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Background 
The church at Corinth was founded by Paul on his second missionary journey (Acts 18:1-

17) during an 18 month stay (Acts 18:11). 

 

1 Corinthians historical references 

1 Corinthians 1:11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among 

you, my brothers. (ESV)  

1 Corinthians 2:1 And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 

testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 2:3–4 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4 

and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 3:2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And 

even now you are not yet ready, (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 3:10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder 

I laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care how he 

builds upon it. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 4:17 That is why I sent you Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, 

to remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach them everywhere in every church. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 4:18-19 Some are arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I 

will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I will find out not the talk of these arrogant 

people but their power. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is 

not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 5:9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— (ESV) 

 

1 Corinthians 7:1 Now concerning the matters about which you wrote: “It is good for a man not to 

have sexual relations with a woman.” (ESV)  

1 Corinthians 7:25 Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my 

judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. (ESV)  

1 Corinthians 8:1 Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” 

This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. (ESV)  

1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. (ESV)  

1 Corinthians 16:1 Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, 

so you also are to do. (ESV)  

1 Corinthians 16:2 On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it 

up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come. (ESV)  

1 Corinthians 16:5–9 I will visit you after passing through Macedonia, for I intend to pass through 

Macedonia, 6 and perhaps I will stay with you or even spend the winter, so that you may help me on my 

journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see you now just in passing. I hope to spend some time 

with you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay in Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 for a wide door for effective 

work has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 16:10–11 When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease among you, for 

he is doing the work of the Lord, as I am. 11 So let no one despise him. Help him on his way in 

peace, that he may return to me, for I am expecting him with the brothers. (ESV) 

1 Corinthians 16:17–18 I rejoice at the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because 

they have made up for your absence, 18 for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give 

recognition to such people. (ESV) 

  



1 Corinthians 1:1-17 

1 Paul,  

   called by the will of God  

    to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,  

  and our brother Sosthenes,  

2  To the church of God  

    that is in Corinth,  

  to those sanctified in Christ Jesus,  

  called to be saints  

     together with all those who  

            in every place  

           call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

                    both their Lord and ours: 

3  Grace to you  

 and peace from God our Father  

       and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

4 I give thanks to my God always for you  

  because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus,  

5       that in every way you were enriched in him  

             in all speech  

             and all knowledge— 

6        even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 

7     so that you are not lacking in any gift,  

     as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

8          who will sustain you to the end,  

           guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

9           God is faithful,  

           by whom you were called  

              into the fellowship of his Son, 

                Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

10 I appeal to you, brothers,  

   by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

  that all of you agree,  

  and that there be no divisions among you,  

     but that you be united  

          in the same mind  

          and the same judgment.  

11    For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people  

  that there is quarreling among you, my brothers.  

12    What I mean is that each one of you says,  

    “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,”  

    or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.”  

13    Is Christ divided?  

   Was Paul crucified for you?  

   Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?  

 

14     I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,  

15      so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name.  

16       (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas.  

       Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)  

17      For Christ did not send me to baptize  

        but to preach the gospel,  

         and not with words of eloquent wisdom,  

          lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power. (ESV) 

 


