
Stephen C. Kilgore 

1 Timothy 
Pursue godliness and fight the good fight of the faith 

Lesson 3:  Timothy’s Task: Charge # 2 

1 Timothy 1:12-20 
 

1 Timothy 1 

12 I thank him who has given me strength,  
 Christ Jesus our Lord,  
  because  
   he judged me faithful,  
   appointing me to his service,  
13     though formerly I was a  
     blasphemer,  
     persecutor,  
     and insolent opponent.  
    But I received mercy  
     because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,  
14     and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me  
     with the faith and love  
      that are in Christ Jesus.  
15  The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance,  
  that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,  
   of whom I am the foremost {first}.  
16     But I received mercy for this reason,  
     that in me, as the foremost,  
      Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience 
       as an example to those who  
        were to believe in him for eternal life.  
 
17 To the King of ages,  
  immortal, 
  invisible, 
  the only God,  
      be  
       honor  
       and glory  
         forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 
18 This charge I entrust to you,  
  Timothy, my child, 
   in accordance with the prophecies previously made about you, 
    that by them you may 
     wage the good warfare,  
19      holding  
       faith  
       and a good conscience.  
        By rejecting this,  
         some have made shipwreck of their faith,  
20           among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander,  
           whom I have handed over to Satan  
            that they may learn not to blaspheme. (ESV) 

  



I. Salutation 1:1-2 

II. Timothy’s Task: A Corrective Ministry  1:3-20 

A. Timothy’s basic task explained—Charge #1  Correct False Teacher 1:3-11 

B. Paul’s conversion and commission and Timothy’s commission and task 1:12-20 

1. Positive encouragement from Paul’s experience receiving grace  1:12-17 
The Gospel experienced and entrusted by Paul 
Paul is an example of the grace and mercy others are distorting and rejecting 
 

Structure/Flow 

Specific / Personal General / Universal 

The work of Christ in Paul’s life 1:12 
Paul’s sin 1:13a 
The provision of mercy 1:13b 
Grace overflowed to Paul with faith and love in 

Christ Jesus 1:14 

The work of Christ for sinners 1:15a 
Paul’s sin 1:15b 
The provision of mercy 1:16a 
Perfect patience of Jesus Christ to Paul as an 

example  1:16b 

Doxology of praise to King God 

 

a. Paul’s commission and conversion—Focus on mercy and grace 1:12-14 

1) Paul’s commission 1:12-13a 
Paul’s gratitude for his commission 

 
The work of Christ in Paul’s life 1:12 
Paul’s sin 1:13a 

 
Interpretive Issue 

 

2) Paul’s conversion 1:13b-14 
The provision of mercy 1:13b 
Grace overflowed to Paul with faith and love in Christ Jesus 1:14 

 
Interpretive Issue 

 

b. Paul an example of mercy 1:15-16 
The provision for all sinners 

God’s abundant grace 

c. Paul’s exaltation of God  the King 1:17 
 

2. Exhortation based on Timothy’s life and present challenges—Charge #2  1:18-20 
The Command entrusted to Timothy 

a. Charge: Wage the good warfare  1:18-19a 
What Timothy is to do 

1) Why: Based on the prophecies 

a) Paul’s charge—Timothy entrusted with the message 

b) Timothy reminded of his commission 

c) Timothy challenged to wage the good warfare 

2) How:  

a) Holding faith  

b) A good conscience  

b. Warning intensified with specific example 1:19b-20 
What Hymenaeus and Alexander have done 

1) Some reject and shipwreck their faith 

2) They need correction 
 

Application 


