you can understand with the help of the Spirit. 

 

1 Corinthians 3-4 

Paul addresses two core aspects that were causing division and disunity—a failure to 

understand that the wisdom of God is folly to men because the gospel is counterintuitive 

but revealed by the Spirit and that the faithful servants of God can help them but should 

not be where they allegiance lies, they should not follow men but Christ. 



Disorder: Condemnation 1 Corinthians 5:1-6:20 

1 Corinthians 5:1-6:20 has three primary units 

Sexual immorality tolerated by the church 5:1-13 

Lawsuits in the church 6:1-11 

Sexual sins  6:12-20 

 

Failure to correct/discipline 5:1-13 

 

Unaddressed sexual immorality in their midst 5:1-8 

Judgment pronounced 5:1-5 

 

Instruction 

Remove him from among you 

 

Deliver this man to Satan 

 

Purpose 

 

Rationale for judgment 5:6-8 

 

Separation: misunderstanding corrected 5:9-13 

 

 

Failure to solve personal disputes themselves 6:1-11 

 

Problem 6:1 

 

 

Challenge  6:2-8 

 

 

Motivation  6:11 

 

 

Failure to exercise sexual purity  6:12-20 

 

Don’t be held hostage by your freedoms 6:12-15 

 

 

Flee sexual immorality 6:16-20 

 

 

 

Application 
 

 

 

Personal Bible Study Challenge 
Contextual topical study 

Personal freedom, purity and concern for others 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 6-10, list the principles you see related to: 

Principles for exercising your Christian freedom 

Principles for when personal freedom should be surrendered for the benefits of others 


