
Stephen C. Kilgore 

Philippians 

Contradicting hardship with an uncommon commitment to 

the unconquerable Gospel 
 

Paul’s Circumstance: Hope and Desire 
Philippians 1:12-26 

 
12 I want you to know, brothers,  
  that what has happened to me  
   has really served to advance the gospel,  
13     so that it has become known 
         throughout the whole imperial guard  
         and to all the rest  
       that my imprisonment is for Christ.  
14   And most of the brothers,  
   having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment,  
     are much more bold to speak the word without fear. 
15    Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry,  
   but others from good will.  
16     The latter do it out of love,  
     knowing that I am put here  
           for the defense of the gospel. 
17    The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely  
   but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.  
 
18   What then?  
  Only that in every way,  
     whether in pretense or in truth,  
   Christ is proclaimed,  
    and in that I rejoice.  
 
    Yes, and I will rejoice,  
19      for I know that through your prayers  
     and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ  
      this will turn out for my deliverance,  
20       as it is my eager expectation and hope  
        that I will not be at all ashamed,  
        but that with full courage  
         now as always  
          Christ will be honored in my body,  
            whether by life or by death.  
 
21   For to me to live is Christ,  
     and to die is gain.  
22    If I am to live in the flesh,  
    that means fruitful labor for me.  
  Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.  
23    I am hard pressed between the two.  
    My desire is to depart and be with Christ,  
      for that is far better.  
24     But to remain in the flesh is more necessary  
      on your account.  
25   Convinced of this,  
   I know that I will remain  and continue with you all,  
       for your progress and joy in the faith,  
26         so that in me  
         you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus,  
           because of my coming to you again.   (ESV) 



Review 
• Church started under hardship 

• Contradicting hardship with an uncommon commitment to the unconquerable 

Gospel 

• Philippians 1:1-11 

• Paul writes a thank you letter for the Philippians for their partnership in the 

gospel 

Paul’s circumstances:  Hope and Desire 1:12-26 

Paul’s Afflictions promote the gospel  1:12-18a 
Explanation of current situation 
1. Update on his present situation and ministry 1:12-14 

a. Opportunities to share the gospel in prison  1:12 

 

b. Paul’s influence on other believers 1:13-14 

1) 1:12-13 Circumstance—Paul in prison for the gospel, continued to witness 

 

2) 1:14 Paul’s example was a motivating factor for others to share their 

faith. 

 

2. Paul’s real problem 1:15-18a 

 

 

Paul’s Afflictions Exalt the Lord 1:18b-26 

Paul’s attitude toward his circumstances  1:18b-26 
1. Attitude towards those that preach gospel with impure motives  1:18b 

 

2. Expectation concerning deliverance  1:19-21 

a. Deliverance is not necessarily equal to “release.”  Because in the following 

verse Paul speaks of his death.  (1:19) 

 

b. What we might consider the worst possible end (death) Paul saw as 

deliverance, the best solution (1:23) 

 

Question: 1:20 

How can difficult circumstances increase your dependence on Christ? 

 

How can you exalt Christ in your life, while experiencing difficult situations? 

 

 

3. Concerned for the Effect of his life on the Philippians 1:22-26 

“Even if it doesn’t go my way (the way I prefer) I will be joyful.” 

 

Question: 

If you don’t get “your way” when you think you deserve (expectation)—how 

do you react? 

 

 

Application 
Contradicting Hardship with uncommon ___________ produced by proper 

____________ 


