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Colossians: Focus on Christ Your Complete Sufficiency 
 

 

What should a Christian look like? 
 

Colossians 1:3-8  

3 We always thank God,  

    the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

  when we pray for you,  

4   since we heard  

   of your faith  

      in Christ Jesus  

   and of the love  

      that you have for all the saints,  

5     because of the hope  

      laid up for you in heaven.  

 

     Of this  

      you have heard before  

         in the word of the truth,  

         the gospel,  

6            which has come to you,  

       as indeed in the whole world 

        it is bearing fruit  

        and growing— 

         as it also does among you,  

          since the day you heard it  

            and understood the grace of God in truth,  

7            just as you learned it from Epaphras  

             our beloved fellow servant.  

            He is a faithful minister of Christ  

              on your behalf  

8              and has made known to us  

               your love in the Spirit. (ESV) 
 

 
 

I. Greeting:  Position and Practice in Christ 1:1-2 

 

 

Three Virtues of a Mature Disciple 

II. Commendation: Character—Faith and Love from Hope   1:3-8 

Prayer of Praise to God for the Colossians 

 

A. Reason—Why:  The effects of the Gospel  1:3-5a 

1. Thanksgiving to God 

 

 

2. They continue in their Faith 

 

 

3. Their love is faith in action 

 

 

  



4. Their hope—the cause of their faith and love 

 

 

Source of hope 1:23 

 

Focus of hope 1:27 

 

Goal of hope 1:27 

 

 

B. Result—What:  The Gospel, the dynamic power to change lives  1:5b-8 

1. The Gospel 1:5b 

Word of the Truth 

 

 

 

 

2. Bearing fruit 1:6 

a. Locally 

 

b. Universally 

 

3. Faithful Minister 1:7a 

 

4. Love in the Spirit 1:7b-8 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

The Word of God does the work of God through the people of God. 

 

 

Application 

What external evidence is there of your faith? 

To other believers? 

 

To unbelievers? 

 

 

 

Assignment: 

Read Colossians 1:9-23 

Notice the specifics of what Paul prays for and why. 

Key question—What can we learn about prayer? 

 

 

Small Group Questions—posted at http://stevekilgore.com/fluency/ 

 


