
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 9:30-10:21 



Introduction 

 We have already asked. . . 

 What is the most important thing you can 

do for your neighbor?  
Love? 

Share the gospel? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 If God is sovereign and initiates the 

process of salvation. . . 

 Having mercy on some 

 Harding others 

 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 Is man responsible for responding or 
not responding to the gospel? 

 Are we held responsible for sharing or 
not sharing the gospel? 

 Perspective—this passage should 
 challenge us to understand the need for all 

peoples everywhere to hear the gospel. 
 challenge us to understand that not all 

people will respond and therefore are 
culpable. 

 

Talk about it 



Review 

Paul taught us that God still have a 

place for His chosen people—they 

have not ―totally‖ been set aside. 

 For  ―God is faithful to His word, He has 

said some will be saved.‖ (9:6)  

 If God is faithful to His Word and has 

provided a means for Gentiles and Jews 

to be saved, a means which He initiates, 

what is man’s responsibility? 

 



Preview 

Romans 9-11 

Romans 9 deals primarily with Israel’s PAST 

(as God’s chosen and privileged people). 

Romans 10 deals primarily with Israel’s 

PRESENT (as a nation which has refused to 

submit to God’s gospel).  

Romans 11 deals primarily with Israel’s 

FUTURE (a nation which someday will be 

saved and which will enjoy the fulfillment of 

the new covenant promises). 



Preview 

Long sections so 

9:30–10:13, Paul faults Israel for seeking a 

right standing with God based on doing the 

law rather than on faith in Christ.  

10:14–21, he demonstrates that Israel cannot 

plead ignorance for its failure, for God has 

made His plan and purpose clear to Israel in 

the Scriptures.  

 



Observations as we read the text 

 As we read this section 

 Try to see if Paul is able to balance 

―sovereignty‖ and ―free will‖ 

 Look for 

 Time elements and Contrasts 

 ―righteousness‖ 
Particularly ―kinds‖ of righteousness 

 ―faith‖ / ―believe‖ 

 

 



Romans 9:30-33 

 9:30-31 ―what shall we say?‖—what 

issues has been raised? 

 Only a remnant of Israel is being saved 

 Gentiles are called ―sons of God‖ 

 What ―kinds‖ of righteousness are 

contrasted? 

 Righteousness by faith 

 Righteousness by law 

 

 

 



Romans 9:30-33 

 9:30-31 Point 

 Gentiles being saved—through faith 

 Jews not being saved—because of works 

 Jews at fault 

 Wrong focus 

 Focus on the law impeded their seeing God 

 Principle? 

 It is possible to be religious without being 

righteous 



Romans 10:1-4 

 10:1 Paul’s concern 

 Compassion and passion for lost 

 Righteousness is only obtained through 

faith, not pursuing the law 

 10:3-4 Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law 

 Principle? 

 It is possible to be religious without having 

a relationship with God 

 It does matter what and who you believe 



Romans 10:1-4 

 Application:   

 While most of us would not pursue 

righteousness by the Law,  

 and while most of us are thankful that 

salvation is a free gift obtained by grace 

through faith 

 many seek to live out that salvation by 

pursuit of rules.  



Romans 10:5-13 

 If men and women are responsible to respond 
to the gospel to be saved—what is our sense of 
urgency in sharing the gospel?   

 How often do we change our plans in order to 
seek an opportunity to share the gospel? 

 What are we willing to give up or take on in 
order to have opportunities to share the gospel? 

  What could you change (or what should you 
change) in order to have more opportunities to 
share the gospel?  
 schedule, interaction with people, being more 

gracious and kind to people, etc. 

Talk about it 



Romans 10:5-13 

10:5 Righteousness by Law described 

10:6-8 Righteousness by faith described 

10:9-10 Righteousness by faith appropriated 



Romans 10:9-10 

 ―because, if you confess with your mouth 
that Jesus is Lord‖ 

 Confess—affirm, declare (possible with 

others) 

 Affirmation of deity (Lord=YHWH) 

 Affirmation of eternality 

 Affirmation of incarnation 

 Affirmation of a stance against paganism 



Romans 10:9-10 

 Two conditions for salvation? 

 Confess with mouth 

 Believe with heart 

 Biblical context 

 150 passage—salvation by faith alone 

 John’s gospel—purpose statement—that 

you might believe and be saved 

 So is Paul adding something? 



Romans 10:9-10 

 Context of Romans 9-10 

 Romans 9:30 What shall we say, then? That 

Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness 

have attained it, that is, a righteousness that 

is by faith 

 Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law 

for righteousness to everyone who believes. 

 Romans 10:11 For the Scripture says, 

―Everyone who believes in him will not be 

put to shame.‖ (ESV)  

 



Romans 10:9-10 

 Justification and salvation are being used 

interchangeably in this context. 

 To believe with one’s heart means to 

commit oneself at the deepest level to the 

truth as revealed and experienced. 

 Confession is giving expression in words 

to that conviction.  



Romans 10:9-10 

What’s the point? 
In order to be saved—people must believe 
There is ―content‖ that must be believed 

Deity and incarnation of Christ 
The cross work of Christ (need, death and 

resurrection) 

Belief is more then mental assent to that 
content 
Full trust in God to provide salvation in Christ 

apart from my effort 
Trusting a person (not a proposition) for a 

relationship  



Romans 10:9-10 

Principle 

Publicly identifying with Christ has a 

cleansing and sanctifying effect on our lives. 

How people ―join‖ will impact how they 

―participate‖ 
―With every eye closed. . .‖???? 



Roman 10:11-13 

 Briefly 

 Universal availability of righteousness by 

faith 

 Notice how the need for God to initiate 

the process—sovereignly directing as 

described in Romans 8-9—does not 

preclude the universal availability. 

 

 



Roman 10:14-17 

 Notice the flow 

 Cannot call on him—who they don’t 

believe 

 Cannot believe in him—whom they have 

never heard 

 Cannot hear—without a preaching 

 Cannot preach—unless sent 



Roman 10:14-17 

 Actual order 

 Sent to preach 

 Preaching leads to hearing 

 Hearing necessary for believing 

 Believing necessary for responding 

 Principle: 

 Gospel must be shared/ heard in order to 

be accepted 

 Not all who hear will respond 
The major of Israel has heard and rejected 

 



Summary 

God’s present dealings with Israel, then, 
can only be interpreted on the basis of 
the past (10:1-21). Once again, Paul 
prefaces his remarks by expressing his 
desire for Israel’s salvation (10:1). For the 
present time, Jew and Gentile have equal 
access to God (10:1-13). Yet the nation is 
still unrepentant even though they 
repeatedly heard the message (10:14-21). 

Daniel B. Wallace 
 



Summary 

 Israel’s rejection had nothing to do with any 
lack of opportunity to hear or ability to 
understand.  

 It rested solely upon the nation’s willful 
disobedience (v. 21). 
 They insisted on personal merit based on works to 

gain God’s approval.  
 All the time they knew that God’s requirement for 

righteousness is faith.  

 And why today do so many people reject the 
gospel?  
 It is not necessarily because they have not heard or 

do not understand.  
 Does it simply appear to be folly? 
 



Implications 

 For the gospel to be believed, people 
must hear it.   

 For the gospel to be heard, people must 
proclaim it. 

 Some people will not believe even when 
they hear and understand the gospel. 

 If the gospel is rejected, individuals bear 
the culpability. 

 What about, if the gospel is not 
proclaimed?  Are we held responsible? 



Application 

 How can we not only believe it is important 
to share the gospel, but how can we take 
personal responsibility to share the gospel? 

 Perhaps our first step is like Paul’s in 
Colossians 4:2-6 
 Pray for opportunity. 

 Second step—as you pray for opportunities, 
slow down to see the opportunity. 
 Pray for clarity and boldness 

  Third step— 
 Walk with wisdom and grace before the world 
 Witness with the Word 



Next Week 

 May 11 Romans 11:1-10 

 May 18 Romans 11:11-36 

 May 25 Preparation for Romans 12-16 


