
The Transforming Power of the 
Righteousness of God 

Romans 12-15 Interlude 



 What would you like to study in 
September? 
 Topics 

 Book of the Bible 

 Give your ideas to Steve 

 

Talk about it 



 1:16-17 

 1:18-19 

 1:28-32 

 

 3:10-18 

 3:20 



 3:21-26 

 4:20-23 

 

 5:1-2 

 5:6,8 



 6:1-4 

 6:12-14 

 7:11-12 

 7:14-19 

 8:1-6 

 8:28-30 

 8:37-29 

 



 Romans 12:1-2 I appeal to you therefore, 
brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern 
what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (ESV) 



 The mercies of God motivate our 
consecration which results in 
transformation, leading to doing the will 
of God particularly in humble service 
within the Body of Christ. 



 Love one another and the things that 
are good, hate what is evil.   
 But in the midst of evil, seek to live at peace 

with all, not retaliating evil for evil, bless 
and minister to those who are against you.  

 Submit to governing authorities who have 
been given authority by God.  

 Seek to fulfill the Law by loving neighbors 
and doing good and living right 
(righteously). 



 Self-giving, right-living love must 
govern/motivate our relationships with 
other Christians 
 especially when we disagree on disputable 

matters 

 accepting one another for the glory of 
God. 



 A practical demonstration of love is seen 
in our acceptance of other believers, 
differences and all.  
 Seeking to do all we do, as to the Lord and 

out love and humility  

 Seek the greater good of others to the glory 
of God 



 Not judging their practices may require 
forgoing freedoms for the sake of the 
weak, so as not to cause them to 
stumble.   

 Sacrificing our individual rights 
demonstrates love of others and a 
submission to God.   

 Seek to maintain peace and build others 
up. 

 



 The strong are not to use their Christian 
liberty as an excuse for selfishness but 
rather they must put others first. 

 They have an obligation to please and 
build others up the weak for their 
good—for unity is required for God to 
receive glory. 

 



 All believers are to accept each other—to 
welcome or receive each other (even 
into their homes), because Christ has 
welcomed them as a means of 
demonstrating God’s blessing on both 
the Jew and the Gentile in fulfillment of 
Scripture.   

 Therefore as Christ was a servant for the 
glory of God, so should all Christians be 
with each other. 



 Love—put others first 
 Don’t judge 

 Don’t cause an offense 

 Don’t flaunt your freedom 

 Live at Peace 

 Build up 

 Follow Christ’s example 
 Do all for the glory of God 

 

 



 Out of gratitude for our salvation—
underserved, unmerited—we respond 
with “yes” to God whatever He asks. 

 And what He asks is for us to be 
properly related to others—to love 
others. 



 Romans 12:9-10  Let love be genuine. Abhor what 
is evil; hold fast to what is good. 10 Love one 
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 
another in showing honor.  

 Romans 13:8  Owe no one anything, except to love 
each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 

 Romans 13:9-10 For the commandments, “You 
shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, 
You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any 
other commandment, are summed up in this 
word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law. (ESV) 
 



 What Paul leaves out? 

 Ten Commandments 
 First Half—Relationship with God 
 Worship only God—I’m the one and only 

 Worship nothing but God—don’t shrink Me 
down 

 Don’t misuse God’s name—don’t try to use My 
name to try to get something you want 

 Do nothing—take a day off—focus on Me, trust 
Me to provide for you 

 

 

 

 



 Ten Commandments 
 Second Half—Relationship with others 
 Exodus 20 
 12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your 

days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you.  

 13 “You shall not murder.  
 14 “You shall not commit adultery.  
 15 “You shall not steal.  
 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor.  
 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you 

shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” (ESV) 
 
 

 
 



 What did Paul leave out 
 

 

 

 



 Ten Commandments 
 Second Half—Relationship with others 
 Exodus 20 
 12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your 

days may be long in the land that the Lord your God 
is giving you.  

 13 “You shall not murder.  
 14 “You shall not commit adultery.  
 15 “You shall not steal.  
 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor.  
 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you 

shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male 
servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his 
donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” (ESV) 
 
 

 
 



 Why? 
 My guess 
 Next section—Romans 14:1-15:13—Paul deals with 

dealing with differences, disagreements. 

 What is the human tendency when we see 
someone do something we don’t think 
“Christians” should do? 

 So perhaps, Paul intentionally leaves out 
the command about “bearing false witness” 
since it was something that was a problem 
in the church in Rome. 

 

 

 



 A closer look at the Great Commandment 
 Matthew 22:35-30 
 Luke 10:25-27 

 Mark 12:29-21 
 Heart 
 Central control center—affections (volition) 

 Soul 
 “being”—The real self 

 Mind 
 Thought capacity (intellect) 

 Strength 
 body 

 

 



 In relationship to God? 
 We are to be yielded completely 

 No compartments, no rooms kept from 
God 

 In relationship to others? 
 High priority of relationship 

 



 It’s not about rules, but about 
relationship! 

 Not details but commitment 

 Not duty but delight 



 Priority of Relationships 
 With all 

 With those who disagree 

 With the weak 

 Dealing with conflict 
 Whatever the cause 



  The call to love even those who 
disagree must be a result or an outflow 
of our commitment to the Lord.   

 How much to do we love the Lord 
 that is how much we are to love others 

 that is how much we must be willing to give 
of ourselves for others 

 that is how much we are to be willing to put 
up with the weak 

 



 July 27 Global Focus Weekend 

 August 3  Ron Fisher—Romans 15:14-33 


