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Learning to Discern 
Lessons from Life: Solomon 

1 Kings 3-4; 8-9; 11-12 

Discernment is… 

Series introduction 

 

Goals 
To look at Scripture, particularly through the God given narrative of biblical characters, to learn to 
discern. 
 
One thing to remember as we study narratives 

Descriptive 
Prescriptive 

 
Goal 

Philippians 1:9–11 

  
Ephesians 5:7–21  

 

Context: Solomon 
1 Kings 1 David anointed Solomon king, even while his son Adonijah was claiming to be king. 
1 Kings 2 David dies and the Solomon consolidates the kingdom 
 
1 Kings 3:1  Context 

 
 

1 Kings 3:2 
 
 
1 Kings 3:3-4 Description of Solomon 
 
 
1 Kings 3:6-9 Solomon’s request 

1 Kings 3:6–9 And Solomon said,  

“You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant David my father,  

  because he walked before you in faithfulness,  

         in righteousness,  

         and in uprightness of heart toward you.  

  And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love  

  and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day.  

7 And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father,  

  although I am but a little child. 

   I do not know how to go out or come in.  

8   And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen,  

   a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude.  

9  Give your servant therefore an  

  understanding mind to govern your people,  

 

   that I may discern between good and evil,  

 

     for who is able to govern this your great people?”(ESV) 



What was Solomon’s primary request? 
“understanding mind” 
 
 
 
“discern between good and evil” 
 
 
 

What does God give him? (1 Kings 3:10-14) 
 

 
 

Discernment and Wisdom 
What is the difference between wisdom and discernment? 
 

Wisdom is 
 
 
 

Discernment is 
 
 
What is required to have discernment? 

Hebrews 5:11-14 
 
 

Discernment requires making a judgment between two options 
Discernment requires training 

It requires a high view of Scripture 
It requires a high view of theology 
It requires a high view of God 

 
 

Definition of Discernment 
 

 
 

 


