
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 11:11-36 



Introduction 

 What is worship? 

 What motivates worship? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 Should the fact that so few Jews are 

being saved today bother us?   

 Does God have a place for Israel? 

 What is the Church’s role in the future 

of Israel? 

 What is Israel’s present role in 

relationship to the world? 

Talk about it 



Preview 

Romans 9-11 

Romans 9 deals primarily with Israel’s PAST 

(as God’s chosen and privileged people). 

Romans 10 deals primarily with Israel’s 

PRESENT (as a nation which has refused to 

submit to God’s gospel).  

Romans 11 deals primarily with Israel’s 

FUTURE (a nation which someday will be 

saved and which will enjoy the fulfillment of 

the new covenant promises). 



Review 

 God is faithful to His Word. He keeps 

His promises, even His promises to 

Israel when they rebel against Him.   

 Paul is an illustration of a Jew who 

stood opposed to God but who became 

a recipient of God’s mercy and grace—

not only in his personal salvation but in 

his vocation as a missionary to the 

Gentiles. 



Preview 

What the apostle does in chapter 11 is 

show what corporate election of Israel as 

a whole means for the salvation of Jews in 

his own day and in the future. 

 



Romans 11:11-32 

Main point of this section 

 God’s plan to save Israel—

using Gentiles 

 

 





Context: Romans 11:11 

• Romans 9:30–11:10 stressed Israel’s 
resistance to the gospel—ending on a 
somber note of God’s hardening of his 
people.  

• Paul introduces the next section of the 
argument—by asking whether Israel has 
permanently strayed from God’s salvific 
goodness. 

• He rejects such a notion forcefully.  
• God has planned salvation history (vv. 11–16) 

so that the current ingathering of Gentiles 
will provoke Israel to jealousy and salvation.  



Romans 11:11-12 

 Notice the order of events 

 Most Jews believed that they would inherit 

the blessings of the kingdom first and then 

some Gentiles would also be included 

 The inclusion of the Gentiles before the 

Jews reminds us that God works in 

unexpected ways and that no one deserves 

His saving grace 



Romans 11:13-16 

 Paul now includes himself into the 

drama 

 His ministry to the Gentiles is not only 

designed to provoke Israel to jealousy 

but blessing to the Gentiles 



Romans 11:13-16 

 ―life from the dead‖ 

 Metaphor for renewed spiritual life 

Or more likely 

 Literal resurrection 

 In Paul’s theology the resurrection of the 

dead is the last and climactic stage in 

God’s plan for history 

 So the return of Israel to favor with God 

will occur at the climax of history 



Romans 11:17-24 

 Illustration 

 ―broken off‖ and grafted in –A warning to 

Gentiles 

 The illustration is in order to explain the 

role of the Gentiles and to caution again 

pride 

 







Romans 11:17-24 

 ―cut off‖ 

 Just as Jews have been warned (chs 1-4) 

about believing they are superior to 

Gentiles because of heredity, now Gentiles 

are warned not to be arrogant about their 

position.   

 They have been blessed by God’s 

goodness not their own merit or activity. 

 Gentile inclusion is purposed by God to 

draw Israel back to Himself. 

 

 

 



Romans 11:17-24 

 ―cut off‖ 

 Paul insists in the strongest possible 

terms that no one can presume upon 

God’s grace and imagine that blessing will 

be theirs regardless of their continuance 

in faith. 

 The challenge: the need to continue in 

faith 

 

 



Romans 11:17-24 

 ―cut off‖ 
 Gentiles being blessed with inclusion 
 Gentiles must believe to be a part of the 

people of God 
 Jews who do not believe are cut off 
 Jews who believe are included (the remnant) 

 
 Jews were warned about their sense of 

entitlement and superiority (particularly in 
Romans 2:1-3:20). 

 So now, Paul is warning Gentiles that they 
should not feel entitled or superior to the 
Jews 

 



Romans 11:17-24 

 ―cut off‖ 

 Paul has already taught concerning the 

security of salvation: Romans 5:9-10; 8:29-

30, 31-39.   

 Now he has a warning—A strong warning 

 Paul insists in the strongest possible 

terms that no one can presume upon 

God’s grace and imagine that blessing will 

be theirs regardless of their continuance 

in faith 

 

 



Implications/Applications 

 There is only one olive tree, even though 
there are many branches.  
 This ―olive tree‖ is the ―true Israel‖ described 

in 9:6 

 So there is only one people of God. 
 There is only one plan of salvation—rooted in 

the Old Testament. 
 That plan now requires all to believe in Jesus 

Christ to be a part of God’s people. 

 What follows will reveal a future for Israel. 
 The church has not replaced or become Israel. 

God still has a plan for them. 
 



Implications/Applications 

 Arrogance and Faith never go together 
 The reality that salvation is by faith—

graciously bestowed with mercy—requires 
that we must live a life of faith.  

 We should never take our salvation for 
granted.  We should never assume that God 
saved us because we are inherently superior to 
anyone else. 

 And if anyone ―claimed to be a Christian‖ and 
is no longer ―believing‖—we should not give 
them false assurance. Paul’s warning is a 
challenge to continue in our faith, continue 
believing. 



Romans 11:25-32 

 Israel’s future salvation 

 ―fullness of the Gentiles‖ 

 This fullness could refer to a specific 

number in God’s mind  

 or it could refer to a sweeping revival 

among the Gentiles,  

 or perhaps to the spread of the gospel to 

every tongue and nation—universal 

evangelization 

 



Romans 11:25-32 

 Israel’s future salvation 
 ―all Israel will be saved‖ 
 (1) A part of Israel is hardened for a 

limited period of time;  
 (2) the salvation of the Gentiles will 

precede the salvation of Israel; and  
 (3) all Israel will eventually be save 

The focal point of the mystery is the 
timing and manner of Israel’s salvation: 
Israel will be saved after the inclusion of 
the Gentiles.   

 



Romans 11:28 

In regards to  
―From the  

standpoint of ‖ 
election 

they/Jews 

the gospel 
they/Jews 

enemies of  God beloved of  God 

for your sake 
for the sake of  
their forefather 



Implications/Applications 

 As the section started (9:6), it ends. God 

will be faithful to His Word.   

 The plan to bring salvation to a 

rebellious, sinful humanity is indeed not 

the way man would have designed it.  

Nor is it in keeping with man’s natural 

responses. 

 Only God could have designed and 

developed this plan. 



Applications: Doxology 

 A fitting conclusion to Romans 9-11 

 A fitting conclusion to Romans 1-11 

 What do we learn about God? 

 Graciously stern 

 Wise beyond comprehension 

 God has infinite knowledge and the ability 

to use it wisely 

 God is knowable but not definable—His 

plan is too deep and His righteousness too 

high 

 



Applications: Doxology 

 Our understanding of salvation should lead 
to: 
 A response of humility and continued faith 
 A natural and overflowing praise of who God 

is 

 How do you respond to who God is? 

 Do you naturally overflow with praise?  

 Does God seem as big and wise to you as 
He does to Paul? 

 Does God seem as close and personal to you 
as He does to Paul? 

 



God is. . .  

All-powerful but not capricious 

Eternal and transcendent yet compassionate and concerned 

Unchanging and infinite yet reveals Himself in simplicity 

Incomprehensible yet knowable though indefinable 

  

Holy, unique and distinct but not distant, but only 
approachable on His terms 

Independent, self-existent with the desire to bless man by 
seeking and allowing worship 

The greatest gift He can give us is the ability/right to 
worship Him in intimate relationship 

  



God is. . .  

Purposeful not manipulated by outside motives, what He 
does is always eternally just, right and good 

Omnipresent therefore available 

Omniscient therefore never surprised 

Righteous yet merciful 

Just yet graceful 

Good not corrupt or corruptible and incapable of erring 

Loving and therefore giving what is best and needed, but 
wise not always giving us what we want 

  

All-sufficient, needs nothing but desires our all 

All-glorious, most perfect, most awesome yet stoops down to 
relate to man and share His likeness and image 

All-knowing and wants to be known 
© Stephen C. Kilgore 2007 



Assignment 

 Memorize and meditate on Romans 11:33-36 

 Reflect on what God has been doing and has 

done for you—write a thank you note to God, 

share it with others. 

 Reflect on who you see God to be—His 

attributes and character—write a poem of 

praise, share it with someone. 

 

(If you write a thank note or poem, share it with 

Steve Kilgore skilgore@calvarychurch.org) 

 



Next Week 

 May 25 Preparation for Romans 12-16 


