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Proper Perspective for Pain/Persecution 
 
Salvation: Proper Perspective for Pain 
3 Blessed be the God and Father  
  of our Lord Jesus Christ!  
 According to his great mercy,  
 he has caused us to be born again  
  to a living hope  
   through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4   to an inheritance that is  
   imperishable, 
   undefiled,  
   and unfading,  
       kept in heaven for you, 
5        who by God’s power are being guarded  
         through faith  
           for a salvation ready to be revealed 
                in the last time. 
 
6 In this you rejoice,  
   though now for a little while,  
      if necessary,  
    you have been grieved by various trials, 
7     so that the tested genuineness of your faith— 
      more precious than gold  
       that perishes though it is tested by fire— 
     may be found to result in  
      praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
8    Though you have not seen him,  
    you love him.  
   Though you do not now see him,  
    you believe in him  
     and rejoice with joy that is  
       inexpressible and filled with glory, 
9      obtaining the outcome of your faith,  
        the salvation of your souls. 
 
10 Concerning this salvation,  
  the prophets who prophesied about the grace that was to be yours 
    searched and inquired carefully, 
11     inquiring what person or time  
       the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating  
        when he predicted the sufferings of Christ  
        and the subsequent glories. 
12    It was revealed to them that they were serving not themselves but you,  
     in the things that have now been announced to you  
      through those who preached the good news to you  
        by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven,  

     things into which angels long to look. (ESV) 



Introduction 
Peter, having told his audience (who we know from history were about to experience extreme 
persecution) of their relationship to the Trinity in salvation—their calling by God, the sanctifying work of 
the Holy Spirit and their need for obedience because of their salvation in Jesus Christ—now turns to their 
Living Hope. 
 
Nero is Emperor of Rome.  He most likely has begun persecuting Christians, but the persecution will be 
escalated to an extreme point in less than one or two years.  Peter is writing to the “elect exiles of the 
dispersion,” to “aliens.”  He does not try to pump them up with positive thinking.  Instead his desire is to 
focus their perspective. 
 
Exposition 
Pain in Perspective in light of Position in Christ  
 
I. The Future: Promise of Salvation  1:3-5 

 
A. We have:           1:3 

 
 
The resurrection from the dead reveals that the payment Jesus Christ made on the cross for our sins met 
the demands God’s character required and satisfied the justice of our holy God.  The reason we can have 
“living hope” is because of Jesus Christ’s resurrection.  As Romans 8:23-25 puts it, “He was the first 
fruits.”  His resurrection along with our relationship to Him insures the fact that we will also be raised— 
that is our “living hope.” 
 

B. We have       1:4 
 

C. We have        1:5 
 
II. The Present:  Preparing for Future Permanent Residence 1:6-9 
 
Now Peter turns from what is our future hope to the reality of the present, but without forgetting the 
wonder of the future. 
 

A. Praise for the purifying of our faith  1:6-7 

 We Have 

B. Joy because of consummation of salvation 1:8-9 

 We have      1:8 
 
 We have      1:9 

 
III. The Past: Plan of Salvation 1:10-12 
 
Summary 
So ends the foundational section of the book of 1 Peter. Believers have Living Hope because their 
inheritance is kept in heaven and they are kept for future salvation. In the meantime the believer has 
someone who protects them through trials which purify their faith so that they may receive praise when 
Christ is revealed. 
 
Application 
 
 
 
Next Week 
1 Peter 1:13-16, 17-21 


