
Romans 

The Transforming Power of the 

Righteousness of God 

Romans 6:15-23 



Introduction 

 How do you develop a habit?   

 How do you break a habit? 

Talk about it 



Introduction 

 What is more important Duty or 

Devotion? 

 

 True or False 

 Holiness is not a condition into which we 

drift. 

Talk about it 



Review 

We have been freed from the power 

of sin therefore we must present 

ourselves as instruments for 

righteousness, not sin. 

 Indicative and Imperative 

What has been done for us (who we 

are) and what we are to do 

Position and Practice 



Preview 

 This section will help us answer the 
question 

 Do our acts of sin matter?  



Romans 6:15 
15 What then?  
    Are we to sin  
      because we are not  
      under law but under grace?  
  By no means!  

 



Romans 6:15 

What is the question? 

May one sin because he is under grace?  

Can we sin occasionally? 



Romans 6:1 and 15 

6:1 
Shall we remain in sin?  

 Present tense—state of 
sin 

 In order that grace may 
abound 
 Thus: to gain more grace 

 
  

 

 6:15 
 Shall we commit sin? 

 Aorist tense = acts of 
sin 

 Because we are not 
under the Law but 
under grace 
 Thus: to gain excuse for 

sinning  



Romans 6:1 and 15 

6:1 
Shall we remain in sin?  

 Present tense—state of 
sin 

 In order that grace may 
abound 
 Thus: to gain more grace 

 
  

No: because we died to 
sin  

We are no longer in 
sin’s realm  

 6:15 
 Shall we commit sin? 

 Aorist tense = acts of 
sin 

 Because we are not 
under the Law but 
under grace 
 Thus: to gain excuse for 

sinning  

 No: because sin leads 
into slavery  

 We are not free to sin, 
but freed from sin as a 
master  



Romans 6:16-23 

6:16-23 

Explanation: To sin means that one will be 

enslaved to sin, which leads to death. 



Romans 6:16 
16 Do you not know  
  that if you present yourselves to anyone as  

                obedient slaves,  
   you are slaves of the one whom you obey,  
    either of sin,  
     which leads to death,  
    or of obedience,  
     which leads to righteousness?  

present 



Sin Righteousness 

Switching Realms 
Romans 6:1-14 



Sin Righteousness 

No Middle Ground 
Can’t have a foot in both realms 



Romans 6:17-18 

17 But thanks be to God,  

  that you who were once slaves of sin  

    have become obedient from the heart  

      to the standard of teaching  

        to which you were committed,  

18  and,  

  having been set free from sin,  

    have become slaves of righteousness.  
 set free  



Romans 6:19 
19 I am speaking in human terms,  
           because of your natural limitations.  
  For just as you once presented your members  
    as slaves  
    to impurity  
    and to lawlessness  
     leading to more lawlessness,  
  so now present your members as slaves  
    to righteousness  
     leading to sanctification.  

presented 

present 



Romans 6:16-19 

There is no middle ground 

Believers are not in a neutral position between 

slavery to sin or righteousness.   
They have been freed from sin and provided the 

enablement meant for righteousness. 

The indicative of God’s work does not rule out 

human activity or suggest that human 

decisions are unnecessary.  
Instead, the indicative is the basis and ground for 

the choice to submit to righteousness.  



Romans 6:16-23 

6:16-23 

Explanation: To sin means that one will be 

enslaved to sin, which leads to death. 

6:16-20 

One’s obedience to a master 

determines/reveals one’s enslavement. 



Romans 6:20-21 
20   When you were slaves of sin,  
    you were free in regard to righteousness.  
21 But what fruit were you getting  
      at that time  
    from the things of which  
    you are now ashamed?  
      The end of those things is death.  

For 

 free  



Romans 6:22-23 

22 But now  

      that you have been set free from sin  

      and have become slaves of God,  

    the fruit you get leads  

      to sanctification  

      and its end, eternal life.  

23   For the wages of sin is death,  

    but the free gift of God is eternal life  

           in Christ Jesus our Lord. (ESV) 

 set free  



Romans 6:20-23 

 The point: One’s enslavement to a 

master determines/reveals one’s destiny 

 Status     Result  Outcome 

Before 
(v 21) 
 
Now  
(v 22) 

slaves of  sin, 
free from 
righteousness  

free from sin, 
slaves of  God  

fruit bringing 
shame  

fruit bringing  
sanctification  

death 

life  



Romans 6:16-23 

6:16-23 

Explanation: To sin means that one will be 

enslaved to sin, which leads to death. 

6:16-20 

One’s obedience to a master 

determines/reveals one’s enslavement. 

6:21-23 

One’s enslavement to a master 

determines/reveals one’s destiny 



Summary 

 Believers are not in a neutral position 

between slavery to sin or righteousness. 

 They have been freed from sin and 

provided the enable meant for 

righteousness.   

 Therefore we should not be content 

with sin, even occasional sin. 



Application 

 Do we grieve over sin? 

 Do we take sin lightly? 

 

 Are there areas of your life that you have 

not fully yielded? 

 Are you content with “a little” sin? 



Next Week 

 Romans 7:1-12 


