


Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 11:1-10 



Introduction 

 Did you pray for opportunities? 

 Did you have opportunities?  

 Do you have someone in mind that you 

need to seek opportunities to share the 

gospel with?   

 Ask a group of people to pray with you 

toward this end. 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 As we move into today’s passage—a 

question: 

 If you were ―defense exhibit 1‖,  

 evidence for the reality of Christianity, 

 what would you be an exhibit or evidence 

of? 

Talk about it 



Preview 

Romans 9-11 

Romans 9 deals primarily with Israel’s PAST 

(as God’s chosen and privileged people). 

Romans 10 deals primarily with Israel’s 

PRESENT (as a nation which has refused to 

submit to God’s gospel).  

Romans 11 deals primarily with Israel’s 

FUTURE (a nation which someday will be 

saved and which will enjoy the fulfillment of 

the new covenant promises). 



Review 

 Paul took a side trip to talk about the 
equal access of Jews and Gentiles to the 
gospel. 
9:30–10:13, Paul faulted Israel for seeking a 

right standing with God based on doing the 
law rather than on faith in Christ.  

10:14–21, he demonstrated that Israel cannot 
plead ignorance for its failure, for God has 
made His plan and purpose clear to Israel in 
the Scriptures. 

 But this still leaves the question of 
Israel as the ―people of God‖—Has He 
rejected them? 



Preview 

What the apostle does in chapter 11 is 

show what corporate election of Israel as 

a whole means for the salvation of Jews in 

his own day and in the future. 

 



Observations as we read the text 

 As we read this section 

 Try to understand the primary reasons Paul 

uses himself as an example—as evidence 

 



Romans 11:1 

 Paul—Defense Exhibit 1 

I ask, then,  

 has God rejected his people? 

   By no means!  

  For I myself am an Israelite,    
  a descendant of Abraham,  

   a member of the tribe of Benjamin 

 

 

 



Romans 11:1 

Paul—Defense Exhibit 1 

 Paul is evidence of: 
 Mercy and grace in salvation rather than 

rejection 
Remember Paul was not neutral toward Christ 

and the Church—he was an opponent 

 But also of God’s plan for Israel and His 

faithfulness to His Word. 
Remember Paul is not just ―saved‖ he is chosen 

to be ―the apostle to the Gentiles‖ (11:13) 

 

 

 



Romans 11:2 

“God has not rejected his people whom he 
foreknew” 
 Psalm 94:14 For the Lord will not forsake 

his people; he will not abandon his heritage; 

(ESV) 

 1 Samuel 12:22 For the Lord will not forsake 

his people, for his great name’s sake, 

because it has pleased the Lord to make 

you a people for himself. (ESV)  

 



Romans 11:2 

 1 Samuel 12 
 The people of Israel reject God as their King 

 request a human king to be just like the other nations—
contrary to what God had chosen them to be—
sanctified—set-apart for His service. 

 So in 1 Samuel 12, Samuel gives a history lesson and 
summarizes the sins of Israel but affirms the 
faithfulness of God. 

 So while Paul has already taught that judgment 
will come to those who reject God, here he is 
showing the graciousness of God in 
maintaining a remnant—even in the context of 
rebellion 

 



Romans 11:2 

 ―foreknew‖ 

 The idea of the verse, then, is that God has 

not rejected those upon whom he has set his 

covenantal love. Such an idea is unthinkable 

and indeed impossible. 



Romans 11:3-4 

The Prophets—Defense Exhibit 2 

 Paul uses a very low point in the history 

of Israel to make his point. 

 The Point:  the majority of Israelites in 

Elijah’s day, and by inference in Paul’s 

day, are far from God.  But God has 

preserved a remnant. 



Romans 11:3-4 

The Prophets—Defense Exhibit 2 

 ―I have kept for myself‖  

 Indicates that God takes the responsibility 

for maintaining the remnant. 

 The existence of the remnant is not just a 

coincidence—God has acted to preserve 

them through decisive actions.   

 This reinforces what Paul has been 

teaching about God’s proactive 

involvement in salvation.  



Romans 11:3-4 

The Prophets—Defense Exhibit 2 

 Summary 

 God has not rejected His people—He has 

maintained a remnant. 

 Even when we don’t see or understand the 

plan, God is at work. 

 We can be sure, have confidence in God—

because He is faithful to His word (9:6). 



Romans 11:5-6 

5 So too at the present time there is a remnant,  

  chosen by grace.  

6  But if it is by grace,  

  it is no longer on the basis of works;  

      otherwise grace would no longer be grace.  

grace. 

grace, 

grace. grace 



Romans 11:5-6 

 God’s preservation of a remnant is by 

His gracious election, not works 

 This is the key concept in this section 

and includes two parts: 

 There is a remnant chosen by grace 

 They do not select themselves by works 



Romans 11:1-6 

Summary 

 Can grace be over-taught?  Or 

Overemphasized? 

 Can we insure that focusing on grace 

won’t lead to ―taking advantage‖ of 

grace? 

 When do people ―take advantage‖ of 

grace? 



Romans 11:7-10 

 To further illustrate his point, Paul will 

provide quotes from all three parts of the 

Hebrew canon:  

 the Law 

 the Prophets 

 the Writings 



Romans 11:7 

 Notice the order 

 Israel failed to obtain what it was seeking.  

 The elect obtained it,  

  but the rest were hardened,  

 



Romans 11:7 

 Though God chose the nation and provided 
temporal blessings to all 
 Each individual was not guaranteed salvation.   
 It is a reminder of how God works today.  

Those who are elect must still respond in faith. 

 God has not rejected ―Israel‖ as a whole, for 
he has now chosen a remnant. Such rejection 
does not mean that he has rejected Israel 
corporately or that Israel has been forsaken 
forever. 



Romans 11:8 

 It is interesting that Paul understand the two 

passages quotes in 11:8 as applied to Israel.   

 Paul understood that the Israel of his day 

was under the judgments listed in the Old 

Testament.   

 Interesting 

 The context of both passages shows clearly 

that judgment is not the final word for Israel 

(which we will see in Romans 11:11-32). 



Romans 11:9-10 

 Psalm 69:22-23 Is often used in the New Testament 
as an allusion or quoted in reference to Christ’s 
ministry and death. 

 The curse on the enemies of the Psalmist is, here in 
Romans, applied to unbelieving Jews who reject 
Jesus. 

 Summary 
 Both of these OT texts refer to God’s work.  
 He pours out a stupor upon the Jews so that they do not 

perceive and comprehend the gospel.  
 The attribution of hardening to God does not remove 

responsibility from the Jews.  
 Paul never concluded that since God hardens, therefore 

the Jews were not guilty or responsible for their actions. 
Paul deemed both of these truths to be compatible. 



Implications/Applications 

 God is faithful to His promises but not blind 
to man’s condition. 

 God has a plan for Israel, a plan that is 
gracious to His chosen people. 

 His promised blessing on Israel as a nation 
does not indicate that all Israel will be 
saved, only those graciously chosen. 

 Salvation is by grace; it is initiated by God. 

 The condition of man—sinful and rebellious 
against God—makes the provision of 
salvation even more amazing. 



Applications 

 Though having ―favored state‖ status—

the nation and individuals Jews 

wandered from 

 Their God 

 Their promises 

 Their commitment 

 We have been shown great mercy and 

grace—do we tend to wander? 





Prone to Wander—Chris Rice 

On the surface not a ripple 

Undercurrent wages war 

Quiet in the sanctuary 

Sin is crouching at my door 

Chorus 

How can I be so prone to wander 

So prone to leave You 

So prone to die 

And how can You be so full of mercy 

You race to meet me and bring me back to life 



Prone to Wander—Chris Rice 

I wake to find my soul in fragments 

Given to a thousand loves 

But only One will have no rival 

Hangs to heal me, spills His blood 

Chorus 

How can I be so prone to wander 

So prone to leave You 

So prone to die 

And how can You be so full of mercy 

You race to meet me and bring me back to life 



Prone to Wander—Chris Rice 

Curse-reversing Day of Jesus 

When you finally seize my soul 

Freedom from myself will be the 

Sweetest rest I’ve ever known 

Chorus 

How can I be so prone to wander 

So prone to leave You 

So prone to die 

And how can You be so full of mercy 

You race to meet me and bring me back to life 



Next Week 

 May 18 Romans 11:11-36 

 May 25 Preparation for Romans 12-16 


