
The Transforming Power of the Righteousness of 
God 



Review 

• Having told us of the bondage to 

and guilt of sin that all humanity is 

confined in (1:18-3:20)  

• and the glory of salvation by grace 

through faith (3:21-5:20.)   



Review 

• having challenged us with our new 

relationship in the sphere of 

righteousness (6:1-14)  

• as slaves of God rather than sin 

(6:14-23) 



Review 

• who need to understand our total 

inability to overcome sin’s 

seductive pull by our own will 

power (7:1-25)  

• but must remember we have been 

adopted into God’s family (8:12-17) 



Review 

• and provided the presence of the 
indwelling Spirit to empower the 
transformation process (8:1-11) in 
the face of suffering (8:18-25.)  

• God has a plan for our 
transformation and ultimate 
glorification (8:26-30) which 
nothing or no one can prevent 
(8:31-39). 



Therefore. . . 

• What is the Spirit’s role in Spiritual 

Transformation? 

• What is our relationship to the 

Spirit in our own Spiritual 

Transformation? 



Spiritual Formation 

Introduction 
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1 John 1 

• 1:5 Walk in the Light 

• 1:6-7 Fellowship 

–Claim of fellowship while walking in 

darkness 
• It is possible to have fellowship without 

walking in the light 

• I can have intimacy with God while 

sinning 

–The denial of the seriousness of sin 
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1 John 1 

• 1:6-7 Fellowship 
–Verdict: Liar 

• Problem: Not putting God’s revelation into 
practice 

–Counter-Claim:  Walking in Light 1:7 
• How to maintain fellowship 

• Fellowship results in walking in the light 

–Point: Fellowship requires honesty 
with God 

–Keep the balance: High Standard/ 
Grace 
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1 John 1 

• 1:6-7 Fellowship 

• 1:8-9 Guiltless 

–Claim:  
• I am not guilty when I sin 

• My sin doesn’t matter to God. 

–The denial of the guilt of sin 
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1 John 1 

• 1:8-9 Guiltless 

–Verdict: Self-deceive  (You are 

responsible for your actions.) 
• Notice progression:  

• liar (to others) to self-deception (self) 

–Problem: Not allowing God’s revelation 

to instruct me. 
• The problem John points out is that “the 

truth is not in” the person who makes this 

claim.  God has revealed that sin causes 

guilt—regardless of how one feels. 
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1 John 1 

• 1:8-9 Guiltless 

–Counter-Claim # 2  Confession of Sin 

 1:9 
• Fellowship Requires Confession 

–Point: Sin does affect one’s fellowship 

with God, but God has provided the 

answer. 

–Application of Honesty: Consequences 

–Hope: God promises to forgive 
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1 John 1 

• 1:8-9 Guiltless 

• 1:10-2:2 Sinless 

–Claim 
• Once we have fellowship we don’t sin 

• Claim of sinlessness 

–The denial of the practice of sin 
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1 John 1 

• 1:10-2:2 Sinless 

–Verdict: Call God a liar 

–Progression: I am a liar, I am self-

deceived, I call God a liar 

–Problem: Disregard God’s revelation 

• This seems to fit with the understanding 

of “light” as revelation.  When we are not 

honest with God, we claim His light is not 

true. 
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1 John 1 

• 1:10-2:2 Sinless 

–Counter-Claim # 3  Provision for 

Maintaining Fellowship 2:1-2 
• Fellowship is restricted by rebellion 

• Result: No remedy is given 

–Point 

–God has made provision for sin 

because all will sin 

– If one does not accept that provision, 

there is no fellowship 
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1 John 1 

• 1:10-2:2 Sinless 

–The Goal:  Don’t Sin 

–The Reality:  We are capable of sin 

–Hope:  
• We have a personal Advocate with the 

Father 

• We have a perfect propitiation 
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Summary 
• God is light.  Light always overcomes 

darkness. 
• God has provided a means by which we 

can have a relationship with Him, through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 

• But He has also proved the means for us 
to maintain fellowship, intimacy with Him. 
– Honesty about our sin. 
– Confession of our sin. 
– Seek victory over sin. 

•   
 


