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1 Peter 1:1321  Taking Justification Seriously 
Review 
1:1-2  What our salvation is?—Position in Christ, our relationship to the Trinity. 
1:3 -12  What does our salvation do?—Proper Perspective in Pain  Salvation 

1:1-2  Position in Christ 
Chosen by God, set apart by the Holy Spirit to obey Christ whose blood paid for our sins making us aliens in this 
world. 

1:3-12  Proper Perspective 
Praise God for Security of Salvation which is provided by His Power to give Living Hope which is the Proper 
Perspective for Pain. 

 
13 Therefore,  
    preparing your minds for action,  
    and being sober-minded,  
   set your hope fully  
     on the grace that will be brought to you  
      at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
14  As obedient children,  
   do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, 
15    but as he who called you is holy,  
   you also be holy in all your conduct, 
16     since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 
 
17 And if you call on him as Father  
   who judges impartially  
    according to each one’s deeds,  
  conduct yourselves with fear  
    throughout the time of your exile, 
18   knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways 
     inherited from your forefathers,  
   not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 
19   but with the precious blood of Christ,  
    like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 
20     He was foreknown before the foundation of the world  
     but was made manifest in the last times 
       for the sake of you 
21       who through him are believers in God,  
       who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,  
           so that your faith and hope are in God. (ESV) 

 
Introduction 
1:13-21 How to live out our salvation—Prepared and controlled mind 
 
I. Sanctification: Conduct before God  1:13-2:10 

A. First Step: Prepared and Controlled Mind for Holiness 1:13-21 
1. Preparation: The First Step to Sanctification (Holiness) is the mind Prepared for Action 1:13-16 

 
a. Keep your mind alert while you wait 1:13 

 
 

b. Keep distinction between the world and yourselves: obedience to God 1:14-16 
 
 

2. Price: Conduct should reflect the price that was paid for you 1:17-21 
a. Focus on what was done to you 1:17-19 

Redeemed from futile ways: delivered from slavery 1:18 
 

b. Focus on what was done for you 1:20-21 
Redemption was a great cost, to God 



Additional Notes on Sanctification 
Sanctification Defined: 

 Sanctification is the work of God to transform the sinner into the image of Jesus Christ. (Romans 8:29) 
 From our standpoint it should be: Taking Justification Seriously 

 
 Sanctification is often defined within three stages or aspects: Positional, Progressive, and Prospective or 
ultimate.  But as I was thinking about this, other “P’s” also helped me better understand different elements involved. 
 The believers’ practice is based on their position in Christ.  This practice involves a progress.  A believer’s 
sanctification is based on his position in Christ which is then related to his practice in that it is a process or progress. 
 The progressive aspect is key to understanding sanctification. Sanctification—being set apart from sin and to 
God—is progressive in that in the present believers are not perfect.  Perfection, contrary to some denominations, is 
not a part of the believers’ experience until glorification.  So the believers’ progressive sanctification is not 
perfection. 
 But though sanctification can be defined in part as a process, this process in not solely based on performance.  
Progressive sanctification is not related to simply what believers do, but what is being done for them by God 
through the Holy Spirit.  The fact that sanctification is not based on our performance only, is comforting because 
what we do will never match up to God’s holiness. 
 This is not to say that the believer is not involved.  Progressive sanctification is not passive.  That is, the 
believer does not sit around waiting for God to make him more holy.  Neither is progressive sanctification 
permissiveness.  Just because sanctification is primarily a work of God does not mean that believers can tolerate sin 
in their lives.  Or to put it another way, progressive sanctification should not be promiscuous.  In the words of Paul, 
“What shall we say then?  Are we to continue in sin that grace might increase?  May it never be! How shall we who 
died to sin still live in it?” (Romans 6:1-2).  Progressive sanctification, though not based solely on the performance 
of the believer, is not permissive or a ticket for license. 
 Another aspect of progressive sanctification that is often omitted is the corporate element of sanctification.  
Believers are placed into the body of Christ and are to foster holiness within a relational context.  Only in a 
relational context can sanctification be developed, demonstrated and tested.  Only in a relational context can 
believers grow to be what God intended them to be. 
 Finally, ultimate sanctification can be seen as prospective or potential in that it will be affected in the future.  
This is the believers’ hope, the promise and pledge God has given.  When the struggle or battle is raging in 
progressive sanctification, the believer can anticipate the day when he will be sanctified completely.  In this respect 
ultimate sanctification can be seen as predestination, “predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son.” 
(Romans 8:29) 
 All three elements of sanctification are related to the power of God: through Christ in salvation, through the 
Holy Spirit and the Word in progressive sanctification, and through the Father’s will to conform us to His Son. 
 
Positional—Romans 6; Hebrews 10:10; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2 
Progressive—Practice—Romans 8; 2 Peter 3:18; John 17:17 through His Word; 2 Corinthians 3:18; Philippians 

1:6; Hebrews 13:20-21 
—not perfection—Romans 7 
—not performance—Galatians 5 {see v.16, 25}; Ephesians 5:11-25; Colossians 3:9-10 
—not passive, permissive, or promiscuous—Philippians 2:12-13; Romans 12:9, 16-17; Romans 8:13 

Prospective—Promise —Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:1-3; Ephesians 1:4; Jude 24; 1 Thessalonians 5:23, 2 
Thessalonians 2:13-14 
—Predestined—Romans 8:29 
—Perfection 

 
Placed in the Body (Ephesians 2; 4:7, 12-16) 
Power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18) 
 
Past—Salvation from the penalty of sin—Ephesians 2:8 
Present—Salvation from the power of sin—Romans 5:10; 6:11-14 
Future—Salvation from the presence of sin —Jude 24; 1 Thessalonians 5:23 
 
By reflecting on sanctification I am encouraged and exhorted.  I am encouraged by realizing no matter how much I 
struggle, I have the assurance (hope) that I will be transformed to conformity with the position I have in Christ.  It is 
also encouraging that my sanctification is not conditioned only on what I do.  The exhortation is that in view of what 
Christ has done on my behalf, I need to strive in the power of the Holy Spirit to be holy in light of what I will be and 
the price paid for me. 
 
Conclusion:  “To know God is to live a holy life—obligation.  We need to brainwash our minds with the Bible to 
act, think, and do God’s will instinctively.” (Howard Hendricks) 


