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John
Farewell Discourse

Questions

• What do you wish you knew 20 year ago, that
you know now?

• Why?

Questions

• Do you ever wonder why there are parts of
Scripture that are hard to understand?

• Or at least, difficult to correlate to other passages?

Questions

• What does humility look like?
• How do you know if you are humble?
• What challenges your humility?

Background: John

Purpose
• Look at John 20:31

• Apologetic/Evangelistic/Pastoral
• Believe

• Theological—Who Jesus is
• Messiah
• Son of God

• Deity and relationship with the Father
• Result—Life

Purpose

Two Choices
• Belief

• Have life, be trained and be strengthened
• Unbelief

• Rejected by the people therefore already
condemned
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John

Subject/Purpose Statement
John uses key signs, saying, and witnesses
from the life of Jesus, to challenge his
readers to put aside unbelief and believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God (deity),
sent into the world to give life.

John 13:1-17
Humility

Overview: Farewell Discourse

Quiet Talks to the Disciples
• Humility 13
• Heaven 14
• Fruitfulness 15
• Promises 16
• Prayer 17

The Spirit of Truth
Permanent presences
Helper
Convict and guide

Farewell Discourse

• Our goal
• To study Jesus final instructions to His
disciples

• To understand the role of the Holy Spirit
• To appreciate Jesus love and desire for His
disciples as stated in His prayer for them

Farewell Discourse: Focus

• Book of Signs John 1–12 Jesus’ Public Ministry
• Signs followed by discourses (explanations)

• Focus: The signs of Jesus
• Book of Glory John 13-21 Jesus’ Private Ministry

• Discourse followed by one key sign-the cross event
(death, resurrection)

• Focus: The Hour of Jesus

Farewell Discourse: Structure

• Prologue (Preamble) John 13:1-30
• Main discourse John 13:31–16:33
• Epilogue—Prayer John 17
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Farewell Discourse: Big Picture

Preparation of the new community
for a Spirit-guided mission
to the unbelieving world

The Setting

• John 13:1
• Introduction to the whole discourse

• “knew that His hour had come”
• No accident

• Purpose
• “to show the full extent of His love”

The Setting

• John 13:2-3
• The betrayal set

• Jesus is fully aware of the cost of His love, even washing
the feet of the one He knew would betray Him.

• Jesus self-understanding 13:3
• Jesus knew—His Position

• Authority
• Origin
• Destiny

The Setting

• John 13:2-3
• Jesus acts out of an assurance of His
relationship with the Father.

The Setting

• Note the two statements about the devil
• John 13:2 During supper, when the devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot,
Simon’s son, to betray him, (ESV)

• John 13:27 Then after he had taken the morsel,
Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What
you are going to do, do quickly.” (ESV)

John 13:4-11 Example of Humility

• Jesus assumes the role of a servant 13:4-5
• Jesus Dialogue with Peter 13:6-11
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John 13:12-17 Explanation of Humility

• Question: “Do you understand" 13:12
• Instruction 13:13-17

• Don’t consider yourself more significant than your
master.

John 13 Foot washing

• Principle is normative not the action (This is not an
ordinance)

• “Example”
• John only one to record it
• No example of it being practice in the rest of the New

Testament
• Acts 2 in listing the activities of the early church mentions

baptism and communion but not foot washing
• 1 Corinthians 11 doesn’t mention it
• 1 Timothy 5:10 does mention it but simply in a list of

actions that demonstrate service, hospitality and character

John 13 Following in Jesus Example

• Two key lessons:
• 1. Need for daily cleansing
• 2. Servants heart

John 13 Following in Jesus Example

• The question is: In our cultural setting, how
can we demonstrate Jesus principle?

• The issue is attitude visible in an action, not just
an action.

• So what does/should humility looked like in our
context, lives and church?


