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Learning to Discern 
Lessons from Life: Elisha 

2 Kings 6–7 

Review 
Wisdom is 

Skill in godly living 
Proverbs 1:7; 9:10 beginning of wisdom is the “fear of the Lord” 

The fear of the Lord is a realization that God is in control and we are not. 
Fear of the Lord is a clear understanding of the holy transcendence of God with a sobering 
understanding of the consequences of not keeping His righteous standards. 

Discernment is 
Listening and obeying 

Discernment is the skill of understanding and applying God's Word with the purpose of separating 

truth from error and right from wrong.1 

Elijah 
Discernment must be based in the character God and on the Word of God 
Discernment requires listening to the Lord and that may mean remembering what He has said. 

 

Context: 2 Kings 6-7 
The overall lesson that the books of 1-2 Kings teach is that: 

The books of Kings teach that failure to honor the revealed will of God always bring ruin and 
destruction. 

 
The once powerful, glorious kingdom, with God in the Temple, is now divided.  Two kingdoms, often 
fighting against each other and often too weak to fend off outside attackers. 
 
The division of the kingdom happened in 931 B.C., the tragic event we will be looking at today happened 
about 90 years later, around 840 B.C. 
 
The Northern Kingdom of Israel, with its capital of Samaria is on its 9th king—Jehoram/ Joram ben Ahab.  
The son of Ahab and Jezebel.  Now that’s a lineage that goes down in infamy.  The most wicked king and 
his wicked wife. 
 
During Joram’s 12 year reign he had conflicts with Moab (which God helped him defeat) and mainly with 
Aram (Syria, North of the Sea of Galilee, with Damascus as its capital). 

Elisha 
Story #1 2 Kings 6:8-23 

Context   2 Kings 6:8-10 
God thwarts the plans of the Syrian king 

 
Conflict   2 Kings 6:11-19 

Elisha miraculously delivered 
 
Resolution  2 Kings 6:20-23 

Kindness 
 

                                                           
1 Tim Challies, The Discipline of Spiritual Discernment (p. 61). Good News Publishers/Crossway Books. Kindle Edition. 



Story #2 2 Kings 6:24–7:20 
Context   2 Kings 6:24-30 

Siege and Famine 
 

The King and the Cannibals 
 
 
Conflict   2 Kings 6:31—7:2 

King takes it out on Elisha 
 
The King and the Prophet   
 
 
The Prophet and the Sovereign Lord 

 
 
Resolution  2 Kings 7:3-20 

The Rest of the Story: Divine Intervention 
Miraculous deliverance 

 

 

In tragic events God provides hope, because God is still ____________________ 

 

Lesson about God 
God always keeps His Word. 

He is powerful enough to do what He says He will do. 
He is sovereign enough to know what He should do. 
He is gracious and merciful enough to always do what is right! 

 
 

Personalization:  The reality of sovereignty for us 

How does this apply to us? 
 
 

Lesson about Discernment 
When we face with a decision—the discerning individual, will 

First—________________ God 

Then—_______________ for God 
Discernment may take courage, but it most definitely will require _____________________. 

What do we learn about God and ourselves? 
King:  
 

Elisha: 
 

God: 
 

Our Response: 
Like Elisha 
 
 
 
In contrast to the king 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Trust God________________,     ______________________ 


