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Ecclesiastes: Developing our World View 
Forming our world view  

as we examine Solomon’s attempt to understand his own 

Review 
A world view is a filter through which everyone interprets and draws conclusions about the world. 

The foundation of a sound biblical world view is a strongly rooted understanding of God and conviction 
of His overall purpose and goodness—and living accordingly. 

Key themes 
1. Meaninglessness of life—life doesn’t make sense apart from God 

Life under the sun does not make sense 

When searching for significance, hunting for happiness or seeking a sense of meaning 
in life nothing under the sun provides fulfilment. 

2. Fear God 
In order to deal with the uncertainties of life we must pursue a world view that 
acknowledges the God… 

in control—and we are not 

has a plan—which we must surrender to 
3. Enjoy the simple pleasure of life—a “gift from God” 

Big Idea 
The alternative to frustration at the inconsistency of life is to enjoy the simple pleasure 

of life—in the context of the fear of God 

Lesson 3: Learning Wisdom in a Broken World 

Group Discussion 
What do you see? 
What wisdom does Solomon impart? 

How does this section help support the overall point of Ecclesiastes? 
What challenges or lessons for our world view development do these passages provide? 

 
Ecclesiastes 3:1–8  

1 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  

2 a time to be born, and a time to die; 

a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  

3 a time to kill, and a time to heal;  

a time to break down, and a time to build up;  

4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 

 a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  

5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together;  

a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  

6 a time to seek, and a time to lose;  

a time to keep, and a time to cast away;  

7 a time to tear, and a time to sew;  

a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  

8 a time to love, and a time to hate;  

a time for war, and a time for peace. (ESV)  

 

Ecclesiastes 5:1–7  

1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God.  

  To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools,  

   for they do not know that they are doing evil.  

2   Be not rash with your mouth,  

   nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before God,  

    for God is in heaven and you are on earth.  

     Therefore let your words be few.  

3   For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many words.  

  

Summary  

 

 

World view lesson 



4  When you vow a vow to God,  

  do not delay paying it,  

   for he has no pleasure in fools.  

    Pay what you vow.  

5   It is better that you should not vow 

   than that you should vow and not pay.  

6  Let not your mouth lead you into sin,  

  and do not say before the messenger that it was a mistake.  

   Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the work of your hands?  

7   For when dreams increase and words grow many,  

   there is vanity; 

    but God is the one you must fear. (ESV)  

 
Ecclesiastes 7:1–14 

1 A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of death than the day of birth.  

2 It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go to the house of feasting, for this is the end 

of all mankind, and the living will lay it to heart.  

3 Sorrow is better than laughter, for by sadness of face the heart is made glad.  

4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth.  

5 It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear the song of fools.  

6 For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, so is the laughter of the fools; this also is vanity.  

7 Surely oppression drives the wise into madness, and a bribe corrupts the heart.  

8 Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in 

spirit.  

9 Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for anger lodges in the heart of fools.  

10 Say not, “Why were the former days better than these?” For it is not from wisdom that you ask 

this.  

11 Wisdom is good with an inheritance, an advantage to those who see the sun.  

12 For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of money, and the advantage of knowledge is 

that wisdom preserves the life of him who has it.  

13 Consider the work of God: who can make straight what he has made crooked?  

14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity consider: God has made the one as 

well as the other, so that man may not find out anything that will be after him.  

 
Ecclesiastes 7:25 

 I turned my heart  

 to know  

 and to search out and to seek  

  wisdom  

  and the scheme of things,  

 and to know 

  the wickedness of folly  

  and the foolishness that is madness.  

26 And I find something more bitter than death: the woman whose heart is snares and nets,  

and whose hands are fetters.  He who pleases God escapes her, but the sinner is taken by her.  

27 Behold, this is what I found, says the Preacher, while adding one thing to another to find the 

scheme of things—  

28 which my soul has sought repeatedly, but I have not found. One man among a thousand I found, 

but a woman among all these I have not found.  

29 See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes. (ESV) 

Summary  
Even in a life that doesn’t make sense we need to learn to stop and consider God in every 

facet of life 

World View Development Lessons 
God is the sovereign therefore surrender control to Him 

Riches are meaningless unless they are used well 

Some of the best growth can happen in difficulties 

don’t assume that difficulty is the absence of God 

they serve as a reality check of our trust in God not our circumstance 

Summary  
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