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ORDINARY
A Meditation on Ecclesiastes

QUESTIONS

• What are the attributes of God that you think
of most often?

• What attributes of God do you not like?

• What are the attributes of God that you don’t
understand?

QUESTIONS

• What questions do you get most often, from
unbelievers, about your understanding of
God?

REVIEW: ECCLESIASTES

• Ecclesiastes is the record of Solomon’s attempt
to make life work without a clear recipe and
what he learned in his attempt.

• Ecclesiastes remind us of:
• The limitations of man
• The desire we have to have lasting value
• The foolishness of pursuing our own goals by
our own means of fulfillment

CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW

• We will use the book of Ecclesiastes to
• Evaluate
• Challenge
• Form

our world view

REVIEW: WORD VIEW
• Scriptural fluency helps us develop the right
filters through which to see our world—this is
called a biblical world view
• A world view is a filter through which
everyone interprets and draws conclusions
about the world.

• A world view is “What goes without being
said.”
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CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW

• The foundation of a sound biblical world view
is a strongly rooted understanding of God and
conviction of His overall purpose and
goodness—and living accordingly

ECCLESIASTES

Three key themes
• Meaninglessness of life—life doesn’t make
sense apart from God

• Fear of God
• Enjoy the simple pleasure of life—a “gift from
God”

REVIEW: VANITY OF VANITY, ALL IS VANITY

• Life doesn’t make sense
• Reality of living in a sin cursed world.

• “Why” is not always answered
• We have a limited perspective
• We are not in control

• We are left with the frustration of dealing with
many uncertainties and inconsistencies of life

CONTEXT
• Putting a puzzle
together

QUESTIONS

• We are left with the frustration of dealing with
many uncertainties and inconsistencies of life

• Why would God made a world that doesn’t
make sense?



Stephen C. Kilgore 11/1/2015

http://stevekilgore.com 3

ECCLESIASTES

• Ecclesiastes 3:14 I perceived that whatever
God does endures forever; nothing can be
added to it, nor anything taken from it. God
has done it, so that people fear before him.
(ESV)

• Ecclesiastes 12:13 The end of the matter; all
has been heard. Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of
man. (ESV)

BIG IDEA

The alternative to frustration at the
inconsistency of life is to enjoy the simple
pleasure of life—in the context of the fear
of God

FEAR GOD

• Life doesn’t make sense so we should fear
God
• What can you learn about a proper
response to God that makes an otherwise
meaningless life, a life that doesn’t makes
sense—have an anchor you can hold on to?

DISCUSSION

• What do you learn about God?
• What is a proper response to God?
• What aspects of the fear of the Lord are
evident in these verse?

DISCUSSION: BIGGER PICTURE

• Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom
and instruction. (ESV)

• Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of
the Holy One is insight. (ESV)

• The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom

DISCUSSION

• Proverbs 3:7 Be not wise in your own eyes; fear
the Lord, and turn away from evil. (ESV)

• Proverbs 8:13 The fear of the Lord is hatred of
evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil
and perverted speech I hate. (ESV)

• Proverbs 16:6 By steadfast love and faithfulness
iniquity is atoned for, and by the fear of the
Lord one turns away from evil. (ESV)
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FEAR GOD

• Develop a Definition: The fear of the Lord
• is the beginning of wisdom
• causes, provides or motivates one to avoid
evil, pride and arrogance

DISCUSSION

• Proverbs 14:26 In the fear of the LORD one has
strong confidence, and his children will have a
refuge. (ESV)

• Proverbs 15:33 The fear of the LORD is
instruction in wisdom, and humility comes
before honor. (ESV)

FEAR GOD

• Develop a Definition: Fear of God
• is the beginning of wisdom
• causes, provides or motivates one to avoid
evil, pride and arrogance

• provides confidence
• is wise instruction and in some way leads to
humility which people will honor

DISCUSSION: ECCLESIASTES

• Ecclesiastes 5:7 For when dreams increase
and words grow many, there is vanity; but God
is the one you must fear. (ESV)

• In light of the meaninglessness of life—fear
God
• But why?

DISCUSSION

• Ecclesiastes 3:10–11 I have seen the business that
God has given to the children of man to be busy
with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet
so that he cannot find out what God has done
from the beginning to the end. (ESV)

DISCUSSION

• Ecclesiastes 3:10–11 I have seen the business that
God has given to the children of man to be busy
with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet
so that he cannot find out what God has done
from the beginning to the end. (ESV)
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DISCUSSION

• Ecclesiastes 3:10–11 I have seen the business that
God has given to the children of man to be busy
with. 11 He has made everything beautiful in its
time. Also, he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet
so that he cannot find out what God has done
from the beginning to the end. (ESV)

• Ecclesiastes 3:14 I perceived that whatever God
does endures forever; nothing can be added to it,
nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that
people fear before him. (ESV)

FEAR GOD

• God has a plan
• Therefore He is personal and not a force

• man has a desire or need to know that plan
• man is not capable of understanding or
knowing the whole of the plan

• God’s plan is eternal, immutable and
presumable then right or perfect
• Man is to submit to that plan

DISCUSSION

• Ecclesiastes 12:13 The end of the matter; all
has been heard. Fear God and keep his
commandments, for this is the whole duty of
man. (ESV)

• Proper fear of God leads to obedience

FEAR GOD

• This fear of God is based in knowledge of God
• It is not fear or terror of the unknown
• It is a reasoned response to the character of
God and the limitations of man

FEAR GOD

• General Definition: Fear of God
• is what we feel when we recognize and
acknowledge that God is sovereign

• is a realization that God is in control and we are
not

• is a clear understanding of the holy transcendence
of God with a sobering understanding of the
consequences of not keeping His righteous
standards

SUMMARY: FEAR GOD

• A recognition that God is God and I am not—
• therefore I must submit/surrender to His
control and commands

• fleeing sin and pursuing His righteousness in
full obedience lest I turn toward sin and
defame the Lord
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APPLICATION

• In order to deal with the uncertainties of life
we must pursue a world view that
acknowledges the God is…
• Is in control
• He has a plan
• This plan is wise and God does what is right,
good and best eternally

• Trust Him


