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Questions

• What object or activity would you like—
not to have to deal with anymore?

• If God put you completely in charge of
creating heaven, what would it be like?

Questions

• What prevents people from drawing near
to God?

• Let your “sanctified imagination” run for a
little…
What will it be like to be in in God’s

presence?

Questions

• What do you think the most common
denominator is in all the passages that
describe “heaven”?

Isaiah 66:1 Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is
the house that you would build for me, and
what is the place of my rest? (ESV)
Isaiah 6:1–7 In the year that King Uzziah died I
saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the
temple. (ESV)

Psalm 103:19 The LORD has established his
throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules
over all. (ESV)
Psalm 47:8 God reigns over the nations; God sits
on his holy throne. (ESV)
Daniel 7:9 “As I looked, thrones were placed,
and the Ancient of Days took his seat; his
clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his
head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames;
its wheels were burning fire.
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Psalm 103:19 The LORD has established his throne
in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. (ESV)
Revelation 4:1–3 After this I looked, and behold, a
door standing open in heaven! And the first voice,
which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet,
said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must
take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit,
and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one
seated on the throne. 3 And he who sat there had
the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around
the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance
of an emerald. (ESV)

Revelation 7:9–12 After this I looked, and behold, a
great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm
branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a
loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits
on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the
angels were standing around the throne and around
the elders and the four living creatures, and they
fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and
might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” (ESV)

Revelation 19:1–5 After this I heard what seemed
to be the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven,
crying out, “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and
power belong to our God, 2 for his judgments are
true and just; for he has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and
has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 3
Once more they cried out, “Hallelujah! The smoke
from her goes up forever and ever.” 4 And the
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell
down and worshiped God who was seated on the
throne, saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” 5 And from the
throne came a voice saying, “Praise our God, all you
his servants, you who fear him, small and great.”
(ESV)

Revelation 21:1–4 Then I saw a new heaven and a
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from
the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of
God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be with
them as their God. 4 He will wipe away every tear
from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor
pain anymore, for the former things have passed
away.” (ESV)

HEAVEN
Our Hope
Our Home

Heaven

• Heaven is the place where God is
enthroned
Heaven is the place where God most

fully makes known his presence to bless.
Wayne A. Grudem

HEAVEN
Our Hope
Our Home

Overview: A Study of Heaven

•What it is not, what it is
•Description and common questions
•Anticipation and the unknown
•Interesting biblical statements and
cultural phenomenon
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Review: Context

• Scripture is clear that God has a plan—
that includes judgment leading to
punishment and reward

Context

• Genesis 3:8
• God created mankind with the goal of having

communion (fellowship)—allowing them to
be in His presence

• Man was created in God’s image and likeness,
predisposed to a relationship with Him, and
with all our needs provided

Context

• Genesis 3:8-19 reveal,
Man’s sin alienate him from God.
Man’s sin—was disobedience caused by pride.

They wanted autonomy from God.  They wanted to
be independent.

• Revelation 21 will show us that Satan could
not thwart God’s goal

Context
• The “Bookends” of Biblical History
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The Eternal State: New Jerusalem
The New Creation 21:1-8

• Vision of new heavens and new earth  21:1
• Conditions on the New Earth  21:2-8
New Jerusalem 21:2
New Relationship with God 21:3

• He will live with them
• They will be His people
• God Himself with be with them
• God Himself will be their God
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The Eternal State: New Jerusalem
The New Creation 21:1-8

• The point of the fellowship and blessing of the
presence of God
Unbrokenfellowship
Ultimate intimate relationship
Absolute glory
Abundant grace and mercy
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The Eternal State: New Jerusalem
The New Creation 21:1-8

• Vision of new heavens and new earth  21:1
• Conditions on the New Earth  21:2-8
New Jerusalem seen 21:2
New Relationship with God 21:3
Removal of sorrow 21:4

• What does this reveal about the character of God?
Declaration of new program  21:5-8
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The Eternal State: New Jerusalem
The New Jerusalem 21:9-27

• The Description of the New City 21:9-21
Coming down from Heaven
Beauty and Security of its structure
Measurement—perfection
Description of beauity

The Eternal State: The New Jerusalem
The New Jerusalem 21:9-27

•The Description of the New City 21:9-21

The Eternal State: The New Jerusalem
The New Jerusalem 21:9-27

•The Description of the New City 21:9-21
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The Eternal State: The New Jerusalem
The New Jerusalem 21:9-27

• The Description of the New City 21:9-21
• The Character of the New City 21:22-27
Omissions

• No physical temple
• No artificial light
• No enclosures
• No impurities

The Eternal State: The New Jerusalem
Paradise 22:1-5

• The river of life
• The tree of life
• No curse
• The light of the Lamb
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Application

•It will be paradise
•It will be glorious

•Contemplate it
•Long for it
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Summary

• Worship is the constant disposition of the
residents of heaven

• Worship starts with the character of God, not
the provisions for man

• Worship is about God
• Worship is the natural response of those God

has created
• Worship comes from seeing who God is
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Review: Summary

Heaven is the place where God
most fully makes known his
presence to bless.

Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology

1 Corinthians 2:9

But, as it is written,
"What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the heart of man imagined, what
God has prepared for those who love

him"—


