
The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 16:1-16 



 Why do you pick the friends you pick? 

 What do you value most in friends? 
 

 What are the characteristics you value 
most in people? 

Talk about it 



Skip the names? 
 irrelevant  

 fodder for speculation 

Good lessons that can teach us about 
relationships within the church and the 
role of affirmation as well. 

So we will ask one primary question: 
What can we learn from whom Paul affirms 

and what he affirms? 

Talk about it 



 Having stated the reason for his delay in 
visiting Rome,  
 along with the purpose for his trip to 

Jerusalem 

 Paul reaffirms his desire to visit the 
Romans and to be assisted by them in 
proclaiming the gospel where it has not 
been proclaimed. 



Conclusion 
Romans 15:14–16:27 
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 Commended 
 Letter carrier? 

 Deacon/Servant? 

 Patron 

 What does Paul value? 
 Service 

 Support 



 Fellow workers (co-laborers) 

 Hosted a house church 

 What does Paul value? 
 Sacrifice 

 Partnership 



 What does this passage tell us. . . 
 women are valued members of the church 

(as they were to Jesus’ ministry) and that 
Christianity elevated the status of women 
in the Roman culture 

 women were actively involved in the 
ministry of the church 

 Paul was not a “woman hater” as many in 
the modern church claim 



 What does this passage not tell us. . . 
 anything about the roles of men and 

women in the home (see Ephesians 5, 
Colossians 3) 

 that the women listed were elders 

 that Paul was affirming total equality in 
ministry 

 the intricacies of ministry roles. Paul 
reserves those instructions for another 
time (1 Timothy and Titus for example). 



 General Observations 
 Repetition 
 in Christ, in the Lord 

 worked hard 

 beloved 

 What does Paul value? 
 Hard work 

 Longevity/loyalty to the Lord 

 Partnership in ministry 

 Families who follow the Lord 

 Close relationships 



 Observation # 1 
 First two “teams” mentioned are affirmed 

for their financial support 

 Observation # 2 
 Many of the names listed are known to be 

common names for slaves or former slaves 
 Junia, Ampliatus, Tryphosa, Tryphaena, 

Stachys, those from the houses of Aristobulus 
and Narcissus, Herodion, Persis, Rufus, 
Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, 
Hermas, Philologus, Julia, Nereus, and Olympas 



Implication # 1 
Notice that Paul affirms those who are 

wealthy for their involvement in ministry 
through financial support.  

  And He equally affirms those who are 
involved in ministry through the use of other 
abilities. 



Implication # 1 

 What can we learn about the reality of 
economic differences within the church? 
 The possessions of the wealthy should be 

viewed as a gift from God.   
 And within the church the wealth of individuals 

should not be used for personal gain, power, 
control or prestige.   



Implication # 1 

 What can we learn about the reality of 
economic differences within the church? 
 Those who are blessed with wealth should not 

flaunt it.   
 Those without material wealth should not be 

jealous of those who possess it. 
 Those who are blessed with wealth should use 

it to further the gospel ministry.   
 Those without the abundance of wealth are 

still to give sacrificially. 



Implication # 2 

 Paul does not give direct instructions to 
masters and slaves as he does in 
Ephesians 6:5-9 and Colossians 3:22-4:1 

 The church in Rome had a very diverse 
congregation 



What could cause division? 
 Ethnicity:   
 Jew versus Gentile 
 Romans citizen versus non-citizen 

 Economic 
 Wealthy versus poor 
 Master versus slave 

 Gender 
 Male versus female 

 Age 
 Young versus old 

 Length of time as a believer 
 Seasoned believers versus new believers  

 And that is without saying anything about preferences 
or likes and dislikes based on personality 

 



 How are we helping establish and 
maintain unity? 

 How are we a detriment to unity? 

Talk about it 



 The Value of People 
 Service and support to others  
 Sacrifice for the sake of the church 

 
 Hard work for the gospel 
 Longevity and loyalty to the Lord 

 
 Families that together follow the Lord 
 Close relationships within the church—like 

family 



 How are we at loving others within the 
family? 

 How are we at developing depth of 
relationship with others? 

 Do we see and believe in the need to 
work hard in the church, or is that what 
we pay others to do?  

 What does this section teach us about 
the need to participate in ministry? 

Talk about it 



 Relationships are important 

 Affirmation is important 

 

 Service is important 

 All should serve 



 How am I developing deep relationships within 
the church?  

 Do I feel like I am part of a biblical spiritual 
family of fully devoted followers of Christ? 

 

 Are there individuals within the church with 
who I am not in full fellowship? 

 Do I need to seek forgiveness or reconciliation? 

 

 Am I using all my gifts and abilities to the glory 
of God and the furthering of the Gospel? 
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