
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 7:1-12 



Introduction 

 Are you under the Law? 

 If so, how do you keep it? 

 If not, why not? 

 If not, does the Law matter? 

 

 What makes something tempting? 

Talk about it 



Review 

Romans 6 

 We have been freed from the power of 

sin, therefore we must present ourselves 

as instruments for righteousness not sin; 

there is no middle ground  



Preview 

 This section will help us answer the 
question 
 How truly free are we?  
 And that if we are free from the Law, was 

the Law evil? 

 Having established the reasons why we 
should not sin (dead to sin—not under 
obligation to sin) 

 Paul now turns to the issue of how not to 
sin (7:1–8:17) 



Observations as we read the text 

 Look for  

 conclusion, result or purpose statements 

―for this reason‖ ―so that‖ ―because‖ etc. 



Romans 7:1 

1 Or do you not know, brothers— 

      for I am speaking to those  

      who know the law— 

  that the law is binding on  

   a person only as long as he lives?  



Romans 7:1 

1 Or do you not know, brothers— 

      for I am speaking to those  

      who know the law— 

  that the law is binding on  

   a person only as long as he lives?  

Principles stated 7:1 

death dissolved a legal relationship 



Romans 7:2-3 

 Principles illustration 7:2-3 

 marriage 



Romans 7:2-3 
2  Thus a married woman is bound  
          by law to her husband while he lives,  
    but if her husband dies  
         she is released from the law of marriage.  
3  Accordingly,  
  she will be called an adulteress  
   if she lives with another man  
       while her husband is alive.  
     But if her husband dies,  
          she is free from that law,  
       and if she marries another man she  
       is not an adulteress.  

 

 free from that law  



Romans 7:2-3 

 What’s the Point in the context? 

 Marriage is an illustration of a Christian 

life principle  

 What truth about marriage shouldn’t be 

missed? 

 Marriage is a life long covenant only 

intended to be dissolved by death  



Romans 7:2-3 

 Notice that the illustration Paul uses 

has two parts 

 Death freed women from marriage 

 That freedom allowed her to marry 

another 

 Notice the anomaly 

 Paul does not say that the Law died 



Romans 7:4 

4 Likewise, my brothers,  

  you also have died to the law  

     through the body of Christ,  

  so that you may belong to another,  

     to him who has been raised from the dead,  

    in order that we may bear fruit for God.  

 died to the law  

bear fruit for God. 



Romans 7:4-6 

 Principle applied 

 This is the main point of this section 

7:4 

 One’s relationship to the Law is changed 

by death 

 ―you have died to sin‖   
aorist passive, indicates that this is something 

God has done 



Romans 7:4-6 

 The purpose of our release from 
bondage to the Law?   
 ―bearing fruit for God‖ 

 What fruit? 
 The practical works of service not 

religiosity 
 Fruit of obedience 

Love God 
Love People 

 



 



Romans 7:5-6 

5 For while we were living in the flesh,  

   our sinful passions,  

       aroused by the law,  

     were at work in our members  

           to bear fruit for death.  

6 But now we are released from the law,  

   having died to that which held us captive,  

   so that we serve not under the old written code  

   but in the new life of the Spirit.  

aroused by the law, 

released from the law, 

bear fruit for death. 

 died  

new life of the Spirit. 



Romans 7:4-6 

 Explanation of the main point 7:5-6  

 The Law is not able to produce 

righteousness. 



 



Romans 7:1-6 

The Law is not able to produce 

righteousness. 

Believers have 

Freedom from condemnation 

Freedom from power 

Freedom for service 

Point 

We are free from the Law in order to serve 



Application 

 Relationship to the Law 
 Believers are bound to God through Christ’s 

death in order to bear fruit in keeping with their 
new life in the Spirit. 

 Believers are free from the Mosaic Law but not 
free from the need to be obedient to God 

 Believers are free from the Mosaic Law and 
should not seek to be obedient through another 
―set of laws‖ (legalism). 

 The shift from law to Spirit is a shift from 
legalism to true spirituality  



Preview 

 This section will help us answer the 
question 

 This section answers the question: Is God’s 

Law good or evil? 



Romans 7:7 

7 What then shall we say?  

   That the law is sin?  

    By no means!  

 Yet if it had not been for the law,  

   I would not have known sin.  

    I would not have known what it is to covet  

     if the law had not said, “You shall not covet.”  

 I  

 I  



Romans 7:7-12 

Law – Powerless 

The Law reveals the. . . 

fact of sin 7:7 

occasion of sin 7:8 

power of sin 7:9 

deceitfulness of sin 7:11 

sinfulness of sin  7:12 

The Law is–holy, righteous, and good 



Romans 7:8-10 

8 But sin, seizing an opportunity  

     through the commandment,  

        produced in me all kinds of covetousness.  

 Apart from the law, sin lies dead.  

9 I was once alive apart from the law,  

      but when the commandment came,  

        sin came alive and I died.  

10     The very commandment that promised life  

        proved to be death to me.  

seizing an opportunity 

 I died  

 I  

 me 

 I  

 dead.  

death to me.   me 



Romans 7:11-12 

11 For sin, seizing an opportunity  

   through the commandment,  

    deceived me and through it killed me. 

12 So the law is holy,  

   and the commandment is holy  

   and righteous and good. (ESV) 

seizing an opportunity 

 me killed me.   me 



Romans 7:11 

Deceitfulness of sin  

Definitive prohibition  
What is our instinctive reaction when 

someone says, ―Don’t look.‖  

What is a child’s instinctive reaction when a 

parent says, don’t touch. 

When we see a sign that says, ―Wet paint‖ 

what do we want to do?  



Romans 7:7-12 

Sin takes advantage of the desire to do 

right and turns it to constant failure 

(legalism). 



Summary 

 We are free from the Law for the 

purpose of serving God 

 We are incapable by our will to obey 

God.  



Application 

 Don’t miss the point:  Man’s inability to 

obey God. 

 So what? 

 How does this help us? 

 Willing and Working are not the answer 

 Legalism is not the answer 

 The struggle should lead to our 

surrender 



Next Week 

 Romans 7:13-25 


