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Romans 11:11-36  

11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall?  

   By no means!  

  Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles,  

    so as to make Israel jealous.  

12  Now if their trespass means riches for the world,  

  and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, 

     how much more will their full inclusion mean!  

 

13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles.  

  Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles,  

   I magnify my ministry  

14    in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous,  

     and thus save some of them.  

15  For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world,  

   what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?  

16  If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy,  

   so is the whole lump,  

  and if the root is holy,  

  so are the branches.  

 

17 But if some of the branches were broken off,  

  and you, although a wild olive shoot,  

   were grafted in among the others  

   and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  

18  do not be arrogant toward the branches.  

  If you are, remember it is not you who support the root,  

   but the root that supports you.  

19  Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”  

20  That is true.  

   They were broken off because of their unbelief,  

   but you stand fast through faith.  

    So do not become proud, but fear.  

21     For if God did not spare the natural branches,  

     neither will he spare you.  

22      Note then the kindness and the severity of God:  

       severity toward those who have fallen,  

       but God’s kindness to you,  

        provided you continue in his kindness.  

         Otherwise you too will be cut off.  

23  And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief,  

   will be grafted in,  

    for God has the power to graft them in again.  

24   For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree,  

     and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree,  

    how much more will these, the natural branches,  

     be grafted back into their own olive tree.  
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25   Lest you be wise in your own sight, 

    I want you to understand this mystery, brothers:  

     a partial hardening has come upon Israel,  

     until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  

26    And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,  

     “The Deliverer will come from Zion,  

     he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;  

27     “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 

28   As regards the gospel,  

    they are enemies of God for your sake.  

   But as regards election,  

    they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers.  

29  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  

30   For just as you were at one time disobedient to God  

    but now have received mercy because of their disobedience,  

31   so they too have now been disobedient  

     in order that by the mercy shown to you  

    they also may now receive mercy.  

32  For God has consigned all to disobedience,  

  that he may have mercy on all.  

 

 

 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches  

      and wisdom  

      and knowledge of God!  

  How unsearchable are his judgments  

  and how inscrutable his ways!  

34   “For who has known the mind of the Lord,  

   or who has been his counselor?”  

35   “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  

36   For from him  

   and through him  

   and to him are all things.  

 To him be glory forever. Amen. (ESV)  
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Romans 11:11-36  

11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall?  

   By no means!  

  Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles,  

    so as to make Israel jealous.  

12  Now if their trespass means riches for the world,  

  and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, 

     how much more will their full inclusion mean!  

 

13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles.  

  Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles,  

   I magnify my ministry  

14    in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous,  

     and thus save some of them.  

15  For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world,  

   what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?  

16  If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy,  

   so is the whole lump,  

  and if the root is holy,  

  so are the branches.  

 

17 But if some of the branches were broken off,  

  and you, although a wild olive shoot,  

   were grafted in among the others  

   and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  

18  do not be arrogant toward the branches.  

  If you are, remember it is not you who support the root,  

   but the root that supports you.  

19  Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”  

20  That is true.  

   They were broken off because of their unbelief,  

   but you stand fast through faith.  

    So do not become proud, but fear.  

21     For if God did not spare the natural branches,  

     neither will he spare you.  

22      Note then the kindness and the severity of God:  

       severity toward those who have fallen,  

       but God’s kindness to you,  

        provided you continue in his kindness.  

         Otherwise you too will be cut off.  

23  And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief,  

   will be grafted in,  

    for God has the power to graft them in again.  

24   For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree,  

     and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree,  

    how much more will these, the natural branches,  

     be grafted back into their own olive tree.  

Review:  God is faithful to His Word, He keeps His promises, even His promises to Israel when they rebelled against Him. Paul is an 
illustration of a Jew was stood opposed to God but who became a recipient of God’s mercy and grace—not only in his personal 
salvation but in his vocation as a missionary to the Gentiles. 

Two key questions: How does Paul balance election and man’s responsibility? 
Observations: 1) Comparison and Contrast 2) Illustrations  3) Summary statements  4) Flow of argument 5) repetition “pride” 

Question: How does this passage serve as an encouragement and a warning?  Note how easy Paul moves from instruction to praise. 

“broken off”  Notice that it is only “some” 
and the grafting is “among” others 

Loss of salvation or never saved? 
Notice context: 

“unbelieving” Jews cut off, not believing Jews 
“kindness to you”—just being a Gentile or 
even being a Gentile in a Christian 
community—is not a guarantee 

Point:  Keep believing 
 
 

Part of trumpeting his ministry was 
to provoke a jealous response that 
might lead to salvation  

“first fruits” and “root” 
“whole lump” and “branches” 

contrast 
 

Future tense: promise 

“so” result from previous  
“in order that” result or purpose? Hard to tell, but probably purpose 

“fall”—Question is: is the failure of response by Israel to 
the salvation offered by God irrevocable and irreversible 
lost?  Answer—emphatic NO 
stumble 

trespass 
trespass 

failure 

Make them want what the Gentiles have 

See 11:26 “all” 

“full inclusion” is explained by “acceptance”—
rather than just a remnant—part of Israel 
being saved, the focus is remove the obstacles 
and the fulfillment of God’s plan 
 

lit. “out from the dead ones” 
They may look dead but their restoration 
will be like a resurrection—eschatological 
implications 

Perhaps a better translation—sanctified, 
i.e. set apart for a special purpose 

Compare: 5:9-10; 8:29-30, 31-39 
Very strong warning to continue in 
faith and against pride: the need for 
humility and faithfulness 

This is the opposite of what was normally done—a cultivated 
tree was grafted into a wild tree to produce good fruit, see v24 

Term used by Jews to refer to the patriarchs 

1 Corithians 10:12 

then 

if 
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25   Lest you be wise in your own sight, 

    I want you to understand this mystery, brothers:  

     a partial hardening has come upon Israel,  

     until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  

26    And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,  

     “The Deliverer will come from Zion,  

     he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;  

27     “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 

28   As regards the gospel,  

    they are enemies of God for your sake.  

   But as regards election,  

    they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers.  

29  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  

30   For just as you were at one time disobedient to God  

    but now have received mercy because of their disobedience,  

31   so they too have now been disobedient  

     in order that by the mercy shown to you  

    they also may now receive mercy.  

32  For God has consigned all to disobedience,  

  that he may have mercy on all.  

 

 

 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches  

      and wisdom  

      and knowledge of God!  

  How unsearchable are his judgments  

  and how inscrutable his ways!  

34   “For who has known the mind of the Lord,  

   or who has been his counselor?”  

35   “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  

36   For from him  

   and through him  

   and to him are all things.  

 To him be glory forever. Amen. (ESV)  
 

  

There is a purpose to Israel’s condition.  
God hardens (9:18; 11:7) for a purpose. 

This seems to go all the way back to 1:24, 26, 28 where God 
“handed over” or “gave them up” to their own sin.  Also see 
9:14-16, 22-24 
All people start in a state of condemnation in need of salvation 

comparison 
/contrast 
 

What God has said He will fulfill 

not based on merit but grace 

Notice the reversal from 11:11, 20-22 

Isa. 40:13; 1 Cor. 2:16; [Job 15:8] 

Job 36:22, 23 

Job 35:7; 41:11 

1 Cor. 8:6; 11:12; Col. 1:16; [Heb. 2:10] 

comparison  
 

“who can say to the potter. . .” 

Grace and goodness 

providence 

understanding 
The revelation of His purpose in 
Christ (Eph. 3:5, 10; Col. 2:3) 

God has infinite knowledge 
and the ability to use it wisely 

God is knowable but not definable—His plan is too deep and His righteousness too high 

God is the Initiator, the whole 
Designer of His plan and therefore 
sole/ultimately responsible for His 

actions and need not repay anyone 

God is the first cause—source, 
the effective cause—agent,  
and the final cause—Goal  
—He is sovereign 
 
See Colossians 1:15-20 

Prediction/Promise 
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Talk about it 

Working Idea (this is to help you see how the main idea was developed) 

God will accomplish His purpose of bringing salvation to both the Gentiles and Jews. 

The hardening of Israel is not permanent. 

Salvation for Gentiles is intended to cause Israel to desire what Gentiles have with God. 

Gentiles should not presume on their current state as though they are inherently better. 

The current hardening is purposeful for Gentiles to be saved and purposeful in Israel’s ultimate 

salvation. 

God’s working in salvation to accomplish His purpose should lead to worship. 

 

Main Idea:   
God’s plan for salvation is intended to draw people to Him and lead to His worship. 

Teaching Idea/Explanation: 

The passage has two main thoughts: 

The future of Israel’s salvation and how the Gentiles are involved in it. 

A doxological response to the plan of God 

 

It will be necessary to summarize sections of this passage due to the length, in order to give attention 

to the key elements and the wonderful conclusion. 

 

I would encourage you to plan on giving the doxology a prominent place in your lesson planning, 

perhaps as much as a third of your time. 

 

In the notes that follow, I am providing more overview and preview in light of both the significance 

and the length of the passage. These summaries and overviews should help you keep the main point 

central. 

Introduction 

Should the fact that so few Jews are being saved today bother us? 

 

Does God have a place for Israel? 

What is the Church’s role in the future of Israel? 

What is Israel’s present role in relationship to the world? 

 

Calvary’s Doctrinal Statement 
We believe that God‘s covenant promises to His people Israel are irrevocable and will be fulfilled; and 
that a remnant will be redeemed, and regathered to the land of Israel to experience the literal 
millennial reign of Christ as the heir of David‘s throne in Jerusalem. Isaiah 35:10; Ezekiel 37:21-28; 
Luke 1:30-33; Romans 11:25-29. 

Review 

God is faithful to His Word. He keeps His promises, even His promises to Israel when they rebel 

against Him.  Paul is an illustration of a Jew who stood opposed to God but who became a recipient 

of God’s mercy and grace—not only in his personal salvation but in his vocation as a missionary to 

the Gentiles. 

Summary 

As a missionary to the Gentiles but a firm believer in the promises of God and the role of Israel, Paul 

continues his explanation of the history of salvation and the role of Israel by affirming the present role 

of Gentiles in causing Israel to return to God.  But Gentiles need to be wary of pride in their position 

since they have become recipients of the benefits that are intended for Jews. Gentiles must maintain a 

focus on their role, their mission, in allowing God to fulfill His plan. 

 

When God’s plan is understood and contemplated, it results in worship of an awesome God. 
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Overview 

Chapter 9 deals primarily with Israel’s PAST (as God’s chosen and privileged people). 

Chapter 10 deals primarily with Israel’s PRESENT (as a nation which has refused to submit to God’s 

gospel).  

Chapter 11 deals primarily with Israel’s FUTURE (a nation which someday will be saved and which 

will enjoy the fulfillment of the new covenant promises). 

Preview 

Romans 10 showed that salvation was available to both Jews and Gentiles, but,  
This still does not answer the question of God‘s unconditional covenants with his chosen people. Will 
Israel persist in their disobedience, or will there come a time when they will repent? Paul answers this 
in chapter 11. He points out, first, that God‘s rejection of the nation is not complete, for God still has 
his remnant in the nation (11:1-10). Further, the rejection is not final (11:11-32). Indeed, the present 
―grafting in‖ of Gentiles not only functions to bring salvation to Gentiles, but also should arouse the 
jealousy of the Jews, hopefully even spurring them on to seek Christ (11:11-24). Once the number of 
Gentiles is full, then Israel will turn back to God (11:25-32). For this, all believers should be grateful, 
since the open window of salvation will not last forever. And God is to be praised for his infinite 
wisdom in how he deals with both Jews and Gentiles (11:33-36).

1
 

 
Romans 11:1 – 32 is bracketed by assertions of God‘s continuing commitment to Israel: ―God did not 
reject his people, whom he foreknew‖ (v. 2a); ―as far as election is concerned, they [Israelites] are 
loved on account of the patriarchs‖ (v. 28b). In this sense, the whole chapter pursues one broad 
theme. But a significant break occurs between verses 10 and 11. As he has done in every major 
section in this part of this letter (see also 9:25 – 29; 10:18 – 21), Paul marks the end of a unit with a 
composite quotation from the Old Testament (vv. 8 – 10) and the beginning of another section with a 
rhetorical question (9:30; 11:1, 11). Paul therefore unfolds his teaching about God‘s enduring 
faithfulness to Israel in two stages. If 9:6 – 29 have surveyed the history of God‘s promise in the past, 
11:1 – 10 focus on the present and 11:11 – 32 on the future. At the present time, God is 
demonstrating his continuing concern for Israel by bringing a remnant to salvation (v. 5), but in the 
future ―all Israel will be saved‖ (v. 26).  
 Thus, the center of the first paragraph is verse 5: ―So too, at the present time there is a remnant 
chosen by grace.‖ Paul leads up to this assertion by citing the evidence of his own Christian 
commitment (v. 1b) and the Old Testament (vv. 2b – 4) for God‘s preservation of a remnant. He 
follows up his central claim by elaborating on grace (v. 6) and then, reiterating his argument from 9:6 
– 29, concludes by showing how Israel‘s present condition is the result of God‘s sovereign choice (vv. 
7 – 10).

2
  

 

Catch Phrase / Key Phrase: 
To Him be glory forever. 

Outline 

I. Doctrine:  Justification—The Righteousness of God Revealed  1:18–11:36 

God’s Gracious Provision of Righteousness is Acquired by Faith in Jesus Christ 

A. The Need of It 1:18–3:20  What a Mess! 

The Righteousness of God Revealed in Condemnation: The Universal Need of Righteousness 

The Bad News:  All condemned for sin—no exceptions 

B. What It Is 3:21–5:21 
What a God—The Way of Salvation 

Justification:  The imputation of righteousness to all who believe 

C. How It Affects Me  6:1–8:39 

Sanctification:  The Impartation of Righteousness 

The Purpose of Salvation:  Conformity to Christ’s Image 

1. Believer and Sin 6:1-23 

                                                      
1 Daniel B. Wallace, Romans: Introduction, Argument, and Outline, bible.org 
2 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 354. 
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Think about it 

2. Believer and the Law 7:1-25 

3. Believer and the Holy Spirit 8:1-39 

The believer’s relationship to the Holy Spirit gives assurance of victory in Christian life.
3
 

To have victory over sin–you must live in the Spirit 

D. Why Israel Rejected It  9:1–11:36 

Vindication:  Israel’s Rejection of God’s Righteousness 

 
The fourth major section now turns to an issue which would have been in the back of his 
readers‘ minds: If God is so righteous, how could he give Israel so many privileges (including 
unconditional promises) and then reject his chosen people? Chapters 9–11 deal with this 
issue (note especially 9:6—―It is not as though God‘s word has failed‖), the vindication of 
God‘s righteousness in relationship to Israel.

4
 

 

1. Israel’s Rejection Considered in Light of God’s Sovereignty, Justice and Mercy 9:1-29 

a. Paul’s grief  9:1-5 

b. Present situation: the rejection of some not inconsistent with God’s promise 9:6-13 

c. God’s relationship with humanity is based on who He is 9:14-23 

(1) God’s character  9:14-18 

First problem: Is God just? 

(2) God’s sovereignty 9:19-24 

Second Problem: Why does God find fault if it is His sovereign choice? 

d. Recipients of mercy  9:24-29 

2. God’s Present Dealings with Israel 9:30-10:21 

a. The nation’s rejection of the Messiah via legalism  9:30-10:4 

Rejection of righteousness by faith in favor of pursuing righteousness by the Law 

b. Equality with the Gentiles 10:5-13 

Righteousness for all who believe 

c. Obstinance of the Jews 10:14-21 

3. Israel’s Rejection is Not Complete or Final: God Will Save 11:1-36 

a. God’s present dealing with Israel: Preserving a remnant 11:1-10 

b. God’s future dealing with Israel: Saving His people 11:11-32 

(1) Rejection of Israel is not final 11:11-24 

(a) Israel’s rejection enables salvation of Gentiles, but the acceptance of Israel will 

result in greater blessing to the world 11:11-16 

(b) Israel’s unbelief resulted in Gentiles being grafted into the promises of God, but 

pride would result in them being cut off 11:17-24 

(2) Restoration of Israel is certain because of God’s covenant with the nation 11:25-32 

c. Doxology: Praise of God for who He is and for His plan—Wisdom 11:33-36 

Exposition / Key Exegetical Issues to be Aware 

11:1-36 

See preview also 

 
What the apostle does in chapter 11 is show what that corporate election of Israel as a whole means 
for the salvation of Jews in his own day and in the future.

5
  

 

11:11-32  God’s plan to save Israel—using Gentiles 
Romans 9:30–11:10 stresses Israel‘s resistance to the gospel, and it ends on the somber note of 
God‘s hardening of his people. Paul introduces the next section of the argument, therefore, by asking 
whether Israel has permanently strayed from God‘s salvific goodness. He rejects such a notion 
forcefully. Instead God has planned salvation history (vv. 11–16) so that the current ingathering of 

                                                      
3 Dr. Harold W. Hoehner’s outline (DTS, Spring 1991, Exegesis of Romans 206, unpublished class notes) 
4 Daniel B. Wallace, Romans: Introduction, Argument, and Outline, bible.org 
5 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 355. 
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Gentiles will provoke Israel to jealousy and salvation. The repentance of Israel will signal the arrival of 
the eschaton and the final resurrection. God‘s faithfulness to Israel does not merely ensure the 
salvation of a remnant; a future ingathering of Israel will fulfill God‘s covenant with his people. 
 Verse 16 is a transitional verse and introduces the illustration of the olive tree (vv. 17–24). God 
has removed many Jewish branches of the olive tree and grafted in Gentile branches instead. The 
Gentiles should not fall prey to pride, despite the fact that they have been included and many Jews 
excluded from the people of God. The Gentiles remain part of the olive tree because of their faith, and 
if they abandon their faith, they too will be removed from the olive tree. Conversely Jews who 
exercise faith will be grafted back into the olive tree. For if God takes wild olive branches (Gentiles) 
and grafts them into his olive tree, he can surely graft the original branches (the Jews) back into the 
olive tree again. Paul proceeds to inform his readers that this is precisely what God has planned to do 
(vv. 25–32). His secret plan is now disclosed in order to forestall Gentile pride. Israel has been 
temporarily hardened while Gentiles stream into the church. But at the end of history all Israel will be 
saved. Israel‘s eschatological salvation will occur at the return of Christ and will fulfill God‘s 
irrevocable covenant promises to his people. God has planned history in such a way that his mercy is 
featured. In the current era he showers his mercy upon Gentiles, who have long been opposed to 
him. In the future, he will turn his merciful eye toward Israel, which resists him while Gentiles enter the 
people of God. God‘s plan in history was to confine all under disobedience, so that he might show his 
mercy to both Jews and Gentiles in a more stunning way.

6
  

 
AS PAUL HAS NEATLY summarized the situation in 11:7, the preaching of the gospel has divided 
Israel into two groups: a minority (the ―remnant‖), who have obtained salvation, and the majority, who 
have been hardened. Paul now asks whether this situation is permanent. His basic answer? No, it is 
not. God‘s rejection of Israel is not his last word. He has brought about that rejection in order to 
further his plan for salvation history. This plan initially is bringing salvation to the Gentiles, but it 
ultimately is intended to ―bounce back‖ and benefit Israel as well. This sequence of Jewish rejection 
== Gentile blessing == Jewish blessing again is at the heart of these verses. Paul goes through the 
sequence three times (and twice again in verses 25 – 32), adding in two places yet a fourth stage: 

7
 

 
verse 11  their transgression  salvation has come to 

the Gentiles  
to make Israel envious   

verse 12a  their transgression  riches for the world    
verse 12b  their loss  riches for the Gentiles  their fullness  greater riches  
verse 15  their rejection  reconciliation of the 

world  
their acceptance  life from the dead  

verses 17 
– 23  

some of the 
branches broken off  

you, though a wild 
olive shoot, have been 
grafted in  

God is able to graft them 
in again  

 

 
Question 

As we look at verse 11:11-16 what repetition do you see? 

What is the significance of the repetition?  

 

11:11-16 

11:11-12 
Munck (1967: 123) observes insightfully that the order here is a surprise, for most Jews believed that 
they would inherit the blessings of the kingdom first and then some Gentiles would also be included. 
This is another foreshadowing of Rom. 11:30–32, for the reversal of order is designed to emphasize 
that the salvation of all is the result of God‘s mercy. Israel will appreciate and praise the mercy of God 
with a depth that would have been impossible if they had preceded the Gentiles, for the latter 
scenario is just what they expected. The inclusion of the Gentiles before the Jews reminds all that 
God works in unexpected ways and that no one deserves his saving grace.

8
  

 
―full inclusion‖ 

                                                      
6Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, Baker exegetical commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998), 

591. 
7 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 363. 
8Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, p. 594. 
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The Greek word for ―fullness‖ is pleroma, and, like hettema {lose}, may have either a quantitative or 
qualitative meaning. With the former, pleroma would refer to a great number of Jews (TEV ―the 
complete number of Jews‖); with the latter, to Israel‘s restoration to kingdom blessing. The latter is the 
more likely meaning, but the context also suggests that the blessing Israel is to experience comes by 
way of an increase in the number of Jews who are saved (v. 25). 

9
 

 

11:13-16 
If verses 13–14 are so similar to verse 11, what function do they play in the argument? The new 
thought introduced is the specific role that Paul plays in this salvation-historical plan. Verse 12 simply 
states in a general way that the trespass of Israel engenders salvation for Gentiles, whereas verses 
13–14 communicate the Pauline role in this arrangement. The emphasis on the benefits for the 
Gentiles in verse 12 precludes Gentiles from supposing that Paul‘s ministry to the Gentiles is 
conceived only in instrumental terms; his ministry to the Gentiles is not only designed to provoke 
Israel to jealousy but also brings great riches to the Gentiles (so Cranfield 1979: 557). In verse 13 
Paul specifically addresses Gentiles (―Now I speak to you Gentiles‖),

4
 and reminds them of his 

particular role as the apostle to the Gentiles (cf. 1:5; 16:26).
5
 
10

  

 

11:15 

―life from the dead‖ 
But what will this blessing be? ―Life from the dead‖ has two possible meanings. It may be a metaphor 
for renewed spiritual life. When the father in the parable of the prodigal son welcomes home his 
repentant son, he exclaims, ―This son of mine was dead and is alive again‖ (Luke 15:24). Paul refers 
to believers as people who have been brought ―from death to life.‖ But ―life from the dead‖ probably 
has a more literal reference. The phrase ―from the dead‖ (ek nekron) refers to the resurrection of the 
body in forty-six of its forty-seven occurrences in the New Testament (the only exception is Rom. 
6:13). Underlying Paul‘s sketch of salvation history here is an apocalyptic worldview that focuses on 
the resurrection of the dead as the last and climactic stage in God‘s plan for history.  
 Thus, Paul suggests that the return of Israel to favor with God will occur at the climax of history, 
when the dead are raised. This likely reference of ―life from the dead‖ constitutes one important 
reason to think that Paul is describing a linear sequence of acts in salvation history that climax with 
the return of Christ in glory.

11
 

 
11:16 

tn Grk ―firstfruits,‖ a term for the first part of something that has been set aside and offered to God 
before the remainder can be used.

12
  

 

Summary 
In both illustrations the principle is the same: what is considered first contributes its character to what 
is related to it. With a tree, the root obviously comes first and contributes the nature of that type of 
tree to the branches that come later. With the cake presented to the Lord, the flour for the cake is 
taken from the ground meal, but that cake is formed and baked first and presented as a firstfruit. 
Since it is set apart to the Lord first, it sanctifies the whole harvest. The firstfruits and the root 
represent the patriarchs of Israel or Abraham personally, and the lump and the branches represent 

                                                      
9 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 365. 

4 In order to sustain his thesis that the letter is written to Jewish Christians, Mason (1994: 273–74) says that Paul 

addresses Gentile Christians not in Rome but throughout the whole world. This is not the most natural way of 

understanding the direct address here, and thus with most commentators I conclude that Gentile Christians in Rome are 

in view. 
5 The phrase ἐυʼ ὅσον is not temporal since Paul is not contemplating a temporal limit for his Gentile ministry. 

Instead, the phrase should be translated ―inasmuch as‖ or ―insofar as.‖ See Matt. 25:40, 45; BAGD 289; Käsemann 
1980: 305; Dunn 1988b: 655; Fitzmyer 1993c: 612. 

10Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, p. 594. 
11 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 365-

366. 
12The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ro 11:16. 
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the people of Israel. As a result Israel is set apart (holy) to God, and her ―stumbling‖ (rejection of 
Christ) must therefore be temporary

13
  

 
11:17-24  

In verses 17–18 Paul argues that Gentile believers should not boast over the Jewish branches that 
are cut off, even though the Jews as natural branches were cut off from the tree and the Gentiles as 
wild branches were grafted onto the tree. Gentiles would be tempted to believe that they were 
especially prized in God‘s sight since he exerted so much effort to include them as wild branches. 
The reason boasting is inappropriate is given in verse 18b: Gentiles do not support the root of the 
tree, but the root of the tree supports them. In verse 19 Paul anticipates an objection. Gentiles might 
say that Jewish branches were removed from the tree so that the Gentiles might be grafted in. Paul 
agrees (20a), but he warns the Gentiles that the Jews were cut off because of unbelief, and they as 
Gentiles stand only by means of their faith. The example of the Jews should inspire not pride but fear, 
for God will not spare (21) Gentiles either if they relapse into unbelief. Instead of being proud, 
Gentiles should ponder (22) God‘s kindness and severity. He has been severe to the Jews who have 
fallen away, while his kindness has been bestowed on Gentiles. But this kindness is conditional. The 
Gentiles will be cut off from the olive tree as well if they depart from God‘s kindness.

14
  

 

―broken off‖ and grafted in –A warning to Gentiles 

 
The normal process of grafting called for cultivated shoots to be joined to the branches of a wild olive 
tree that had been cut back. The exposed ends were smeared with clay and bound with cloth or date 
straw.

103
 That Paul reversed the process in order to illustrate the engrafting of the Gentiles (the ―wild olive 

shoot‖) into historic Israel (―the olive root‖) is simply the literary freedom allowed to any writer.
15

  

 
The context reveals that the Gentiles were guilty of an arrogance toward Jews in general that 
extended to both Old Testament Israel and to Jewish Christians as well. Paul shows why such 
arrogance is wrong in verses 18b – 23. He makes two basic points. (1) Gentile Christians receive the 
spiritual benefits they enjoy only through the Jews. They have been grafted into the olive tree, the 
people of God. But the roots of that tree are the Jewish patriarchs. The Gentiles have not ―replaced‖ 
the Jews in God‘s plan. Indeed, only through the Jews do Gentiles have any hope for experiencing 
the blessings of belonging to God‘s people.  
 (2) Gentile Christians have not earned the right to be grafted into the olive tree. Their arrogance 
takes the form not only of bragging over Jews but also of boasting in their own accomplishment. Their 
attitude, so it seems, is that they felt so important and deserving that God removed Jews in order to 
include them (v. 19). Paul admits that there is some truth in what they say (―granted‖ in v. 20). As he 
has himself shown, the rejection of Jews has led to salvation for Gentiles (vv. 11 – 15). But he also 
insists that was not because of any merit in the Gentiles themselves that God did what he did. It was, 
rather, entirely a matter of ―faith.‖

16
  

 

11:19-20 

―Cut off‖ This is a very strong warning 

 

Just as Jews have been warned (chapters 1-4) about believing they are superior to Gentiles because of 

heredity, now Gentiles are warned not to be arrogant about their position.  They have been blessed by 

God’s goodness not their own merit or activity.  Gentile inclusion is purposed by God to draw Israel 

back to Himself. 

 

Paul has already taught concerning the security of salvation: Romans 5:9-10; 8:29-30, 31-39.  Now he 

has a warning. A strong warning, but one in which context must be considered. 

                                                      
13John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of 

the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:484. 
14Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, p. 603. 

103 J. A. Patch, ―Graft,‖ ISBE, rev., 2.553. 
15Robert H. Mounce, vol. 27, Romans, electronic ed., Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001, c1995), 220. 
16 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 367. 
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Notice how Paul is dealing with multiple groups 

Gentiles being blessed with inclusion—being part of God’s people is no longer reserved for one 

ethnic group 

Gentiles must believe to be a part of the people of God 

Jews who do not believe are cut off 

Jews who believe are included (the remnant) 

 

Jews were warned about their sense of entitlement and superiority (particularly in Romans 2:1-

3:20). 

So now, Paul is warning Gentiles that they should not feel entitled or superior to the Jews. This 

will be addressed more directly in the practical section of the book, where Paul deals with 

how a diverse church should function. (I believe the conflict between Jews and Gentiles is 

one of the primary reasons Paul writes the letter.) 

 
Verses 21–22 flesh out the reason (note the γάρ, gar, for) the Gentiles should fear instead of 

being proud. Verse 21 asserts: ―If God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare 
you.‖ That is, if Jews who fell prey to unbelief were not spared God‘s judgment, then neither will 
Gentiles who succumb to unbelief escape his wrath. What Paul censures here is the notion that 
Gentiles would somehow avoid judgment because they were part of the redeemed community.

10
 

This is precisely what many Jews believed, concluding that God would never reject the original 
branches on the olive tree. Paul insists in the strongest possible terms that no one can presume 
upon God‘s grace and imagine that blessing will be theirs regardless of their continuance in 
faith.

11
 
17

  
 
This threat cannot be dismissed as an idle one. Paul often warns his readers of the necessity of 
continuing in the faith in order to be saved (cf. 1 Cor. 10:1–12; Gal. 5:2–4, 21; Col. 1:23; 1 Thess. 
3:1–5). One should never conclude from Paul‘s teaching on divine election that he downplayed 
the necessity of human beings continuing to exercise faith in order to obtain eschatological 
salvation. Those who do so impose an alien system upon the Pauline writings. The warnings are 
grammatically hypothetical but are seriously intended for believers. Those who do not continue in 
faith will face God‘s judgment. Neither would it be correct to conclude that some of those that God 
elected will fail to continue in the faith. Murray (1965: 88) observes rightly that ―God‘s saving 
embrace and endurance are correlative.‖ When we look at it retrospectively (cf. 2 Tim. 2:11–21; 1 
John 2:19) we discover that those who fail to persevere thereby reveal that they were never 
actually part of the elect community. But we must beware of imposing this retrospective comment 
upon the warnings so that they lose their function for believers. We must take seriously the words 
of this text: if we fall away, we shall face final judgment. Those who brush aside the warnings as 
unnecessary, concluding that they are protected from God‘s wrath no matter how they behave, 
are presuming upon God‘s grace.

14
 
18

  

 

                                                      
10 Calvin (1960: 250–53) dampens the force of the warning by worrying about whether the warning eliminates 

assurance of salvation, and by saying that the admonition is not to elect individuals but only to Gentiles as a group. 

Nevertheless, he says correctly (p. 252), ―It is not enough to have embraced only once the grace of God, unless during 
the whole course of your life you follow His call.‖ 

11 Paul does not contemplate here the question of whether Gentile believers will actually apostatize. The passage is 

a warning, not a prediction. Gundry Volf (1990: 200–201) goes beyond the evidence, however, in suggesting that the 

Gentiles may experience God’s severity and then return once again to his favor. The text is a warning, and no assurance 
for those who have fallen is contemplated. 
17Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, p. 607. 

14 Obviously, many theological issues merit more attention here. See the forthcoming work on perseverance and 

assurance by A. Caneday and T. R. Schreiner from InterVarsity Press for further discussion of these issues. For a 
helpful discussion of the texts that postulate assurance and those that demand perseverance see Carson 1995. 

18Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, p. 608. 
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Because this is an important issue, I quote at length from Moo’s commentary 

 
Thus, in one and the same letter we have apparently absolute promises of salvation for those who have 
been justified and reconciled (5:9 – 10), and a warning to people who have been justified and reconciled 
that their salvation is not certain.  
 The tension between these two kinds of text is found throughout the New Testament. Indeed, it is part 
of the larger interplay of God‘s sovereignty and human responsibility that is so difficult to untangle in 
Scripture. Earlier in chapter 11, for instance, Paul plainly attributed the hardening and rejection of Israel to 
God (11:7 – 8). Yet in verse 20, he claims that the Jews were rejected because of their own refusal to 
believe (cf. also chs. 9 – 10 for this same tension).  
 Faced with these two perspectives, we have essentially three options. (1) We can give full credit to 
both perspectives without resolving the tension. (2) We can acknowledge that God has limited his 
sovereignty to allow for genuine human decisions (essentially, the Arminian view). (3) We can maintain 
God‘s absolute sovereignty while limiting the freedom of human actions (essentially the Calvinist view).  
 How do these options work out in the matter of ultimate salvation? If we were to take the first option, 
we would regard both the promises and the warnings as serving different rhetorical functions. When Paul 
wants to encourage believers, he assures them that their salvation is certain; when he wants to prod them 
into action, he warns them they might lose their salvation. This view, however, comes perilously close to 
turning Paul into a contradictory, ad hoc, writer. If we are to preserve the tension while giving Paul credit as 
a consistent and systematic thinker, we can only resort, I think, to the idea of mystery. Paul teaches both 
that salvation for the believer is assured and that a believer can lose his or her salvation, and we must 
leave the reconciliation of the two in the hands of God.  
 Yet this approach also has its problems, for it comes close to believing an out-and-out contradiction. 
We surely must acknowledge that God‘s thoughts are far beyond ours and that many mysteries will remain 
in our understanding of the faith. But there is a difference between believing two things we cannot reconcile 
and believing two things that are contradictory.  
 Granted the evidence we have, then, I think it is finally impossible to avoid the decision between the 
traditional Calvinist and Arminian viewpoints on the security of the believer. The Arminian naturally appeals 
to the kind of warning text we are looking at here, and there are many like this in the New Testament (in 
Romans, see also 14:15). The warnings in these texts appear to assume that a truly regenerate believer 
can turn against God and so be lost forever. The Calvinist, by contrast, cites God‘s promises to preserve 
the believer to the end and the eschatological nature of justification. That is, passages such as 5:9 – 10 
appear to teach that God‘s justifying verdict is his final and therefore unchangeable verdict.  
 As I have mentioned before in this commentary, I teach in an institution and attend a church in which 
both these views are found. I am happy about that situation. Not only does it rightly acknowledge the 
difficulty of the biblical teaching on the issue; it also means that I will not have to change jobs or churches if 
I change my view on the subject. For I must say that I think each side can muster some pretty solid 
arguments.  
 Nevertheless, at this point at least, I am still in the Calvinist camp. What do I do, then, with the warning 
in 11:19 – 22? Some Calvinists argue that Paul is speaking phenomenologically here. Gentile believers 
who fall away forever were never really grafted into the olive tree to begin with but only appeared to be. 
Others argue that Paul‘s warning is directed not to individuals but to Gentiles as a corporate entity. Still 
other Calvinist interpreters suggest that the cutting off of Gentile Christians who turn from God need not be 
final; like the Jews, they can be grafted back in again and ultimately saved.  
 I am not entirely happy with any of these alternatives, though the first has, I think, the most promise. 
Another way of looking at the warning is to assume that Paul means exactly what he says — that 
Christians who stop believing will be lost forever — but to question whether Paul thinks that a genuine 
Christian will, in fact, ever stop believing. Such an approach is often criticized because it makes the whole 
matter ―hypothetical‖: How can there be a genuine warning if the outcome can never, in fact, happen? I 
acknowledge this difficulty but suggest that it is part and parcel of the need to maintain both God‘s 
sovereignty and genuine human responsibility in the process of salvation. God infallibly saves, but we are 
fully responsible to respond to his grace in such a way that that infallible salvation does finally transpire.  
 Whatever we finally make of the theology of this warning, we must come to grips with the seriousness 
of Paul‘s warning here. Whether Calvinist or Arminian, we all recognize that our response to God‘s grace is 
necessary if we are to be saved. The arrogance and complacency of the Gentile Christians in Rome is all 
too easy an attitude to fall into — especially for those of us who are Calvinists! 

19
 

 

                                                      
19Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, ©2000.) p. 373-375. 
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Talk about it 

Implications/Application 

There is only one olive tree, even though there are many branches. 

This ―olive tree‖ is the ―true Israel‖ described in 9:6 (the focal point verse 

of the section.) 

So there is only one people of God. 

There is only one plan of salvation—rooted in the Old Testament. 

That plan now requires all to believe in Jesus Christ to be a part of God’s people. 

 

What follows will reveal a future for Israel. 

The church has not replaced or become Israel. God still has a plan for them. 

 

Arrogance and Faith never go together 

The reality that salvation is by faith—graciously bestowed with mercy—requires that we must 

live a life of faith. We should never take our salvation for granted.  We should never assume that 

God saved us because we are inherently superior to anyone else. 

 

And if anyone ―claimed to be a Christian‖ and is no longer ―believing‖—we should not give them 

false assurance. Paul’s warning is a challenge to continue in our faith, continue believing. 

 

11:25-32  Israel’s future salvation 

Israel’s future salvation rooted  

in Scripture 11:26-27 

in God’s promise 11:28-29 

in God’s impartiality toward all people 

it is the climax of history 

 
Now it is this last stage that receives the emphasis. Paul supports his climactic prediction about the 
salvation of ―all Israel‖ by showing that it is confirmed by Scripture (vv. 26b – 27), is rooted in God‘s 
promise to Israel (vv. 28 – 29), and manifests God‘s impartiality to all people, as the capstone of 
salvation history (vv. 30 – 32). All this splendid theology has, however, a down-to-earth purpose: to 
keep the Gentile Christians from becoming conceited (11:25a).

20
  

 
11:25 

―fullness of the Gentiles‖ 
Things are going to remain pretty much as they are with the Jews until the ―full number of the 
Gentiles‖ is realized. This fullness could refer to a specific number in God‘s mind or it could refer to a 
sweeping revival among the Gentiles, or perhaps to the spread of the gospel to every tongue and 
nation—universal evangelization. Whatever this phrase means, it refers to a positive outflow of the 
gospel of grace among the Gentiles before Christ comes.

21
  

 
In Romans 11:25 are two specific facts about Israel‘s hardening (cf. vv. 7-8): (a) it is partial, ―in part‖ 
(because throughout this time ―there is a remnant chosen by grace,‖ v. 5), and (b) it is temporary 
(because it will end when God‘s sovereignly chosen number of Gentiles has been saved).

22
  

 

11:26 
tn It is not clear whether the phrase καὶ οὕτως (kai houtōs, ―and so‖) is to be understood in a modal 
sense (―and in this way‖) or in a temporal sense (―and in the end‖). Neither interpretation is conclusive 
from a grammatical standpoint, and in fact the two may not be mutually exclusive. Some, like H. 
Hübner, who argue strongly against the temporal reading, nevertheless continue to give the phrase a 
temporal significance, saying that God will save all Israel in the end (Gottes Ich und Israel [FRLANT], 
118).

23
  

                                                      
20 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 376. 
21R. Kent Hughes, Romans : Righteousness from Heaven, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1991), 199. 
22John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary : An Exposition of 

the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:486. 
23Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ro 11:26. 
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After ―all Israel‖ is saved, there will be no more salvation for Gentiles, since the end will have arrived. 
The mystery is at least threefold.  

(1) A part of Israel is hardened for a limited period of time;  
(2) the salvation of the Gentiles will precede the salvation of Israel; and  
(3) all Israel will eventually be saved.

6
 Moo (1996: 716) observes rightly that the focal point of the 

mystery is the timing and manner of Israel‘s salvation: Israel will be saved after the inclusion of 
the Gentiles.

24
  

 
We conclude, then, that Paul here predicts the salvation of a significant number of Jews at the time of 
Christ‘s return in glory. The present ―remnant‖ of Israel will be expanded to include a much larger 
number of Jews who will enter the eternal kingdom along with converted Gentiles.

25
 

 
―And so all Israel will be saved.‖ It was only in this way that Israel as a whole would be restored to 
favor with God.

119
 Obviously this was not some unilateral action of God on behalf of his people. 

Israel‘s salvation would be on the same basis as anyone else‘s, that is, by responding in faith to the 
forgiveness made possible by the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Earlier commentators 
tended to take ―all Israel‖ to mean ―spiritual Israel,‖ that is, all believers, Jew and Gentile alike. But 
throughout this entire section Paul had been comparing Gentile and Jew as separate ethnic groups. It 
would have been highly unlikely for him to have blurred this crucial distinction when it came time for a 
summarizing conclusion.

120
 
26

  

 
But, as Paul has repeatedly shown, the manner in which God will bring Israel to salvation is as the 
last stage in a historical process. Therefore, it is unlikely that Paul is speaking in this verse of the 
salvation of Jews throughout church history. Equally improbable is the view, held by the Reformers, 
that Paul is referring to the salvation of the entire church, ‗the Israel of God‘ (cf. Gal. 6:16). Israel 
throughout chs. 9–11 denotes the race rather than a spiritual entity, and the contrast with the Gentiles 
in v 25 renders this meaning all the more likely here. Paul is describing an event that will take place at 
the end of history, when Christ returns in glory; when, as Is. 59:20–21 puts it, ‗The deliverer will come 
from Zion‘ and Israel‘s sins are taken away (26b–27). All Israel has a corporate sense: what is meant 
is not every single Israelite in the last generation, but, in contrast to the present meager numbers, a 
number large enough to represent the race as a whole [cf. the rabbinic maxim ‗All Israelites have a 
share in the world to come,‘ which is followed by a list of exceptions (m. Sanh. 10:1)]. Some scholars 
argue that God will save Israel in a ‗special way‘, apart from conscious faith in Jesus, but this is not 
correct. The salvation of all Israel will take place only as individual Israelites of that day place their 
faith in Christ (see v 23: ‗if they do not persist in unbelief‘). Faith in Christ is the only means of 
salvation, for Jew as well as Gentile (1:16–17; 10:11–13).

27
  

 
11:28 

                                                      
6 For this understanding of the mystery see De Villiers 1981: 216; Hvalvik 1990: 97–99; Byrne 1996: 349–50. Thus the 

mystery cannot be confined merely to the idea that Israel was hardened for a limited period of time (Jeremias 1977: 201), or 

to the manner of Israel’s salvation (Dahl 1977: 152; Ridderbos 1975: 359; Beker 1980: 334), or to the fact that ―all‖ Israel 
would be saved (Bruce 1985: 208). All these ideas constitute the mystery. 
24Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, p. 614. 
25 Douglas J. Moo, NIV Application Commentary, New Testament: Romans. (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, © 2000.) p. 379. 

119 Harrison says ―all Israel‖ in this context means ―the nation Israel as a whole, in contrast to the present situation 
when only a remnant has trusted Christ for salvation‖ (Romans, 123).  

120 Cranfield lists four interpretations of πᾶς Ἰσραὴλ and favors as the most likely ―the nation Israel as a whole, but 
not necessarily including every individual member‖ (Romans, 2:576–77).  

26Robert H. Mounce, vol. 27, Romans, electronic ed., Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (Nashville: 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001, c1995), 224. 

27D. A. Carson, New Bible Commentary: 21st Century Edition, (Downers Grove, Ill.,: Inter-Varsity Press, 1994), Ro 11:25. 
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Talk about it 

Teachers 

It may be helpful to illustrate this verse—if you 

want to draw it on a whiteboard 

 

 

Or if you want to 

put it on an 

overhead (see 

last page) 

 

 

 

 

Summary 
God had not failed Israel as a nation, even though Israel was then (and is now) rejected by him, for 
God had always worked through the principle of election (for example, Jacob and Esau). He is the 
potter, and fallen humanity is the clay. Israel, however—i.e., the individuals who make up Israel—is 
responsible to accept the simple gospel by which God lovingly stretches out his hands to sinners. But 
they were hardened, so the gospel went out to the Gentiles. However, one day the blessing is going 
to return to Israel and there will be a great national repentance (cf. vv. 25–27).

28
  

 

Implications/Application 

As the section started (9:6), it ends. God will be faithful to His Word. 

 

The plan to bring salvation to a rebellious, sinful humanity is indeed not the way man would have 

designed it.  Nor is it in keeping with man’s natural responses. 

 

Only God could have designed and developed this plan. 

 

11:33-36 Doxology 

Teachers 

As we move into the doxology we run the risk of ruining the beauty and power if we over explain 

and dissect.  Poetry is intended to inspire more than instruct. Poetry is intended to move and 

motivate.  It must reach the emotions and affections.  Of the doxology, one commentator wrote: 
Its power is felt more in hearing it read and reflecting upon its truth than in comments that must 
be made regarding its specific meaning at various points.

29
  

 

As we have sought to study God’s redemptive plan, there have been items we did not understand. 

Some we were uncomfortable with while others have simply been amazing. 

 

Paul’s almost spontaneous response of worship is a fitting conclusion to Romans 9-11 in which Paul 

has given us a glimpse into God’s plan to provide salvation to both Jews and Gentiles.  But this 

doxological conclusion also is a fitting conclusion to Romans 1-11.  Up to this point in the book, Paul 

has taught and reminded us of the sinfulness of all mankind that leads to their/our inability to provide 

salvation for ourselves. Not only an inability to save ourselves but a propensity to move away from 

God to our own religion (Romans 1:18-3:20).  God’s mercy and grace breaks into the bleak picture of 

human existence to provide a simple means for all mankind to enter into a relationship with Him.  

The means is grace, giving us what we do not deserve, in the form of Jesus Christ’s substitutionary 

atonement for us providing redemption and reconciliation appropriated through faith.  Faith alone, 

apart from any meritorious work on our behalf, is God’s way of enabling us to enter into an eternal 

relationship with Him (Romans 3:21-5:21).  The natural response to this grace should be a desire to 

honor God with our lives, but even that we cannot do on our own.  We need help not only to be saved 

(redeemed, reconciled, justified) but to be sanctified (continually, progressively set apart for God’s 

                                                      
28R. Kent Hughes, Romans : Righteousness from Heaven, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1991), 204. 
29Robert H. Mounce, vol. 27, Romans, electronic ed., Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001, c1995), 226. 
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glory and will).  And that is exactly what God has planned—salvation by grace through faith, 

sanctification by grace through faith leading to transformation into the image of Jesus Christ, the 

God/man (Romans 6-8).  With all that God has promised, including a security of salvation and a 

guarantee of sanctification, why don’t all people respond?  Why does it seem that God, who has 

promised this security and assurance, has not provided that same security to Israel? God has been 

faithful to His Word. He will provide salvation for a remnant of Israel now and a future salvation of 

the nation.  But His plan, though begun with Israel, is much bigger than Israel.  God’s plan for 

mankind includes salvation for many (Romans 9:1-11:32).   

 
Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 

judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

 

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. (ESV) 

 

Do we understand all that Paul has taught? No, the mystery is indeed deep. But God has a wonderful 

plan that He will accomplish, and in some way we are key players in that global play. So our ultimate 

response must be one of worship. 

 

Worship of who God is, not just what He has done. 

 
His deep ways are beyond man‘s discovering (Rom. 11:33); beyond man‘s knowing (v. 34a), beyond 
man‘s counseling (v. 34b), and beyond man‘s giving (v. 35). ―All things‖ come from Him and by 
means of Him (John 1:3; Col. 1:16a; Rev. 4:11) and are for Him and His glory (Col. 1:16b). Therefore, 
To Him be the glory forever! Amen (cf. Rom. 15:6; 16:27; 1 Peter 4:11; Rev. 5:12-13). God is the 
only proper One to magnify (1 Cor. 1:31). The all-sovereign God deserves the praise of all His 
creatures.

30
  

 
How fathomless is the depth of the wisdom and knowledge of God.

133
 Who but God could have 

conceived a plan that would turn disobedience into an occasion for mercy and in the process reach 
out universally to all who would believe? How inscrutable are his judgments.

134
 His decisions are 

beyond human ken. How unsearchable are his ways.
135

 His methods are mysterious and beyond our 
ability to grasp. Phillips translates, ―How could man ever understand his reasons for action, or explain 
his methods of working?‖ As God said through the prophet Isaiah, ―As the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts‖ (Isa 55:9). No 
one grasps the mind of God or could ever serve as his counselor (cf. Isa 40:13–14).

136
 No one has 

ever advanced anything to him so as to deserve payment in return. God is debtor to no one. It is God 
who has set everything in motion by his creative word. He is the source, the agent, and the goal of all 
that is. All things find their origin in him. Through him everything that exists is sustained and directed. 
All things exist for his glory.

137
 Therefore to him be praise and glory forever! Amen.

31
  

                                                      
30John F. Walvoord, Roy B. Zuck and Dallas Theological Seminary, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of 

the Scriptures (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1983-c1985), 2:487. 
133 Cranfield suggests that σουία may mean ―the wisdom which informs God’s purposes and His accomplishment 

of them‖ and γνῶσις ―God’s electing love and the loving concern and care which it involves‖ (Romans, 2:589–90). 

Denney, however, remarks that the distinction between God’s σουία and γνῶσις ―is to be felt rather than defined‖ 
(―Romans,‖ 686).  

134 Käsemann notes that ―the righteousness of God and not, as commonly assumed, his love, is the central concept 
in Paul’s theology‖ (Romans, 320). 

135 Newman and Nida comment that ―the first of these terms describes something that cannot be found by 

searching for it, while the other suggests footprints that cannot be tracked down‖ (A Handbook on Paul’s Letter to the 
Romans [New York: UBS, 1973], 230). 

Phillips J. B. Phillips, The New Testament in Modern English 
136 Barrett says this quotation ―emphasizes the profundity and inscrutability of God’s counsels‖ (Romans, 228). 
137 Many commentators see the influence of Hellenistic thought in these verses. O’Neill, e.g., believes that ―the 

doxology contained in 11:33–36 was taken over from Hellenistic Judaism‖ (Romans, 190). Verse 32 is often compared 

with a passage by the Roman emperor Marcus Aurelius: ―From thee, in thee, to thee are all things‖ (Meditations, 4.23). 

Barth raises the question, Why, if Paul simply borrowed a formula, was his use of it ―so much more original than in the 
source from which he borrowed it?‖ (Romans, 423).  
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Act on it 

What do we learn  
About God? 

 
Our study of God and his ways among us should turn our hearts to music. The term theology 
produces in the mind of the man on the street visions of damp libraries and musty tomes and somber 
monasteries. Instead, theology should suggest light and dancing! And that is what our present 
passage should do for us. Formally stated, Romans 11:33–36 identifies the proper response of our 
hearts to God‘s sovereign working. Any person who truly appropriates something of Paul‘s response 
in these verses will experience a marked increase in joy.

32
  

 
 

 

 

Graciously stern 

Wise beyond comprehension 

 

God has infinite knowledge and the ability to use it wisely 

God is knowable but not definable—His plan is too deep and His righteousness too high 

 

God is . . . 

All-powerful but not capricious 

Eternal and transcendent yet compassionate and concerned 

Unchanging and infinite yet reveals Himself in simplicity 

Incomprehensible yet knowable though indefinable 

 

Holy, unique and distinct but not distant, but only approachable on His terms 

Independent, self-existent with the desire to bless man by seeking and allowing worship 

The greatest gift He can give us is the ability/right to worship Him in intimate relationship 

 

Purposeful not manipulated by outside motives, what He does is always eternally just, right and good 

Omnipresent therefore available 

Omniscient therefore never surprised 

Righteous yet merciful 

Just yet graceful 

Good not corrupt or corruptible and incapable of erring 

Loving and therefore giving what is best and needed, but wise not always giving us what we want 

 

All-sufficient, needs nothing but desires our all 

All-glorious, most perfect, most awesome yet stoops down to relate to man and share His likeness 

and image 

All-knowing and wants to be known 

© Stephen C. Kilgore 2007 

 

 

As in Romans 9:6—God is faithful to His Word—He will accomplish His purpose. 

 

Our understanding of salvation should lead to: 

 A response of humility and continued faith 

A natural and overflowing praise of who God is 

 

How do you respond to who God is? 

Do you naturally overflow with praise? 

                                                                                                                                                                           
31Robert H. Mounce, vol. 27, Romans, electronic ed., Logos Library System; The New American Commentary (Nashville: 

Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2001, c1995), 227. 
32R. Kent Hughes, Romans : Righteousness from Heaven, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 1991), 204. 
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Does God seem as big and wise to you as He does to Paul? 

Does God seem as close and personal to you as He does to Paul? 

 

Assignment 

Memorize and meditate on Romans 11:33-36 

Reflect on what God has been doing and has done for you—write a thank you note to God, share it with 

others. 

Reflect on who you see God to be—His attributes and character—write a poem of praise, share it with 

someone. 

 

(If you write a thank note or poem, share it with Steve Kilgore skilgore@calvarychurch.org) 



 

Romans 11:11-36  
11 So I ask, did they stumble in order that they might fall?  
   By no means!  
  Rather through their trespass salvation has come to the Gentiles,  
    so as to make Israel jealous.  
12  Now if their trespass means riches for the world,  
  and if their failure means riches for the Gentiles, 
     how much more will their full inclusion mean!  
 
13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles.  
  Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles,  
   I magnify my ministry  
14    in order somehow to make my fellow Jews jealous,  
     and thus save some of them.  
15  For if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world,  
   what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead?  
16  If the dough offered as firstfruits is holy,  
   so is the whole lump,  
  and if the root is holy,  
  so are the branches.  
 
17 But if some of the branches were broken off,  
  and you, although a wild olive shoot,  
   were grafted in among the others  
   and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  
18  do not be arrogant toward the branches.  
  If you are, remember it is not you who support the root,  
   but the root that supports you.  
19  Then you will say,  
   “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.”  
20  That is true.  
   They were broken off because of their unbelief,  
   but you stand fast through faith.  
    So do not become proud, but fear.  
21     For if God did not spare the natural branches,  
     neither will he spare you.  
22      Note then the kindness and the severity of God:  
       severity toward those who have fallen,  
       but God’s kindness to you,  
        provided you continue in his kindness.  
         Otherwise you too will be cut off.  
 



 

23  And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief,  
   will be grafted in,  
    for God has the power to graft them in again.  
24   For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree,  
     and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree,  
    how much more will these, the natural branches,  
     be grafted back into their own olive tree.  
 
25   Lest you be wise in your own sight, 
    I want you to understand this mystery, brothers:  
     a partial hardening has come upon Israel,  
     until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.  
26    And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written,  
     “The Deliverer will come from Zion,  
     he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;  
27     “and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” 
28   As regards the gospel,  
    they are enemies of God for your sake.  
   But as regards election,  
    they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers.  
29  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  
30   For just as you were at one time disobedient to God  
    but now have received mercy because of their disobedience,  
31   so they too have now been disobedient  
     in order that by the mercy shown to you  
    they also may now receive mercy.  
32  For God has consigned all to disobedience,  
  that he may have mercy on all.  
 
 
33 Oh, the depth of the riches  
      and wisdom  
      and knowledge of God!  
  How unsearchable are his judgments  
  and how inscrutable his ways!  
34   “For who has known the mind of the Lord,  
   or who has been his counselor?”  
35   “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?”  
36   For from him  
   and through him  
   and to him are all things.  
 To him be glory forever. Amen. (ESV)    



 



 

 


